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NOTICE OF POSITIVE DECLARATION,

INTENT TO PREPARE A DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT, LEAD AGENCY
DETERMINATION, DRAFT SCOPE OF WORK AND PUBLIC

HEARINGS

Project: Croton Water Treatment Plant
CEQR No.: 98DEP027X

August 22, 2003

In accordance with the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA)
(Section 8-0113, Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law) as set forth in
6NYCRR Part 617, and the City Environmental Quality Review (CEQR) process, as set
forth in Executive Order 91 of 1977 and its amendments, and the State Environmental
Review Process (SERP) as required by the State Revolving Loan Fund Program, the New
York City Department of Environmental Protection (NYCDEP) is hereby issuing a
Notice of Intent to Prepare a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement
(DSEIS), a Lead Agency Determination, a Draft Scope of Work for a DSEIS and a
schedule for Public Hearings to take comments on the Draft Scope of Work.

Public Hearings

Public hearings are scheduled to be held in the Bronx and Valhalla, New York to
receive oral and written comments on the Draft Scope of Work for the DSEIS on:

Monday, September 22, 2003 Monday, September 29, 2003

7:30-9:30 PM 7:00-9:00 PM
Town Hall of Mount Pleasant Lehman College
Court Room Lovinger Theater

250 Bedford Park Blvd West
Bronx, New York 10468
(Registration will start at 6:30 PM)

One Town Hall Plaza
Valhalla, New York

Written comments on the Draft Scope of Work will be accepted until
October 10, 2003 and a Final Scope of Work, incorporating changes based on
relevant comments, will be issued by the end of October 2003.

Project Description

The New York City Department of Environmental Protection proposes to
design, construct, and operate a 290-million gallon per day (mgd) water treatment



plant to provide filtration and disinfection of the Croton Water Supply System. The Croton
Water Supply System supplies water to consumers in New York City and portions of upstate
New York.

This SEIS is being undertaken to update project changes from an environmental review
conducted in 1999, which resulted in the selection of the Mosholu Golf Course in Van Cortlandt
Park for the site of the proposed Croton Water Treatment Plant and the April 2003 DEIS
proposing the Eastview and Harlem River Sites as potential locations for the Croton Water
Treatment Plant. This new action will evaluate the potential environmental impacts of the
construction and operation of the proposed Croton Water Treatment Plant at three possible
locations: the Eastview Site located in the Town of Mount. Pleasant, Westchester County, New
York; the Mosholu Site located in the Borough of the Bronx, New York; and the Harlem River
Site located in the Borough of the Bronx, New York.

The proposed Croton WTP, if constructed at the Eastview Site, would be accompanied by
the construction of a Raw Water Pumping Station (RWPS) to convey untreated water from the
New Croton Aqueduct (NCA) to the site. Treated water connections would also be made to the
Delaware Water Supply System and either the NCA or the proposed Kensico-City Tunnel for
long term treated water conveyance. Treated water connections to the city distribution system at
the Jerome Park Reservoir would also be required.

The proposed Croton WTP, if constructed at the Mosholu Site, would be accompanied by
the construction of a Raw Water Pumping Station (RWPS) and a Treated Water Pumping Station
(TWPS); the construction of treated water conveyance tunnels; and the construction of new
distribution system connections at Jerome Park Reservoir.

The proposed Croton WTP, if constructed at the Harlem River Site, would be
accompanied by the construction of a raw water connection to the WTP and the construction of a
Treated Water Pumping Station (TWPS) to convey water from the WTP to the NCA and/or other
facilities at the Jerome Park Reservoir where connections to the existing distribution system and
possible reconstruction of the Jerome Pumping Station would also be involved.

Rehabilitation of the NCA and appurtenant structures would occur to repair and maintain
the aqueduct irrespective of the location of the proposed plant at any of the sites or the
construction of the Croton WTP at any of the sites. The repairs are required to preserve the
aqueduct and prevent it from falling into disrepair.

For a more detailed description of the facilities and connections necessary at each site and
at off-site locations, please refer to the Draft Scope of Work.

A copy of the Draft Scope of Work may be obtained by calling: (718) 595-4411 or by
writing to: Angela Licata, Assistant Commissioner, Office of Environmental Planning and
Assessment, New York City Department of Environmental Protection, 11th floor, 59-17 Junction
Boulevard, Flushing, New York, 11373.



Copies of the Draft Scope of Work will also be available for review at the repositories
listed in the attachment to this Notice and will be posted on the DEP web site at
http://www.nyc.gov/dep.

The project is being proposed to meet the needs of the City of New York and to
comply with state and federal drinking water standards. The New York State Department of
Health (NYSDOH) and the US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) have mandated
the filtration of the Croton Water Supply to comply with standards set forth in sub-part 5.1 of
Chapter 1, New York State Sanitary Code, and the USEPA Surface Water Treatment Rule, a
National Primary Drinking Water Regulation promulgated under the Safe Drinking Water
Act of 1974,

Required Approvals

The construction of the WTP at the sites may require several discretionary actions,
including approval by the New York State Department of Health and the United States
Environmental Protection Agency. Certain site specific discretionary actions may also be
required, which would vary depending on the site finally selected. A listing of possible site-
specific discretionary approvals is provided below:

The Bronx, New York City:

[f located at the Mosholu Site, a Mayoral Override letter will be sought to make the
project exempt from Section 11-13 of the New York City Zoning Resolution. The New York
City Uniform Land Use Review Procedure (ULURP) for the Mosholu Site was completed
and approved by the City Planning Commission and the New York City Council in 1999.

If located at the Harlem River Site, the proposed project would require site selection,
acquisition, waterfront zoning, acquisition of easements, landfilling and street de-mapping
approvals by the New York City Planning Commission (CPC) and the New York City
Council.

Westchester County, New York State:
[f located at the Eastview Site in Mount Pleasant, the proposed project may require

zoning and site approvals and wetlands permits from the Town Planning Board. A Local Site
Approval application was submitted to the Town of Mount Pleasant on April 30, 2003.

For a full list of potentially required permits, please refer to the Draft Scope of Work.



Statement of Potential Significant Effect(s)

On behalf of the New York City Department of Environmental Protection, the Office
of Environmental Planning and Assessment has determined that the proposed action is a
Type I action and that it may have potential significant effects on the environment. Based on
preliminary analyses, the Department has concluded that an environmental impact statement
should be prepared to fully disclose the complex issues associated with the proposed project.

Lead Agency Determination

The New York City Department of Environmental Protection believes that it is the
appropriate lead agency, since it has been mandated by the United States and New York State
to directly undertake and fund the proposed project. The Department wishes to undertake a
coordinated review with all involved agencies. Please notify the contact person listed below
within thirty (30) days from the date of this notice if there are any objections to NYCDEP
assuming lead agency status. If no objections are heard within that time frame, NYCDEP
will continue to act as lead agency for the purposes of this environmental review.

Contact Person(s)

Angela Licata, Assistant Commissioner or Mark Page, Jr., EIS Project Manager
Office of Environmental Planning and Assessment

New York City Department of Environmental Protection, 1
59-17 Junction Boulevard

Flushing, New York 11373

Phone: (718) 595-4411

FAX: (718)595-4479
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Attached: Distribution List
Repository List
Draft Scope of Work



DISTRIBUTION LIST

Hon. Nina Gershon, U.S. District Judge

John C. Cruden, Department of Justice, Environmental and Natural Resource Division
Alan Vinegrad, U.S. Attorney General’s Office, Eastern District of NY

Deborah Zwany, U.S. Attorney General’s Office, Eastern District of NY

Elizabeth Yu, U.S. Department of Justice

Jane M Kenny, USEPA

Gordon J. Johnson, NYS Attorney General’s Office

Ronald J. Tramontano, NYSDOH

Christopher O. Ward, NYCDEP

Michael A. Cardozo, Corporation Counsel

Involved Agencies:

Army Corps of Engineers: Marc Helman

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation: Erin Crotty (Commissioner); Thomas Kunkel
(Region 2); Scott Ballard (Region 3)

NYS Department of Transportation: Joseph H. Boardman; Robert Dennison (Region 8);
Philip Eng (Region 11)

NYS Department of State: Vance Barr (Coastal Resources Division)

NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation: J. Kumar Nepal

NYS Historic Preservation Office: Bernadette Castro

Westchester County: Andrew Spano (County Executive)

Westchester County Department of Health: Michael Sakala (Asst. Commissioner)

Westchester County Planning Department: Gerard Mulligan (Commissioner); Ed Buroughs;
Ed Hoffmeister

NYC Department of Parks and Recreation: Adrian Benepe (Commissioner);
Dorothy Lewandowski (Bronx Borough Commissioner)

NYC Department of Transportation: Iris Weinshall (Commissioner); Naim Rasheed

NYC Department of City Planning: Lawrence Parnes; Robert Dobruskin

NYC Planning Commission: Amanda Burden (Chairperson)

NYC Office of Environmental Coordination: Alessandra Sumowicz

NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission: Gina Santucci

NYC Clerk: Victor Robles

Town of Yorktown: Hon. Linda Cooper (Supervisor)

Town of Yorktown Planning Board: Jeremiah Dineen (Chairperson)

Town of Mount Pleasant: Hon. Robert Meehan (Supervisor)

Town of Mount Pleasant Planning Board: Michael McLaughlin (Chairperson)

Town of Mount Pleasant Zoning Board of Appeals: Jack Baum (Chairperson)

Town of Greenburgh: Hon. Paul Feiner (Supervisor)

Town of Greenburgh Planning & Zoning Department: Mark Stellato (Commissioner)

Village of Ardsley: Hon. Samuel J. Abate, Jr. (Mayor)

Village of Ardsley Planning Board: Robert Pellegrino (Chairperson)

Village of Sleepy Hollow: Hon. Philip Zegarelli (Mayor)

Village of Sleepy Hollow Planning Board: Nicholas Robinson (Chairperson)

City of Yonkers: Hon. John Spencer (Mayor)

City of Yonkers Planning Board: Colleen Roche

Draft Scope of Work for the SEIS 1
August 2003



Interested Agencies/Individuals:

New York City Council Members:
Alan J. Gerson (M1)

Margarita Lopez (M2)

Christine Quinn (M3)

Eva Moskowitz (M4)

A. Gifford Miller (M5)

Gale A. Brewer (M6)

Robert Jackson (M7)

Phil Reed (M8)

Bill Perkins (M9)

NYC Borough Presidents:
C. Virgina Fields (M)
Adolfo Carrion (Bx)

Miguel Martinez (Bx10)

G. Oliver Koppell (Bx11)
Larry Seabrook (Bx12)
Madeline Provenzano (Bx13)
Maria Baez (Bx14)

Joel Rivera (Bx15)

Helen D. Foster (Bx16)

Jose Serrano (Bx17)

Pedro Espada, Jr. (Bx18)

Community Board District Managers and Chairpersons:

Xaviera Rodriquez (Bronx DM5)
Prof. Kenneth Fogarty (Bronx C5)
Rita Kessler (Bronx DM7)

Nora Feury (Bronx C7)

Grace Belkin (Bronx DMS8)
William Abramson (Bronx C8)

U.S. Congressional Representatives:
Hon. Eliot L. Engel (District #17)
Hon. Nita M Lowey (District #18)

State Senators:
Hon. Efrain Gonzalez, Jr (District #33)
Hon. Guy Velella (District #34)

Hon. Eric T. Schneiderman (District #31)

State Assembly:

Hon. Jeffrey Dinowitz (District #81)
Hon. Jeff Klein (District #80)

Hon. Richard L. Brodsky (District #92)

Westchester County Legislature:
Hon. Michael Kaplowitz (District #4)
Hon. Suzanne Swanson (District #3)
Hon. Lois Bronz (District #8)

Draft Scope of Work for the SEIS
August 2003

Carmen Anguiera (Bronx DM12)

Fr. Richard Gorman (Bronx C12)
George W. Goodwill (Manhattan DM9)
Lawrence T. McClean (Manhattan C9)
Gregoria Felciano (Manhattan DM 12)
Zead Ramadan (Manhattan C12)

Hon. Sue W. Kelly (District #19)

Hon. Nicholas A. Spano (District #35)
Hon. Suzi Oppenheimer (District #37

Hon. Jose Rivera (District #78)
Hon. Sandy Galef (District #90)
Hon. Michael Spano (District #93)

Hon. Thomas J. Abinanto (District #12)
Hon. Bernice Spreckman (District #14)



CROTON PROJECT REPOSITORY LIST 1/2002

Bronx Community Board No. 7
229A East 204th Street

Bronx, NY 10458
718-933-5650 (Rita Kessler)

Mt. Pleasant Public Library
350 Bedford Road
Pleasantville, NY 10570
914-769-0548 (Karen Bucci)

NYCDEP

465 Columbus Avenue
Valhalla, NY 10595-1336
914-742-2099 (David Warne)

Fordham Library Center
(Reference Library)
2556 Bainbridge Avenue
Bronx, NY 10458
718-579-4257

(Ms Lucidia Arus)

Science, Industry and Business Library
New York Public Library

188 Madison Avenue, Room 416

New York, NY 10016

212-592-7261 (Mr. John Ganley)

Bronx Community Board #5
Bronx Community College
McCracken Hall

West 181 Street

Bronx, NY 10453

718-364-2030 (Xavier Rodriguez)

Draft Scope of Work for the SEIS
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Bronx Community Board No. 8
5676 Riverdale Avenue, 2nd Floor
Bronx, NY 10471

718-884-3959 (Grace Belkin)

Grinton I. Will Memorial Library
1500 Central Park Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10710
914-337-5973 (Mrs. Lindsey)

Greenburgh Town Hall

320 Tarrytown Road
Elmsford, NY 10523
914-993-1540 (Paul Feiner)

NYCDEP

59-17 Junction Boulevard, 11th Floor
Corona, NY 11368-5107
718-595-4395 (Mark Page, Jr.)

Herbert H. Lehman College Library
Herbert H. Lehman College CUNY
250 Bedford Park Blvd West
Bronx, NY 10468

718-960-8577 (Mr. Rona Ostrow)

Town of Mount Pleasant
One Town Hall Plaza
Valhalla, NY 10595-1319
(917) 742-2300

(Robert Meehan)





