
















 July 21, 2009 
National Park Service 
River, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program 
1849 C Street, NW Code 2220 
Washington, DC 20240 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The Bronx Council for Environmental Quality, (BCEQ) is a non profit 501(c)3 membership 
organization located in NYC’s only mainland borough — The Bronx. We are a diverse collection 
of individuals all seeking to leave our great grandchildren better air, land, and water quality 
than we have at present.  We are teachers, community activists, health professionals — 
volunteer environmentalists.   Incorporated since 1971, our mission is reflected in our statement 
of purpose:  “The Bronx Council for Environmental Quality seeks to establish — as an Inherent 
Human Right — a sound, forward looking environmental policy regarding an aesthetic, 
unpolluted, environment protecting a natural and historic heritage.” 

 We support the application of the HRWG to organize activities for the entire Bronx and 
to restore the river.   As with The Bronx River NPS partnership, we will continue to encourage 
our members to join and/or walk along the Harlem River.  We have already dedicated six of our 
last Annual Meetings to assist in the organization of the Harlem River Working Group.   In 
addition, BCEQ was the project manager on the first phase of the Harlem River Brownfield’s 
Opportunity Area New York State grant; and we have been awarded the next phase of the 
granting process. 

 We need Jerry Willis, New York Director of River, Trails and Conservation Assistance 
Program, to supplement the other grants working on Harlem River issues, as well as the wide 
range of construction projects that are ready.  His work on the Bronx River renaissance is 
historic, and this challenge will be similar. 

We maintain the mailing list of the group, and will continue to participate in any and all 
activities to open up the waterfront to our constituency. 

      Sincerely, 

I.C. Levenberg-Engel

BCEQ President 
 718 548 3815

The Bronx Council for Environmental Quality 
Post Office Box 265 

The Bronx, New York  10464-0265 
www.bceq.org

President: Ira Charles Levenberg-Engel 
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      July 21, 2009 
 
 
National Park Service 
River, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program 
1849 C Street, NW Code 2220 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Fort Independence Park Neighborhood Association is a community association of 
homeowners, tenants, and cooperators who live in and around Giles and Cannon Place, 
Sedgwick Avenue, West 238th Street, and Fort Independence Street in the Bronx, located 
near the Harlem River.  We are volunteer community activists dedicated to preserving 
and improving the quality of life for residents of our historic community. 
 
We support the application of the HRWG to organize activities for the entire Bronx and 
to restore the river. If successful we would encourage our members to join and/or walk 
along the Harlem River.  Many of our members have already attended the annual 
meetings on the Harlem River organized by the Bronx Council for Environmental 
Quality. 
 
We need Jerry Willis, New York Director of River, Trails and Conservation Assistance 
Program, to supplement the other grants working on Harlem River issues, as well as the 
wide range of construction projects that are ready. 
 
We have asked to be placed on the mailing list of the group so we can participate in any 
and all activities to open up the waterfront to our constituency. 
 
      Sincerely 
       
         
 
      Philip M. McDonnell, President 
 





 

 
 

National Park Service 
River Trails and Conservation Assistance Program 
1849 C Street, NW Code 2220 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
July 27, 2009 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
My name is Brandy Cochrane and I am the Program Director and founder of Friends of the 
Woods, a 501c3 organization under the fiscal sponsorship of City Park Foundation located in the 
Bronx. Friends of the Woods’ mission is to shift the current physical conditions and negative 
community perceptions of University Woods through programming, advocacy and education and 
using the woodland as a way to strengthen the surrounding communities. Our organization 
provides programs for youth, adults and seniors that teaches them ecological education, instills 
leadership and community building skills, and provides arts and culture to our community which 
is mostly made up of low income minorities.  
 
Organizing school trips and getting more people to see the potential and understand the history of 
the Harlem River is right in line with our group’s goals. The HRWG plans to provide these types 
of programs and we would be very helpful in implementing some of them. 
 
Friends of the Woods is a current member of the Harlem River Working Group and part of the 
education and outreach committees. We are currently assisting with the promotion of HRWG 
meetings and plan to do the same as events are scheduled. In additional to help with outreach, we 
plan to include HRWG activities in with our season's schedule. Our current workshops include 
instruction that teaches people about University Woods' relationship to the Harlem River. This 
type of information will continue to be included in our workshops. Friends of the Woods will also 
participate in HRWG collaborative event efforts, events that are scheduled on the same day as a 
way to expose community members to the organizations that exist along the Harlem River. 
 
Friends of the Woods is currently on the Harlem River Working Group's mailing list and would 
like to be included in future mailings. We are interest to know about meetings and events that are 
happening on or around the Harlem River. 
 
We are very excited to be a part of this group and believe in the power of working together as a 
community to improve our quality of life. Friends of the Woods fully supports this iniative and 
looks forward to recieving support from you as well. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Brandy Cochrane, Founder, Program Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                          Friends of the Woods ▪ 2254 Cedar Avenue #1C ▪ Bronx, NY 10468 

718-228-9309 ▪ www.uniwoods.com ▪ thewoods@inbox.com 

University Woods--The natural escape you never knew existed in your own backyard! 
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July 23, 2009 
 
 
National Park Service 
River, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program 
1849 C Street, NW Code 2220 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Friends of Van Cortlandt Park is a nonprofit that in partnership with the 
New York City Department of Parks and Recreation is dedicated to the 
conservation and improvement of Van Cortlandt Park through education and 
stewardship programs.  The Friends have grown to become Van Cortlandt Parks' 
primary free educational organization-- developing educational and stewardship 
programs for over 2,500 children and adults each year.   
 
The Friends of Van Cortlandt Park supports the efforts of the Harlem River 
Working Group (HRWG) to obtain the support of the National Park Service.  
The Friends have supported and attended the BCEQ Harlem River Water 
Conferences and are very interested in being involved with the Working 
Group.  We are especially excited to advocate for Putnam Trail, which runs 
through Van Cortlandt Park and will take walkers, hikers and bikers all the way 
to the Harlem River.  We believe the HRWG is necessary to ensure that the 
Harlem River is protected for our current and future residents.  
 
If you have any questions please contact me at 718-601-1460 or email  
christina@vancortlandt.org. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Christina A. Taylor 
 
Executive Director 


