




Hilary Hinds Kitasei 
20 River Terrace #12M 

New York, New York 10282 

July 29, 2009 

Mr. Steve Golden 
Chief, Conservation Assistance Division 
Rivers, Trails and Conservation Program 
National Parks Service 
15 State Street 
Boston, MA 02109 

Dear Mr. Golden, 

The Bronx Council for Environmental Quality (BCEQ) has applied to you for assistance to formalizing the 
Hudson River Working Group in New York City.  I offered to write in support of this application, because I 
feel so strongly that it is consonant with your mission.  I have worked as a partner with BCEQ on the Henry 
Hudson Parkway Scenic Byway Initiative and the Harlem River Brownfield Opportunity Area Project.  

For three decades, the Harlem River has invoked visions of a glorious harbor park district at the heart of New 
York City, linking its waterfronts, trails and bridges.  Tragically it remains a hole at the center of these plans. 
This is because the waterfront communities, among the richest and poorest in the United States, have had no 
framework for cooperation or continuity.  Instead there has been a wasteful cycle of repeated and haphazard 
public “outreach” by agencies and consultants constantly turning over.  BCEQ stepped in to fill this vacuum 
by forming the Harlem River Working Group.  It has proved to be an enduring coalition of community 
groups and agencies with the best hope for gaining traction on the goal of restoring the Harlem River as the 
nexus of the New York metropolitan region’s waterways and trails. 

With support, BCEQ will do for the Harlem River and New York City what Riverkeeper has done for the 
Hudson River and Valley.

Sincerely, 

Hilary Hinds Kitasei 

Hilary Hinds Kitasei 
Chair, Henry Hudson Parkway Task Force 
Project Manager, Harlem River Brownfield Opportunity Area Project 











 

 
 
  

 
July 22, 2009 
 
National Park Service 
River, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program 
1849 C Street, NW Code 2220 
Washington, DC 20240 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
Partnerships for Parks is an innovative joint program of City Parks Foundation and the 
New York City Department of Parks & Recreation.  Founded in 1995, we help New 
Yorkers work together to make neighborhood parks thrive. Ultimately, our work 
supports a culture of collaboration among people and government that recognizes that 
parks are vital centers of community life.  

Partnerships has worked with many of the Harlem River Working Group members in 
the past to help plan events, conferences and gain access to the water’s edge.  We are a 
member of the Harlem River Working Group, the Harlem River Brownfields 
Opportunity Area and the High Bridge Coalition.  Partnerships for Parks also convened 
the Bronx River Working Group and brought together more than 60 community 
organizations, public agencies and businesses committed to reclaiming the river and 
improving access to it throughout the Bronx. 

We support the efforts of the Harlem River Working Group (HRWG) by providing 
technical assistance, creating a database of meeting and water conference attendees 
and interested organizations and assist with outreach.   It would be an amazing asset to 
residents of the Bronx to have a revitalized, clean and accessible waterfront.   
The assistance of Mr. Jerry Willis, New York Director of River, Trails and Conservation 
Assistance Program, would greatly support this effort. His work on the Bronx River and 
High Bridge Project resulted in additional resources and helped these projects achieve 
their goals.  Partnerships for Parks strongly supports this effort to obtain the support of 
the National Park Service and looks forward to remaining involved with the efforts of 
the HRWG. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Maria Luisa Cipriano 
Maria Luisa Cipriano, 
Bronx Outreach Coordinator 









February 27th, 2009

Dear Sir/Madam,

The Administration, faculty, students, parents and staff unreservedly support the 
Harlem River Working Group and Highbridge Community Life Center in their 
application. Their intent to undertake work on greenway development and promote 
community education in the schools and communities along the Harlem River are 
worthy and noble aspirations. The entire community will benefit wholesomely from these 
efforts.

Thank you for your unfaltering benevolence in making the efforts of these two 
organizations a reality.

Yours sincerely,
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Harlem River Working Group and Highbridge Community Life Center in their 
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July 20, 2009 
 
Harlem River Working Group 
c/o Highbridge Community Life Center 
979 Ogden Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10452 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
As the State Senator of the 28th Senate District, I represent portions of the South and 
West Bronx, and also East Harlem. As such, I cover both sides of the Harlem River, and 
am committed to the restoration of this essential waterway. I write in strong support of 
the Harlem River Working Group’s application to the U.S. National Park Service. 
 
I have worked with and also funded a number of the individual organizations involved 
in the Harlem River Working Group. My participation in Harlem River restoration 
projects could extend to legislative and budgetary action in the future. I also intend to 
promote recreational and volunteer opportunities to residents, and especially youth, 
throughout Manhattan and the Bronx. 
 
Constituents in my district suffer asthma hospitalization rates that are four times the 
national average. Moreover, they lack a strong connection to their local ecology and 
environment. This is primarily due to past injustices in the placement of polluting 
municipal facilities, as well as major infrastructure projects like highways. 
 
I believe now is the time to reclaim our land and our water, and the active collaboration 
of the River, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program is essential to that goal. We 
must leverage the knowledge and expertise of all levels of government, and all sectors of 
society, in order to revitalize the Harlem River. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
José M. Serrano 










