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Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor of New York
Executive Chamber
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

I am writing to urge you to veto A.•{3069c, a bill to alienate 48 acres of Van
Cortlandt Park in my district in the Bronx for purposes of building a chemical water
filtration plant. This would perhaps be the largest alienation we've done in memory;
usually such bills alienate an area much less than one acre. It would be an
environmental disaster for the northwest Bronx.

The issue with regard to this bill is whether to take away parkland, paving the
way for the City of New York to build a gigantic filtration plant on parkland in a densely
populated, poor community. The issue is not whether to provide clean water, rather it is
where to actually build the plant. I would like to let you know the follOWing:

1. The area of parkland to be alienated is 48 acres (43 acres permanently), which is
4 to 5 times the si~e of Yankee Stadium, 3 times the size of the World Trade
Center site, or the equivalent of 38 football fields.

2. There are actually 3 sites currently under consideration by the City_ The other two
are the Harlem River site in the Bronx and the Eastview site in Westchester. While
the Van Cortlandt Park site is the only one in a park and the worst of the three sites,
the other two sites are undesirable as well. The Harlem River location is also close
to a residential community. The Westchester site is opposed by New York City
unions concerned about jobs for their locals.

3. Van Cortlandt Park is not only the worst site because it's on parkland, it's bad
because it is literally right across the street from a densely populated residential
community; it opens us to the charge of environmental racism because the
community affected is a mostly minority, low to moderate income community.

4. There is a fourth choice. Community leaders have put forth another site, under the
Major Deegan Expressway. It's in the Bronx (jobs stay in the City) and it's in my
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district (I'm not trying to dump this into someone else's district.) It doesn't border
any residential area. It's not on parkland and it's very close to the third water tunnel
and the New Croton Aqueduct. It would take a few months for the City to do an
engineering study and an EIS, but the City needs to take time to do the EIS's on the
other sites anyway.

5. A.B06gc does not require the City to go through the ULURP process (Uniform Land
Use Review Process.) No one in the Legislature has seen a map of the area to be
alienated in the bill. No one has seen a cost estimate. In fact, no one has seen any
real documentation on this proposal. It was irresponsible for any legislator to vote
on a project that would cost a billion to two billion dollars without this information. No
one should have voted blindfolded. Yet they did. In the Assembly. the bill barely
passed at 3 o'clock in the morning by a vote of 78-68. The opposition was almost
evenly divided between Republicans and Democrats.

6. Numerous environmental organizations oppose this legislation, inclUding:

• Environmental Advocates of New York
• Sierra Club. Atlantic Chapter
• New Yorkers for Parks
• Arbor Hill Environmental Justice Corporation
• Audubon New York
• New York Parks and Conservation Association
• Open Space Institute
• Riverkeeper. Inc.
• Scenic Hudson
• The Nature Conservancy of New York
• Trust for Public Lands
• Waterfront Park Coalition
• West Harlem Environmental Action
• Friends of Van Cortlandt Park

The Legislature passed this bill in the middle of the night on the last day of session.
Governor, I hope you will rectify a terrible mistake made by the Legislature. We should
insist the City do an engineering study on the fourth possible site. This won't happen if
you sign A.B06gc. You are known for having a strong environmental record. This bill
would create an environmental disaster. Don't sign into law a bill that would destroy an
area of Van Cortlandt Park four to five times the size of Yankee Stadium when there
may be a better choice. Let's complete the EIS's on the other sites. This will take
several months. We still can vote on this issue later after an open and transparent
process.

Thank you.

sne/J:
r:lle(rln;
Member of Assembly
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Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor of New York
Executive Chamber
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

I would like to invite you to join me and several community leaders on a walking
tour of the southeast section of Van Cortlandt Park, the site the New York City
Department of Environmental Protection proposes to build a giant water filtration plant.

Legislation passed both houses (A.8069c/S4791 c) which would alienate 48 acres
of Van Cortlandt Park in my district in the Bronx for purposes of building this chemical
water filtration plant. I have urged you to veto this legislation because I believe it would
be an environmental disaster for the northwest Bronx.

The area of parkland to be alienated is 4 to 5 times the size of Yankee Stadium,
3 times the size of the World Trade Center site, or the equivalent of 38 football fields.
Van Cortlandt Park is the third largest park in New York City and certainly among its
most beautiful. The particular part of the park where the DEP wants to build borders the
poorest of the neighborhoods that surround the park. The mostly minority community of
Norwood is a low to moderate income community that is already heavily impacted by
the many large institutions in the neighborhood. This section of the park is among the
few green areas available to the people of this community.

Please take this opportunity to see for yourself the terrible impact the
construction of the water filtration plant would have on this beautiful and historic park as
well as the NOlWood community. I have no doubt that once you see the area for
yourself by joining us for this tour you will veto this legislation. Thank you.
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RETRIEVE BILL

NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION

submitted in accordance with Assembly Rule III, Sec l(e)

':J,'~_':J,'~~ 9~J:q::~~: An act authorizing the city of New York to discontinue
the use of certain lands as park lands

The purpose of this bill is to provide for the alienation of parkland in
Van Cortlandt Park.

Section one of this bill provides for the alienation of parkland in Van
Cortlandt Park located in the borough of the Bronx, for the purpose of
constructing and operating a water treatment facility capable of treat­
ing up to 290 millions gallons of water per day (MGD) from the Croton
watershed. Section two contains conditions on the alienation authori­
zation, including the following requirements: New York City must set-a­
side of the fair market value of lands being alienated for 'acquisition
of new parklands or capital improvements to existing parklandsi New York
City must enter into a memorandum of understanding (MOU) to identify
park improvement and/or acquisition projects and the City Council must
ratify such MOUi and, New York City must consider dedicating Jerome Park
Reservoir as parkland. Section three contains the metes and bounds of
the lands proposed for permanent alienation. Section four contains the
metes and bounds of the lands proposed for temporary alienation, to be
restored as parkland after construction of the facility is completed.
Section five is the effective date.

JUSTIFICATION:

Pursuant to a Consent Decree entered into by the United States, the New
York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) and the City of New York, the
City is under an obligation to filter water provided from the Croton
watershed, the smallest of the three surface water systems that together
supply drinking water to the City and to approximately one million resi­
dents outside of the City. The Croton watershed comprises 375 square
miles, located primarily in Westchester and Putnam counties; with small­
er portions in Dutchess County and Fairfield County, Connecticut.
Surface water in the watershed is impounded in a series of twelve reser­
voirs and three controlled lakes on the Croton River and its tributaries
and branches. The impounded water is transmitted to the City via the New
Croton Aqueduct. The Croton watershed provides approximately 10 percent
of the City's average daily demand during periods of normal rainfall,
and up to 30 percent of the City's average daily demand when rainfall is
below normal.

PRIOR LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:This is a new bill.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS FOR STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS: None to the
State.

Page 1 of2
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STATE OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

ELIOT SPITZER
Attorney General

TO: COUNSEL TO THE GOVERNOR

Re: SENATE

ASSEMBLY 8069

Legislative Bureau

Inasmuch as this bill does not appear to relate to the functions of the Department
of Law, I am not commenting thereon. However, if there is a particular aspect of the
bill upon which you wish comment, please advise me.

ELIOT SPITZER
ATTORNEY GENERAL

Date: July 14, 2003



THOMAS G. GRIFFEN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

STATE OF NEW YORK
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF REAL PROPERTY SERVICES
16 SHERIDAN AVENUE

ALBANY, NEW YORK 12210-2714

TEL. (518) 474-8821
FAX (518) 474-3657

Website: http://www.orps.state.ny.us

July 11, 2003

RICHARD J. SINNOn
Counsel

The Honorable Richard Plat kin
Counsel to the Governor
Executive Chamber
Room 225
State Capitol
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Mr. Platkin:

Re: Assembly Bill No. 8069-C
By: Committee on Rules

This bill would authorize the City of New York to discontinue
the use of a portion of Van Cortlandt Park as parkland in order to
build a water filtration facility. The City would be required to
enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the Assembly concerning the purchase of
replacement parkland. The bill is intended to help the City comply
wi th a consent decree entered into by the City, the New York State
Department of Health and the Federal Environmental Protection Agency
to improve the purity of the City's water.

This type of bill is necessary because of the doctrine that land
held for park purposes is a public trust and that the alienation of
such land, or dedication to another use, requires an act of the
Legislature. See, Friends of Van Cortlandt Park v. City of New York,
95 N.Y.2d 623, 727 N.Y.S.2d 2, 750 N.E.2d 1050 (2001). Indeed, the
case cited involved the same area and the same planned facility. This
bill is the attempt by the City to comply with the doctrine.
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The Honorable Richard Plat kin
Page 2
July 11, 2003

The subj ect matter of this bill falls outside the purview of
this agency. The only possible impact the bill could have on the
administration of the real property tax would be the possible
diminution of the City's tax base if land currently taxable is
purchased and used as parkland. Accordingly, we take no position with
respect to possible Executive action.

Very truly yours,

/s/

Richard J. Sinnott
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July 16, 2003

The Honorable Richard Platkin
Counsel to the Governor
Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, New York 12224

Re: A.8069
Recommendation: No Objection

Dear Mr. Platkin:

At your request, Empire State Development (ESD) has reviewed the bill referenced
above. The bill would authorize the City of New York to discontinue the use of certain lands as
parklands.

The purpose of this bill is to provide for the alienation of parkland in Van Cortlandt Park
in the Bronx for the construction/operation of a water filtration plant from the Croton watershed.
This watershed provides ten percent of the City's average daily freshwater demand in periods of
normal rainfall and up to thirty percent when rainfall is below normal.

The bill recognizes the importance ofparkland and has put in place conditions on the
alienation authorization. For example, New York City must set-aside of the fair market value of
lands being alienated for acquisition ofnew parklands or capital improvements to existing
parklands and must consider dedicating Jerome Park reservoir as parkland. New York City is
also required to enter a Memorandum ofUnderstanding, that must be ratified by the City
Council, in which the City must identify park improvements and/or acquisition projects. The
metes and bounds are also specified in the bill of the land to be used for the filtration plant.

ESD does not object to this bill since it creates no financial obligations to the State,
requires the City of New York to replace the alienated parkland and the water treatment plant is a
need for the City ofNew York.

Sincerely,

George M. Kazanjian
Legislative Counsel

New York State Department of Economic Development
30 South Pearl Street Albany New York 12245 Tel 518 292 5100
Web Site: www.empire.state.ny.us
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NEWYORK STATE COUNCIL
Of

SHEET METAL WORKERS' INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION

Local l'nion l.F (?\yC)

LOLlll'nion -\ (Bu/blo)

LOc;lll'nion 28 (NYC and Lon~ l~bnd)

LOCII l'nion 38 (Hud~on \ ',I1kT)
LnclllTnion 4(, (R()cht'~rcr)

Locall'nion 58 (S~Tacuse)

Locll Union 83 (:\lnan~')

Local Union 1\2 (Elmira)

Loc;lll'niol1 "2- (SHawse)

Paul N. D'Onofrio
Legislative Counsel
94 Third Avenue

Rensselaer, NY 12144

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
A.8069-A (Rules) / S.4791-A (Rules)

6-" Chesnut Street
Alhany. \:Y J 221 ()

Tel: (518) 432-7393
Fax: (S J8) 434-2502

The undersigned, on behalf of the above-noted local unions of
the Sheet Metal Workers Association, supports the passage of
A.8069-A/S.4791-A.

The instant legislation would permit the City of New York to
construct the Croton Water Filtration Plant in the Bronx.

This facility is essential to NYC's water supply and has been
mandated by the EPA for health and safety concerns with regard to
the purity of the City's potable water.

Failure to enact this bill will only lead to a continued
deterioration of a water source that was once the envy of urban
America.

The Sheet Metal Workers Association requests passage of this
legislation.

Respectfully submitted

Paul N. D'Onofrio
Legislative Counsel

PND!gw
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NEW YORK STATE COUNCIL
Of

SHEET METAL WORKERS' INTERN'ATIONAL ASSOCIATION

Local Union 137 (NYC)
Local Union 71 (Buffalo)
Local Union 28 (NYC and Long Island)
Local Union 38 (Hudson Valley)
Local Union 46 (Rochester)
Local Union 58 (Syracuse)
Local Union 83 (Albany)
Local Union 112 (Elmira)

Local Union 527 (Syracuse)

Paul N. D'Onofrio
Legislative Counsel

94 Third Avenue
Rensselaer, NY 12144

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
A.8069-A (Rules) / S.4791-A (Rules)

67 Chesnut Street
Albany, NY 12210

Tel: (518) 432-7393
Fax: (518) 434-2502

The undersigned, on
the Sheet Metal Workers
A.8069-A/S.4791-A.

The instant legislat
construct the Croton Water

This facility is es
mandated by the EPA for heal
the purity of the City's pota

Failure to enact this bill
deterioration of a water source
America.

of

York to

and has been
regard to

a continued
envy of urban

The Sheet Metal Workers Association requests passage of this
legislation.

Respectfully submitted

Paul N. D'Onofrio
Legislative Counsel

PND/gw
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DENIS M. HUGHES
President

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State ofNew York
State Capitol
Albany, New York 12224

ATT: Richard Platkin, Counsel

Dear Governor Pataki:

PAULF. COLE
Secretary-Treasurer

ED DONNELLY
Legis/atille Director

June 26, 2003

RE: A 8609-C/S 4791-C

The New York State AFL-CIO representing 2.5 million workers and our families
supports construction of the Croton Water Filtration Plant at Van Cortlandt Park in the
Bronx.

The economic impact of the project on the New York City economy, particularly
as it relates to Bronx County is desperately needed now. The need to implement the
Croton project is pressing.

Therefore, this Federation urges the above legislation be signed into law
forthwith.

For further infonnation contact Ed Donnelly, Legislative Director at 518-436-
8470.

ED:eb
opeiu-153

No.1

50 Broadway. 35th Floor
New York, NY 10004-1687
(212) 777-6040
FAX 777-8422 www.nysaflcio.org

GOne15

100 South Swan Street
Albany. NY 12210-1939
(518) 436-8516
FAX 436-8470
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NEW YORK STATE CONFERENCE

.9nte.n.national CUnion at Ope.n.atinq. enq.ine.E.n..6.
100 SOUTH SWAN STREET· ALBANY. NEW YORK 12210 • (518) 463-7551 • FAX (518) 463-7556

Affiliated with the
AFL-CIO

July 1, 2003

The Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor, State of New York
Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

On behalf of the 35,000 members of the fifteen local unions affiliated with
our organization, I am writing to urge your approval of A.8069-C (Rules). This bill
allows the EPA-mandated Croton water-filtration facility to be built beneath the
Mosholu driVing range in the Bronx.

Since the City of New York a decade ago was ordered by the federal
government to filter the water supplied through the Croton watershed, its
Department of Environmental Protection has identified the Mosholu site as the
most feasible and cost-effective location for the necessary facility. Locating it at
an alternative location in Westchester County would increase the cost of the $1.3
billion plant by hundreds of millions of dollars, and would deprive the residents of
the borough of the Bronx, and the City as a whole, of the benefits of the
anticipated construction payroll of $500 million as well as the permanent jobs and
vast ancillary economic benefits its construction will generate.

The ongoing opposition to this project is not grounded in reality or
common sense. The plant must be built. The cash-strapped City government
continues paying fines of $15,000 a day to the federal government for every day
that designating a location for the plant is delayed. Construction of infrastructure
projects beneath City parks has successfully been done before. The size of the
facility has been significantly scaled down from its original design so as to
minimize disruption to Van Cortland Park; in fact, the driving range will be
improved from its current condition dUring construction. $200 million of the

Qi10Il t (~



savings the City will realize by locating the plant at Mosholu will be designated for
park improvements throughout the Bronx. Most important, the bill will ensure that
the job opportunities to be created by this project will be available to City
residents - especially Bronx residents - and not exported to the suburbs.

In 2001, in regard to this project, the Court of Appeals ruled that any
action having a significant effect upon parkland requires the approval of the
Legislature in order to go forward. The Legislature has given its approval, and
your signing of the bill is now necessary for the benefits of this project to become
reality. The narrow parochial interests of the bill's opponents should not be
allowed to derail a project of such importance to New York City's economy and
the health of its residents. Accordingly, our organization joins with the City
administration, the construction industry, the Building Trades, conservation
groups, editorial boards and other supporters of this crucial legislation to strongly
urge your approval. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

~~A1~
Thomas P. Maguire
President
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LOCAL UNION 147, L.I.U.N.A.
COMPRESSED AIR and FREE AIR • SHAFT • TUNNEL • FOUNDATION

CAISSON· SUBWAY· COFFERDAM· SEWER CONSTRUCTION WORKERS
of New York and New Jersey States and Vicinity

New York State AFL-CIO

rfitz@liuna147.org
RICHARD T. FITZSIMMONS
Business ManagerlSecretary-Treasurer

Honorable George Pataki
Governor, State ofNew York
State Capitol
Albany, New York 12224
Re: A8069-C/S4791-C

Dear Governor,

4332 Katonah Avenue
Bronx, NY 10470

www.Iiuna147.org

July 2,2003

(718) 994-6664-5
FAX (718) 994-5717

jryan@liuna147.org
JAMES RYAN

President

We are doing something that we normally never do, but the importance ofthe issue
requires that we respectfully request that you sign legislation which will enable the city ofNew
York to build the water filtration plant ofthe Croton Water Aqueduct in the borough ofthe
Bronx.

New York's Sandhogs and Miners Union Local 147 LIUNA has built every major
infrastructure facility in New York from the foundation of the Brooklyn Bridge, all of the
subway tunnels as well as all ofthe water and sewer tunnels. We urge you to give us the
opportunity to continue that tradition by locating the filtration plant ofthe Croton Aqueduct in
Van Cortland Park in the Bronx.

A number of our members live in the community. We also maintain our union hall in the
same community. We are now experiencing 80% unemployment, which means we have the
sandhogs available to begin this important project.

We look forward to your favorable reply.

sw;;~
~~d T.~~mons -
Business Mgr./Secty.Treas.

.~288
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Bricklayers & Allied Craftworkers
Local Union No.1

Santo Lanza/arne . p,.esident
Jeremiah Sullivan· Secretary-Treasurer

Field Representatives

Jack Argila
Michael Barbera
Robert Cianfrone
Lawrence Crovatto
Anthony LaCava, Jr.

July 7, 2003

4 Court Square
Long Island City, NY 11101

718-392-0525 Fax: 718-392-1068

Field Representatives

Nunzio Mazzarone
Robert Van Fechtmann
Forest Willis
Zack Winbush

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The Capital
Albany, New York 1224

RE: Assembly bill #8609-C/Senate bill #4791-C
Dear Honorable Pataki:

As President of Bricklayers & Allied Craftworkers Local 1 NY I respectfully request that you act favorably
on the proposed construction of the Croton water filtration plant. Clean water is an essential health
benefit for the people ofNew York City.

When under construction, 5000 new jobs will be added generating over (500,000,000) five hundred million
dollars in payroll, which in tum increases the tax revenue for or State and City Governments.

Jobs stimulate consumer confidence and spending which most economists agree is the key ingredient to
insure an economical and sustained recovery in our States.

Sincerely,

~4t~~
Santo Lanzaf1 me
President

SL:bs
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BOILERMAKERS • IRON SHIP BUILDERS

t i1.j

BLACKSMITHS • FORGERS 1& HELPERS

JERRY CONNOLLY
BU8in~ Manager

secretary-Treasurer

BOILERMAKERS LOCAL LODGE No.5

TOM COOK
Assistant Business Manager

President

TOM KLEIN
Assistant Business Manager

Vice President

July 3,2003

The Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State ofNew York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki,

I am writing to you as the Business Manager, Secretary-Treasurer for Boilermakers Local
Lodge No.5 with offices located at 24 Van Siden Avenue, Floral Park, NY.

As you are aware, Mayor Michael Bloomberg is asking for your approval to build a $1.3
billion water filtration plant under the Mosholu Golf Course in the Bronx.

The State Assembly has passed bill #8069-C and the Senate has passed bill #4791-C
which would authorize the use of this site. At this point we need your support and
strongly urge you to sign this legislation into law.

Ifyou refuse to sign this legislation it will result in additional delays and most probably
result in the building of the facility outside ofNew York City, most likely in Westchester
County. This would result in the loss of thousands ofjobs for New York City. New York
City water rate payers would foot the biB and \Vestchester County would reap the
benefits.

The Mosholu Golf Course site is the best site for this project in terms of cost, safety and
ease of engineering. If this site is approved by you signing the legislation into law, the
City will commit $200 million for improvements to Van Cortland Park and other parks
and open spaces in the Bronx. This is a win-win situation for everyone. If the plant is
built outside of the City there will be few jobs for New York City residents and no new
money for parks in the Bronx.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has obtained a court order compelling the
City to tilter water from the Croton Reservoir. Environmental officials are convinced that
the water must be treated to ensure the health and safety of the millions ofNew Yorkers

24 Van Bielen Avenue • Floral Park, NY 11001 • 516-326-2500 • 718-895-7722 • 516-326-3435 Fax
1)~54
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BOILERMAKERS LOCAL LODGE No.5

who drink water that flows through the Croton system. Over thirty (30%) percent of the
Bronx relies exclusively on the Croton drinking water, as do many residents in
Manhattan.

By building this plant in the Bronx, the employment opportunities and economic
investment would benefit the borough and city as a whole. The construction of this plant
will create thousands of new union jobs in the area, many of which will be filled by
residents of the Bronx and other boroughs.

The construction jobs that will be created will be well paying positions that can support a
family. Construction workers who are paid prevailing wages on this project are the
backbone ofmany middle class neighborhoods in New York City. A more prosperous
New York City results in increased revenues for the State. New York City is the
economic engine that drives New York. We all know the effects of 9/11 have rippled
through the state economy, this project would help revive a depressed economy.

Boilennakers Local Lodge No.5 has over 300 members, the majority of whom are New
York City residents. On behalf of the membership of Local 5 I respectfully request that
you sign this legislation into law immediately.

Thank you in advance for your time concerning this important matter.

Sincerely,

J~?nn~
Business Manager/
Secretary-Treasurer
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ARCHITECTURAL AND ORNAMENTAL IRON WORKERS

LOCAL UNION No. 580

THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
of Bridge, Structural, Ornamental and Reinforcing Iron Workers

HEADQUARTERS

501 WEST 42nd STREET
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036
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JUly 3, 2003

PHONE: 594-1662-1665
FAX: 564-2748

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The Capital
Albany, N.Y. 12224

In Support Of: A 8069-C/S 4791-C

Dear Governor Pataki:

The City of New York is requesting the approval of the
State Legislature to construct the Croton Water Filtration
Plant under the Mosholu Golf Course in Van Cortlandt Park in
the Bronx, I am writing on behalf of my members to ask you
to support building the facility at the Bronx location.

After studying locations in westchester and the Bronx,
the NYC Department of Environmental Protection has concluded
that building at the Mosholu site would best protect our
water supply from contamination at the least cost to
taxpayers and with substantial benefits to the city.

Over 30 percent of the Bronx, relies exclusively on
Croton drinking water as do residents of many parts of
Manhattan. In the past, the building and construction
trades have supported efforts made by Bronx elected
officials and environmental groups to avoid filtering the
water. No one wants to spend our hard earned wages on a
facility that is not absolutely critical. But the u.s.
Environmental Protection Agency has obtained a court order
compelling the City to filter water from the Croton
reservoirs. Environmental officials are convinced that the
water must be treated to protect the health and safety of
the millions of New Yorkers who drink Croton water.

0f1(1nf)l),_." ~<.... '# .... j .•



It would cost up to $500 million more to construct this
facility outside of the City. Our understanding is that
some of the money that is saved by building in the Bronx
will be invested in parks and community amenities. If
building in the Westchester town of Mount Pleasant would
bring City tax payments to support improvements in local
schools, parks and services, building in the Bronx, should
bring the same benefits to the borough.

If this facility is built in the Bronx, the employment
opportunities and economic investment will greatly benefit
the borough and the City as a whole. The construction of
this plant will create thousands of new union jobs in the
area, many of which will be filled by residents of the Bronx
and other boroughs. The construction jobs that will be
created will be prevailing wage jobs that can support a
family. New York City construction workers who are paid
prevailing wage on this project will spend money on local
stores and businesses. We're particularly proud of the
support that Bronx construction workers bring to the Bronx
stores and the Bronx doctors and hospitals. Bronx
healthcare finances are so much better when the union
welfare funds are flourishing because union construction
workers are working.

My union represents more that 1500 working men and
women, over half live in the City of New York. We need you
to support building this important pI:'oject in the Bronx. We
look forward to hearing your views.

Sincerely,

C-· ...., G',,', ,I •

\-.......d.\::~..>\\..t"'l~::J ~:\.'\'\~O-~~
Dennis A. Lusardi
Business Manager-FST

DAL/nd
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PLASTERERS FOR GLAZING AND DRY WALL TAPING

C. 1') f

Tel: (718) 597·3004
Fax: (718)792-5652

Operative Plasterers' and Cement Masons' International Association

LOCAL 530
3250 Westchester Avenue, Suite 210

Bronx, NY 10461
CARMINE MINGOIA

PRESIDENT

BUSINESS MANAGER

MEMBORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TO: Governor George Pataki

FR: George Nickoletos, Vice PresidentiSecretary-Treasurer, Local 530

RE: Croton Filter Plant in the Bronx -
Senate Bill # 4791c/Assembly Bill # 8069c

GEORGE NICKOLETOS
VICE PRESIDENT

SECRETAR}" TREASURER

I urge you to sign the above referenced legislation into law. You must act now to
build the water filtration plant under the Mosholu Driving Range in the Bronx's Van
Cortlandt Park. Your signature on this bill will allow this construction project to move
forward.

My union's headquarters is in the north Bronx, not far from the site of this
proposed facility. I know that people in the borough complain about the quality of the
drinking water. Furthermore, my members often tell me about the terrible conditions in
so many of the parks in their neighborhoods. If you sign this bill, the Bronx gets the
benefits of clean water, parks investment and jobs.

A recent New York Times editorial pointed out that Mayor Bloomberg "is
offering Bronx residents $200 million for improvements to Van Cortlandt Park and
other open spaces in the Bronx. This strikes us as a win-win deal for all concerned,
worthy of Albany's support...The Environmental Protection Agency ordered the
city to build a filtration plant in 1992 and has been waiting with diminishing
patience ever since...Mr. Bloomberg has settled on Van Cortlandt as the cheapest,
safest and most practical location. The new, smaller plant would be constructed
underground and would only disturb the driving range, which would be restored
after construction...The $200 million in new money that Mr. Bloomberg has
promised the Bronx park system as a whole will yield benefits for years to come"

If you veto this bill, the project will go to a location in Westchester County,
costing the City $500 million more to construct and costing New York City workers
thousands ofjobs. We need these jobs now more than ever in a time ofeconomic
hardship.

Please support construction at this site in the Bronx.



American Federation of State, County &Municipal Employees, AFL·CIO
125 BARCLAY STREET • NEW YORK. NY 10007-2179

In addition, this project will create additional jobs. On behalf of the
125,000 members we represent, I respectfully urge you to approve this measure.

I am writing to urge you to approve A.8069-C/Rules -- S.4791-C/Rules.
This legislation provides for both the temporary and pemlanent alienation ofland
in Van Cortlandt Park, located in the Borough of the Bronx, for the purpose of
constructing and operating a water treatment facility capable oftreating up to 290
million gallons of water per day (MGD) from the Croton watershed.

July 8, 2003

Croton Watershed Treatment
A.8069-C/Rules - S.4791-C

RE:

Pursuant to a Consent Decree entered into by the United States, the New
York State Department ofHealth (NYSDOH) and the City ofNew York, the city
is under obligation to filter water provided from the Croton watershed, the
smallest ofthree surface water systems that together supply drinking water to the
City and to approximately one million residents outside of the City. The Croton
watershed provides approximately 10 percent ofthe City's average daily demand
during periods of nonnal rainfall and up to 30 percent when rainfall is below
normal.

Dear Governor Pataki:

Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor ofNew York
Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

Associate Director
Oliver Gray

Retirees Association
Stuart Leibowitz

Vice Presidents:
Gloria E. Acevedo
Donald Afflick
Leonard Allen
Patrick J. Bahnken
Melvin Bentley
Mario A. Braga
Carmen Charles
Santos Crespo
Charles Ensley
Claude Fort
Carolyn Harper
Michael Hood
Barry Jamison
Clifford Koppelman
Raymond Markey
Alex Parker
Walthene Primus
Joan Reed
Eddie Rodriguez
Robert Schirmer
John Socha
James J. Tucciarelli
Esther (Sandy) Tucker
Mat Misbah Uddin
Edna M. Williams

ULLIAN ROBERTS
Executive Director

VERONICA MONTGOMERY-COSTA
President

EDWARD W. HYSYK
Secretary

MARK ROSENTHAL
Treasurer

Telephone: 212-815- 1511
Fax: 212-815- 1516

Sincerely,

r~
Lillian Roberts
Executive Director

cc: Richard Platkin
John Cahill
William Howard



United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners
OFAMERICA

505 EIGHTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10018

JOHN E. GREANEY
President

and Business Manager

June 30, 2003

INSTITUTED AUGUST12, 1881

ALWAYS DEMAND THE LABEL

LOCAL UNION No. 608

PHONE: (212) 643-1070
FAX: (212) 643-2974

THOMAS J. McKEON
Financial Secretary

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State ofNew York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

I write to you with a deep sense of urgency concerning the building of the Croton Water Filtration
Plant. As you know, New York City is under a federal court order to build a plant to filter water from the
Croton Resrvoir which supplies much ofNew York City's drinking water. Legislation that will allow the city
to build the Croton filtration plant under the Mosholu driving range in Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx has
been or will soon be sent to your office for approval. (See Assembly Bill #8609-C/Senate Bill #4791-C).

The building of this essential facility for New Yorkers is long overdue. Residents ofBronx County
and New York City as a whole deserve clean and drinkable water. The construction of this facility also will
provide funding for other city facilities and our troubled park system. The Mosholu golf course in Van
Cortlandt will also be rebuilt. The site chosen for construction is also the most practical and most cost
effective solution for this long overdue project.

Governor Pataki, the carpenters in New York City and all ofNew York State have been your
friends and have helped you when needed to do so. Please review this legislation and strongly
consider signing it for the good ofall New Yorkers. Ifwe can be of any help in the future, please do
not hesitate to call on us.

CC: Michael J. Ford

~Il
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Affiliations
INTERNATIONAL AsSOCIATION OF BRIDGE, STRUC11IRAL,

ORNAMENTAL AND R£lNI'ORClNG IRON WORKERS

AFL·CIO
BUD.DING TIWlES DEPAR1MENT Of AFL·CIO
THE lRONWOKKfIlS DISTRICT COUNCIL
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New York and Vicinity
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Telephone: (212) 535-2323 • Fax: (212) 535-3203
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Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State ofNew York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

July 1,2003

I am writing to ask you to sign Assembly Bill # 8069-C, and Senate Bill
# 4791-C. This legislation will allow the city to build the Croton Water
Filtration Plant under the Driving Range at Van Cortlandt in the Bronx. I am a
Business Agent of Local 46 the Metallic Lathers and Reinforcing Ironworkers
of New York, which is a 1200 member branch of the Ironworkers International.
Our Local, strongly supports the construction of this facility at this location in
'the Bronx.

For the record my Union Members and I are first and foremost citizens of
New York. We care how our tax dollars are used and would not want to see our
city's resources wasted on any project that was not absolutely necessary,
especially now during these difficult economic times. Having said that let me
state that the majority of information that I have read pertaining to our drinking
water, and the proposed plant has led me to the conclusion that we are past the
point of detennining if it should be built. We need to site it, and build it as soon
as possible.

000027



The United States Environmental Protection Agency has obtained a court
order compelling the City to filter water from the Croton Reservoirs. A site for
the plant must be selected. The EPA is convinced that in order to ensure the
health and safety of the millions of New Yorkers who drink Croton water it
must be filtered.

After studying locations in Westchester and the Bronx, the New York
City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) concluded that building
the plant at the Bronx site would best protect our drinking water from
contamination at the least cost. Building the plant in Westchester County would
cost $500 million more in construction expenses, and would mean thousands of
fewer jobs for New York City workers.

Building in the Bronx will create employment opportunities and act as an
economic catalyst that will benefit the borough, and the City as a whole. The
construction of this plant will create thousands of new union jobs in the area,
many of which will be filled by residents of the Bronx, and the other boroughs.
The construction jobs that will be created on this project will be Prevailing
Wage jobs, decent paying jobs that our citizens need to support their families.
Construction workers who are paid prevailing wages are the backbone of many
middle class neighborhoods in our city. The medical benefits earned by these
workers provide healthcare services for their families, and support the New
York City health care system.

I have attended many hearings, and written many letters in recent months
expressing my organizations concerns, and support of this project. I was there at
City Hall when the City Council's approval was obtained. I was thrilled to learn
that the New York State Senate, and the Assembly passed the necessary
legislation needed to allow the City ofNew York to build it in the Bronx.

We now need and would very much appreciate your support on this
essential project.

.~r~~~
~~~ne

Business Agent, Local 46



C 17)
Building, Concrete, Excavating & Common Laborers Union

Local No. 731, of Greater New York

JOSEPH O'AMATO, Business Manager
FRANK P. OMBRES, Secretary-Treasurer

~118

Affiliated with the Laborers, International Union Office: 34·11119 35th Ave., Astoria, NY 11106

olNorthAmerica, AFL-CIO Telephone No (718) 706-0720

Fax No (718) 706-1734

June 30, 2003

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

In Support of: A8609-C/S 4791-C

To the Honorable George Pataki:

We urge you to support the signing of the Croton Filtration Plant bill. To
hesitate would create hardship for the families who rely on the income generated
by construction projects like this.

Approximately 1,000 jobs will be generated by this project along with a boost to
the community's economy, and would also generate countless revenue needed
by our city and state. This project will insure clean water for future generations
and have a healthy impact for all New Yorkers.

It's time we look to our future now...

Sincerely,

6
Frank P. 0 res
Secretary- reasurer

FPO/gs
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INTERNATIONAL BROTHERIIOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS
ORGANIZED JUNE 26, 1915

I.B.E.W.

Local 3 (New York City;
Westchester-Fairfield)

Local 236 (Schenectady, Troy, Albany)
Local 910 (Watertown)
Local 43 (Syracuse)
Local 86 (Rochester)
Local 41 (Buffalo)
Local 237 (Niagara Falls)
Local 25 (Nassau/Suffolk)

Affiliated with
NEW YORK STATE A.F.L.-c.I.O.

NEW YORK STATE BUILDING TRADES COUNCIL

Paul N. D'Onofl'io
Legislative Counsel
67 Chestnut Street
Albany, NY 12210

(518) 432-7393
Fax: (518) 434-2502

Local 1049 (Hauppauge)
Local 363 (Rockland, Orange,

Dutchess, Sullivan, Ulster)
Local 139 (Elmira)
Local 325 (Binghamton)
Local 241 (Ithaca)
Local 1249 (East Syracuse)
Local 106 (Jamestown)

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
A.8069-A (Rules) / S.4791-A (Rules)

The undersigned, on behalf of the abovl9-noted local construction
unions of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, and Local
Union No.3 in particular, supports the passage of A.8069-A/S.4791-A.

The instant legislation would permit the City of New York to
construct the Croton Water Filtration Plant in the Bronx.

This facility is essential to NYC's water supply and has been
mandated by the EPA for health and safety concerns with regard to the
purity of the City's potable water.

Failure to enact this bill will only lead to a continued
deterioration of a water source that was once the envy of urban America.

The IBEW requests passage of this legislation.

Respectfully submitted

Paul N. D'Onofrio
Legislative Counsel

PND/gw



MICHAEL R. BLO()MBERG
Mayor

City of New York
City Hall

New York, N.Y. 10007

July 22, 2003

By Telecopy

The Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
State Capitol
Albany NY 12224

Re: A.8069-C/S.4791-C

Dear Governor Pataki:

As per our discussion, 1 am writing in support of the above referenced bill, which
would authorize the City's use ofportions of Van Cortlandt Park in the Borough of the Bronx for
the construction and operation of a water filtration plant and related facilities for the Croton
water supply system. 1 recognize and appreciate that you have legitimate concerns regarding the
scope and content of the environmental review required by the bill, and the manner in which
funds will be distributed in accordance with the bill for the acquisition and/or improvement of
parkland and recreational facilities in the Bronx. While 1 support the chapter amendment that
you have proposed to the Legislature and continue to urge the State Assembly to join the State
Senate in supporting your amendments, 1believe that the City can address your concerns even in
the absence of a commitment by the Assembly to pass a chapter amendment.

The final environmental impact statement ("EIS") issued in 1998 for the Croton
water treatment plant project evaluated eight alternative sites for the water treatment project and
one additional site for related facilities only. One of the sites evaluated was the Mosholu Golf
Course site in Van Cortlandt Park, which was identified in the final EIS as the preferred site for
the project. This past April, in accordance with the federal Consent Decree governing
construction of this facility, the City issued a draft EIS that evaluated two new sites for the
Croton water treatment plant: the Harlem River site in the Bronx, and the Eastview site in
Westchester County. The City is now in the process of preparing a supplemental EIS that will
evaluate the Mosholu Golf Course site in its current configuration, which has been reduced in
size since the 1998 final EIS was issued. On behalf of the City, I commit that the supplemental
EIS also will include a comparative assessment of the Mosholu, Eastview and Harlem River
sites, and result in, among other things, the identification of a preferred site for the water
treatment plant.



The Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
Page No.2

With respect to the amount of parkland to be alienated and/or improved, the City
commits to spending at least $200 million to acquire additional parkland and/or perform capital
improvements to existing park and recreational facilities. The City's commitment to spend these
funds, and the list of eligible projects on which these funds can be spent, will have to be
approved by the City Council. However, I pledge to include you in the process by which eligible
projects are identified, and commit that the City will not execute a memorandum of
understanding (MOD) until you and I are in full agreement on eligible projects. I understand
from our discussions that you intend to consult with Bronx Borough President Adolfo Carrion,
Jr. as part of this process.

In addition, I can assure you that the City's intentions with respect to how these
funds should be distributed are entirely consistent with the specific selection criteria set forth in
your proposed chapter amendment. As a result, I am confident that these funds will be spent on
worthwhile projects that will benefit affected Bronx residents, local communities and the
environment. To reiterate:

1. The Supplemental EIS will include a comparative assessment of all three
relevant sites, including an updated assessment of the ~10sholu site in its current configuration.

2. I commit to work with you to identify eligible projects subject to the bill
and assure you that the City will not execute the MOU until you and I are in full agreement on
eligible projects. I understand that you intend to consult with Bronx Borough President Adolfo
Carrion, Jr. as part of this process.

On behalf of the City of New York, I thank you for your longstanding
commitment to protecting New York City's water supply and ensuring that City residents have
access to clean and safe drinking water.



GIFFORD MILLER

SPEAKER

The Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor of the State ofNew York
The Executive Chamber, Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

THE COUNCIL
OF

THE CITY OF NEW YORK
CITY HALL.

NEW YORK, NY 10007

July 9,2003

TELEPHONE
2 I 2-788-72 10

I am writing to urge you to support S.4791-C and A.8069-C, which would authorize
the City of New York to alienate parcels of land in Van Cortlandt Park for the purpose of
building the federally mandated water filtration plant for the Croton water supply.

Over the course of the past few months, the New York City Council conducted three
extensive public hearings on the issue of building a water filtration plant for the Croton water
supply at the Van Cortlandt site. During that time, the Council heard testimony from over 60
witnesses and thoroughly examined the proposed state legislation authorizing alienation, as well
as the city's proposal to build the plant on the Van Cortlandt site. During the public hearings, it
became clear that many environmental and parks advocates felt that a Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) should be conducted before building the plant at the
Van Cortlandt site. Therefore, before it would pass a home rule message, the Council insisted
that the state legislation require a SEIS, and the state legislation was amended accordingly. On
June 12, 2003, the New York City Council, by an overwhelming majority, passed a home rule
message authorizing the state to pass S.4791-C and A.8069-C.

As you know, pursuant to a Federal Consent Decree, New York City is required to
build a water filtration plant for the Croton watershed. Because the city has not met a number of
deadlines set forth in the Consent Decree-such as identifying a preferred site by April 30, 2003
and obtaining legislative authorization to use the Van Cortlandt site by April IS, 2003-the city
is incurring fines of approximately $7,500 per day. The failure to sign the above-referenced
legislation will result in continued violation of the Consent Decree and the imposition of
additional fines.

In addition to satisfying the deadlines pursuant to the Federal Consent Decree, the
alienation legislation is an essential step in ensuring that New York City residents are provided
with safe drinking water that meets aU United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
drinking water standards. While Croton water has historically met all existing health-based
water quality regulations, on June 25, 2003, the EPA announced that the Croton system had
violated a national health standard for drinking water. The city and state must ensure that the
Croton water system, which provides water to largely low-income communities of color, is as
safe as the city's other water sources.

(Continued)



Pataki. The Honorable George E.
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The benefits to Bronx parks resulting from the city's proposal to build the plant at the
Van Cortlandt site are impressive. In exchange for use of the Van Cortlandt site for the water
filtration plant, the city has committed $243 million dollars for the acquisition and improvement
of parks in the Bronx. These funds represent the largest capital grant for parks use ever
contemplated in the Borough of the Bronx. The state legislation requires that these funds be
allocated pursuant to a Memorandum of Understanding that would ensure continued public input
with respect to such funding allocation.

Finally, the construction of the filtration plant at the Mosholu site will assure that the
Bronx receives the maximum possible economic benefit from the Croton filtration project. The
DEP predicts that approximately 650 workers will be employed at the construction site during
peak construction periods, and that the economic ripple effect of such activity is expected to
generate over 3,000 jobs in the Bronx.

Given the importance of clean drinking water for all New York City residents; the
provisions in the legislation that would safeguard residents against an environmentally unsound
project, such as the required SEIS; the mandates of the Federal Consent Decree; the commitment
of $243 million dollars for Bronx parks; and the economic benefits generated by building the
plant at the Van Cortlandt site, I respectfully urge you to sign S.4791-C and A.8069-C into law.

Thank you for supporting this important piece of legislation.

AGM/gs
#2268



P.O. Box 550
New Paltz. NY 12561

Fax 845/255.4084

•

SUPERVISOR

Donald Wilen
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Steve Ruelke
845/255.0620
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Marian Cappillino
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HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT
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TOWN JUSllCES

Jonathan Katz
845/255.0043

Bartlett Wagner
845/255.0041
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Governor George Pataki
Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, New York 12224

27 June 2003
Dear Governor,

We urge you to veto bills A.8069 and S.4791as we oppose New York City's
proposal to alienate over 40 acres of Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx for
the purpose of siting a $1.3 billion dollar chemical filtration plant for
Croton water.

NYC's proposal is direct contravention of the purposes ofparkland use. The
appropriation ofparkland for industrial purposes sets a dangerous precedent
for all New York State communities.

Further, NYC's failure to adequately protect the Croton watershed over the
last 40 years should not now justify its plan to use parkland for industrial
purposes. Indeed, we believe NYC should seek technological alternatives to
filtration and institute a comprehensive and vigorous campaign to protect its
watershed and prevent suburban sprawl.

Curbing residential development in the watershed would not only result in
cleaner water but serves the dual purpose ofdecreasing upstate ratepayers
costs which are scheduled to increase by 11.66% on July I, 2003. As you
may know, New Paltz uses NYC water and the City increases the water
rates to pay property taxes on NYC-owned land in Northern Westchester
and Putnam where unprecedented residential development continues to
cause property taxes to skyrocket due to the resulting increased burden on
community services.

Consequently, we ask you to veto NYC's ill-considered plan as alternatives
should be explored to reduce sprawl, protect parkland and reduce upstate
water rates.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

www.townofnewpaltz.com

Donald Wilen
Supervisor

CC: Mayor Jason West, Village ofNew Paltz
New Paltz Chamber ofCommerce

DW/gtk



Friends of Jerome Park Reservoir
clo Tina Argenti, Chairperson, 3446 Giles Place, Bronx, NY 10463

July 10, 2003

VIA Facsimile (518) 486-9749 and US Mail
The Honorable George Pataki, Governor
The State of New York
The Executive Chamber
Albany, New York 12224

RE: Van Cortlandt Park Alienation
Dear Governor Pataki:

The purpose of this leller is to urge you to veto the Cversio=~ and 84791 PllllSed on June 20, 2003 by the
Legislature. This bill authorizes the City of New York to aliena am:hrrVan Cortlandt Park.

We represent the Friends of Jerome Park Reservoir, acommunity group consisting of neighborhood organizations
around the reservoir - the home of 50,000 people and 25,000 students. We have been involved in encouraging
community participation for the Croton Water Treatment Plant, and its many components. Since the mid 1980's, we
have been involved in monitoring the work of the New York City Department of Environmental Protection in and
around Jerome Park Reservoir and the Croton Watershed. We witnessed the construction noise, pollution and
destruction during the building of the dividing wall in the reservoir, including the midnight work schedule to allow
teaching in the local schools during the day.

But we were foolish and gullible. In the 1990's, we were appeased by the then DEP Commissioner into thinking he
was working toward placing the project in Westchester, only to find that he signed astipulation to build the plant IN
our reservoir. Nine months after they signed the papers, the agency came to our community and discovered they
mistakenly awoke asleeping giant.

It was then that our community came to define public participation. We rallied. We wrote. We called. We went to
meetings. We read PDEIS, DEIS, EIS, etc. We re-wrote PDEIS, DEIS, EIS, etc. We learned a lot. The DEP staff
even thought we were all one big family (signing in as part of the GAC), and the consultants showcased us by inviting
in visitors to see us in action. We advocated for the watershed - and met many of your staff.

However, the recent City administration has been the most difficult as they have resorted to anew fashioned public
participation campaign - in the media. While the fourth estate is an admirable profession, it is aprivate enterprise
and does not qualify as participatory government. Despite assertions that DEP have been open and public about
their project, it is an excuse. They have been secretive (we FOIL'dI for the April 16, 2003 Mayoral Override Memo),
and withdrawn (no public meetings between the agency and the communities involved, no citizens advisory
committee, no documents explaining the proposal). This would nolt be so serious aviolation of the public trust if there
were no alternatives, if this was truly the last resort.

But no one knows that for sure. No agency in the City of New York has voted to alienate parkland. No land use
process has been completed - or even started to alienate parkland. There has been no public review, or
environmental impact statement comparing the other alternatives. Since the DEP use carrots to gain favor with
stakeholders, it is difficult to ascertain legislative intent.

Finally, don't let them trick you into thinking this is amatter of fines. Ask your own agency representative (New York
State Department of Health) for the truth of the fines. They only have to choose asite (from two available now) and
they have plenty of time to do this right (if they think the park is the only site).

Be strong. We will stand with you, if you will stand for us.



~SIERRA
.~N~Y~

ATLANTIC CHAPTER

July 17, 2003

The Honorable George E. Pataki
Executive Chamber
New York State Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

Re: S.4791-C/A. 8069-C and proposed chapter amendments.

Dear Governor Pataki:

We appreciate the opportunity to provide input as you make a decision regarding the legislation
authorizing the alienation of 47 acres of Van Cortlandt Park. We thank you for sharing chapter
amendments proposed to address deficiencies in the legislation passed by the Senate and the
Assembly. These amendments appear to recognize the serious flaws in the siting process used
by New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) in their rush to build a filtration
plant in Van Cortlandt Park. The proposed amendments also recognize that there will be a
significant impact on the communities adjacent to the site where the DEP wants to build the
facility.

While the amendments to the bill you propose improve on the alienation process by requiring
analysis of alternative sites, specifying the amount of money to be provided for mitigation, and
by giving priority to mitigation projects in the affected community, the Sierra Club believes that
amending the alienation authorization bill cannot fix the fundamental flaws with DEP's proposal.

To begin with, recent statements by Mayor Bloomberg demonstrate that the City is committed to
the Van Cortlandt Park site and will undoubtedly choose this site if alienation is authorized
regardless of the results of environmental reviews proposed in the chapter amendments.
Nothing in the bill or proposed chapter amendments will mitigate the construction-related
impacts on the communities living right next to the site. If you do not veto this bill, these
communities will be forced to breath air contaminated by diesel exhaust from trucks
hauling excavated material from the site and from off road construction vehicles. As you
know, the construction period is slated to last for seven years. The residents next to this site will
also be subjected to the increased dust; noise and other impacts of the blasting that will have to
occur to accomplish the 100-foot excavation into bedrock required by construction plans.

In addition the Norwood community will lose a significant portion of parkland permanently. S.
4791-C/A.8069-C authorizes the alienation of 47 acres of parkland, but only requires that 5 of
those acres be returned to park use. This parkland is currently used for passive recreation by
Bronxites and other city residents. Since the lands in question will be maintained by the City for
other uses, the communities will permanently lose this passive recreational use.

It would be one thing to ask low income minority communities that already have
disproportionately high rates of asthma, to bear a significant reduction in air quality and quality
of life if there was an immediate and pressing health threat faced by people drinking water from
the Croton system, and if the Van Cortlandt Park site was the only option for constructing a
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filtration plant. However, nothing could be further from the truth. The DEP has not shown that
the Van Cortlandt Park site is the only feasible location for the plant or even the best location.
In the case of water quality, the only potential threat to public health comes from elevated levels
of haloactetic acids, and New York City is currently pursuing other means to address these
substances.

Nothing short of your veto of S.4791-C/A.8069-C can prevent a significant and unnecessary
environmental injustice from occurring. We appreciate the significant attention and serious
consideration that you are giving this critical issue and thank you for considering our comments.

lece0
Ken Saer
Atlantic Chapter Chair
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ARBOR HILL ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE CORPORATION
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCATES OF NEW YORK

NEW YORKERS FOR PARKS
NEW YORK PARKS AND CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION

NEW YORK PUBLIC INTEREST RESEARCH GROUP
OPEN SPACE INSTITUTE

RIVERKEEPER, INC
SCENIC HUDSON

TRUST FOR PUBLIC LANDS
WATERFRONT PARK COALITION

WEST HARLEM ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION

July 1,2003
Governor George Pataki
State Capitol
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

We urge you to veto A8069 and S4791, legislation that would give the City pennission to
alienate important parkland in Van Cortlandt Park. The proposed legislation is premature,
does not meet the nonnal standard for alienation legislation, and may be unconstitutional.

The New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is seeking
legislation that would allow DEP to construct the Croton filtration plant at a site in Van
Cortlandt Park. During the construction period and perhaps beyond, approximately 42 ­
50 acres of the park would be an active construction site and closed to the public. This
request is premature because the State Environmental Quality Review Act process
(SEQRA) has not been completed and the preferred site has not yet been chosen.

Parkland in New York City is a scarce commodity. Of the 25 most densely populated
cities in the United States, New York City ranks 21 st in tenns of parks and open space per
1000 residents. Our parks are very precious for all of our residents and should be
protected for future generations. Parkland should not be alienated except under
exceptional circumstances, only as a last resort, and only after full public review of the
need for the alienation.

This request comes when the DEP has not produced a Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) or other documentation that describes the pros and cons of the new proposal for
constructing and siting the filtration plant in Van Cortlandt Park and the alternative sites.
Before the State considers use of Van Cortlandt Park for this purpose, there should be a
full and open process that would allow all interested parties to compare alternative sites
and to understand what the compelling reasons are, if any, to place it in the Park. In this
context, we would expect that use of the Van Cortlandt Park would have financial
benefits since the City would not have to buy the land (as required at the Harlem River
site) or pay local taxes (as required at the Eastview site in Westchester). Financial
advantage should not serve as the primary or sole justification for selection of this site;
otherwise, use of a park site for a public facility of this sort would always be preferred.



We appreciate the requirements in the legislation that the City complete a supplemental
EIS, but this work should be completed before the State considers alienation, not after.
The City completed an EIS in 1999 on a materially different project proposal, but has
been unwilling to complete a supplemental EIS on the Van Cortlandt site and to compare
the site with the other sites currently under consideration under the SEQRA procedures.
In addition, the City has refused to consider the new design of the filtration plant and the
alienation of parkland through the City Uniform Land Use Review Process (ULURP).
We urge you not to sign legislation that would alienate the parkland unless the siting
decision is the result of a full EIS under SEQRA and unless the City allows for full
community participation by considering the new proposal through ULURP.

DEP staffhas talked of plans, which the public has not seen, intended to minimize and
mitigate any adverse impacts stemming from constnlction of the filtration facility in the
Park. They verbally state that the Park would be returned to its current use, topography
and configuration with full access to the acreage on top of the facility once construction
is complete (all in conflict with their own past practice and contemporary security
concerns). We fear that new guidelines for the Office for Homeland Security, for
example, might cause the City to restrict access to that part of the Park following
construction.

The City says they plan to spend $43 million restoring trees and other natural features of
the Park and to provide at least $200 million in mitigation funds for park improvements
in The Bronx. These generous conditions are not in writing, and their enforcement is not
assured. Legislation to alienate parkland in Van Cortlandt Park should explicitly require
the City to make available the $243 million in restoration and remediation funding.

Language should be added to the bill that sets priorities for the use of the funds and
requires that the remediation take place in the community that will be damaged by the
construction. The first priority should be the restoration of trees and other natural
features in the Park. The second priority should be the creation of recreational facilities
that would directly serve the community most affected by the construction. (The
impacted community has proposed recreational improvements in the southeast comer of
Van Cortlandt Park and would be directly served by the restoration of Williamsbridge
Oval.) The third priority should be the improvements in the Jerome Park Reservoir that
are required to make it usable as parkland. The fourth priority should be other park
improvements in Van Cortlandt Park and other park improvements in the Bronx with
priority for those improvements near the impacted community and Park.

If the MOU provision remains in the legislation, it should require that the MOU reflect
the priorities and that the Governor be a party to the MOU.

The proposed legislation calls on the City to give due consideration to converting Jerome
Park Reservoir to parkland. This vague commitment is in conflict with the State's
established policy and tradition that alienation legislation specifies a land-for-Iand swap
with a meet-and-bounds description for the new parkland as well as for the alienated
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parkland. With the exception ofminor parkland alienation, the normal procedure for the
legislature is to require a specified land-for-Iand swap, not just a requirement that the
City give "due consideration" to converting Jerome Park Reservoir to parkland. The swap
should be automatic with the alienation. In its 1999 FEIS the City states that if the
Croton Filtration Plant were located in Van Cortlandt Park, "Jerome Park Reservoir, once
the filtration facilities are in operation, would no longer be used to store treated drinking
water." Any legislation to alienate parkland in Van Cortlandt Park should incorporate the
language of A3187, which requires the conversion of Jerome Park Reservoir to parkland
- or should specify a swap of other land that is at least equivalent in parkland value as
Jerome Park.

Beyond these environmental issues, we believe you should veto the legislation for two
additional reasons:

• As written the legislation is unconstitutional because it grants executive functions to
the Legislature through the MOU provision.

• The DEP has promised that after the filtration plant and the storage tank for treated
water are built, the Park would be returned to its current use with full access to the
acreage on top of the facility. We believe that locating the filtration plant in the
middle of a public park with no restrictions on public access raises major security
problems in the post 9/11 world and should be evaluated by State security experts.

We therefore urge you not to approve the request for alienation at this time because
parkland is too important to all New Yorkers and especially in New York City. This
issue should be carefully considered. Please make clear that you will not approve
alienation unless the siting decision is the product of a complete SEQRA process and
ULURP. You should also require a full security evaluation of all three alternatives. If
you ultimately approve alienation legislation, it should be amended to resolve the
constitutional question, provide for a land-for-Iand swap and legally enforceable
guarantees that the mitigation funds will be invested in the community that is impacted
by the construction. Thank you for considering our requests.

Signed by:

Aaron Mair, President, Arbor Hill Environmental Justice Corporation
Val Washington, Executive Director, Environmental Advocates of New York
Christian DiPalermo, Executive Director, New Yorkers for Parks
Robin Dropkin, Executive Director, New York Parks and Conservation Association
Chris Meyer, Executive Director, New York Public Interest Research Group
Joe Martens, President, Open Space Institute
Alex Matthiessen, Hudson Riverkeeper/Executive Director, Riverkeeper Inc.
Ned Sullivan, President, Scenic Hudson
Rose Harvey, Senior Vice President, Trust for Public Land
Paul Elston, Chair, Waterfront Park Coalition
Peggy Shepard, Executive Director, West Harlem Environmental Action
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Cc:
Senator Joseph L. Bruno
Speaker Sheldon Silver
Speaker Gifford Miller
Attorney General Eliot Spitzer
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MWSCC
Soard of Directors
*Margaret Groarke
(President)

*Ora Holloway
(Vice President)

Pastor Paul Dordal
Marilyn Finchum
Myra Goggins
Ronn Jordan
Andrew Laiosa
Fay Muir

Mosholu Woodlawn South Community Coalition
3092 Hull Avenue - Bronx, New York 10467 - 718 655 1054

A Proud Affiliate of the NWBCCC

July 3,2003

Dear Governor Pataki,

We 'write to urge you to VETO the Van Corllandt Park alienation bill.

Your gubernatorial administration has been marked by respect for the environment, and acquisition of
new parkland. Please continue in that tradition, and veto this bill.

There are too many unanswered questions about this project. The DEP told legislators and the public
that it would alienate 28 acres of parkland, but the bill on your desk gives them authority to alienate
a total of48 acres "without limitation. "

This beautiful parkland should not be alienated until after the emironmental review process has been
completed, and then, only if no alternative site can be found. We have proposed a new site in the Bronx,
which we believe would be less hannful to the community and to the park.

Please veto this bill.

Thank you.

r '··'n IiA 3Iii '1i£.{.'_t t.J ,.,¥: ",I '.".
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BrinCrotty
New Yotk: State DEC Commissioner
625 Broadway'
Albany,NY

1uly 16~ 2003

Dear Commissioner Crotty,

c..... omc.
103 e.t 19B1h sueet '" BI'Im(, N.Y. 1[)48B..383'7

TeL (718) 580HS1S. F. (718) '733-6Q22

Thank you again for your time this moming, We have just finished reviewing the chapter
amendment letter and suggested language. We still believe that the Governor should veto
the bill.

Of~sin~we explained'10 you ingreat detail bow difficult we think the
construction oftbis would be for our community, and what a terrible precedent it sets for
theft ofparJdand, no bill that pennits the alienation ofparkland is acceptable.

It's probably a good thing that a specific amount has been included, iostead ofthe vague
language used ibefore. We're assuming that the additional 543 million has not been
mentioned. because it has already been specifically committed by the City Counoil. In
total there shoUld be $243 million to be consistent with prior statements by tbe City_

Regarding the 'suggested amendments we have made some specific comments below_

Problems wittl the chapter amendment:

1. While requiring acomparison ofalternative sites is a good idea, it will be
meaningless if the governor signs this bitl. therefore giving adw.nce ap.proval to
the alienation o(Van Cortlandt Park. lithe DEP have permission to alienate Van
Cortlandt Park, tbey wilt only go through the motions ofthe environmental
review. The Chapter amendment does not change this.

2. In the section regarding priority for fuoding~ the long list ofpriorities basically
means no priorities. There is no conceivable park project in the Bronx that
wou1dQ~t meet one or more ofthese criteria. The tim priority, &'wmch diree;tly
benefit the local communities negatively impaered by this aet," appears to be

07/17/03 THU 15:50 lTX/RX NO 8632]
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equal to the seven other priorities that 8Il: listed rather than a higher priority.
Presumably ifthe goal is to help the most impacted communities - the potential
park projects closest to the site would receive first priority. Parks in tbis area.
include: the Southeast COrner oeVan Cortland1,Park, Sbandler Field, Mosholu
Parkway and Williamsbridge Oval. Furthermore as we discussed earlier today
regardless ofwhat this legislation does or does not say - it is not clear that water
bond financing can be used for these purposes and ;t creates the potential for gross
manipulation ofthe suggested intent.

3. The chapter aUlendment does not address a serious inconsistency between the
DEP's presentations and the legislation. They CLAIM they will alienate 28 acres,
and Te.'ltOre most of it to parkland; the bill allows them to alienate 42 acre&
permanently, '~without limitatio~77 and another 5 acres temporarily (with no time
limit on temporary).

Quest;ons:

1. On 'po 3, why ia "construction, installation, operatio~ and maintena.nce of'
removed? What impact will this have?

2. On:p. 2:. ~·or public; TecreatiOnal facilities" is added. What;s this intended to
make possible? We are not necessarily opposed to thiS:. but we aren't elear
what it means.

Sincerely

-'f~Jt;J-
Margaret Gmarke
Board ofDiteotors I Piltnltion Committee

07/17/03 THU 15:50 [TXIRX NO 8632J



June 26, 2003

The Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor, The State ofNew York
New York State Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki,

I am writing to ask you to veto billS@d S 4791.

As a resident ofNew York City and a consumer of City water, I am convinced that there
is no need to alienate over 40 acres ofVan Cortlandt Park in the Bronx for the purpose of
siting a chemical filtration plant for Croton water. Not only is it totally inappropriate to
use scarce parkland for such a purpose - it seems to be completely unnecessary.

I urge you to veto these bills, and then to extend the strategy of watershed protection
adopted in the NYC Watershed MOA to the Croton. This approach will be more
effective and less expensive.

Please safeguard our parks and our water supply.

Sincerely,

Mirele B. Goldsmith
174 East 74th Street
New York, NY 10021

00004G
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July 3,2003

Hon. George E. Pataki
Governor's Office
State Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki,

HRW

Marcia Allina
5255 Sycamore Avenue

Bronx, NY 10471

~002

I am writing to ask you, plead with you~ to veto the Legislature's i :dll approving
the taking ofnearly 48acres (42 permanently and without limitatk'n ) ofVan
Cortlandt Park to build a water filtration plant.

Process:
New York City has not done the environmental and land use asseLsments and
reviews that are required to build such a facility. The City says it ',¥ill do them
now, but that is Dot the way the process should work. I could not get approval
to build a house before submitting detailed plans to the appropriat,:~ building
department and zoning authority. Why should the City get appro'.';ll for a huge
industrial plant before it shows plans and gets them approved? Tll.e City has
only shown a six-page power point presentation and an old envirc IlIDenta}
assessment for a different project.

Substance:
Labor union support is the reason that many city officials favor bllilding the plant
in Van Cortlandt Park. Jobs are important for the economic healfl of the area, but
union jobs will be created wherever the plant is locate~ and the l( II::ation should
not be detennined by which IOi::al union has the ear ofNew York City politicians.
All Bronx legislators (except those who represent the residents li-dng adjacent to
Van Cortlandt Park) were figuxatively bribed with the promise of r;housands of
dollars for parks in their districts and the prospect oflocal union ~ l.lpport for their
political campaigns.

Construction will take a minimwn offive years, more likely ten y::ars.
Construction time is almost always much longer than the planninr.~ estimates.
And in this case~ because there is no detailed plan, it is impossible,: to calculate
the how long construction will take.

There is absolutely no neighborhood support for building the filtr::~tion plant here.
The impact ofcoustruction on the adjacent community has been !'[ossed over.
The census track shows a struggling community made up oflowe :'-middle class
residential housing and scores of small businesses. Claims that CI mstnlction
workers will bring economic activity to the businesses are questiunable. The union
members are not neighborhood residents. At best, they will buy fl soda or sandwich

07/03/03 THU 12:03 [TX/RX NO 8463]
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in the area, if they don~t bring their hmches. The construction trafllc and dust will
hann nearby hospitals and schools -- Montefiore and North Centrj [1 Bronx
Hospitals, Bronx Science and Dewitt Clinton High Schools, Lelml an College, and
various elementary schools.

Also

The Croton Water System serves thousands of Westchester reside ltS! many fewer
than in New York City, but still people who drink the water. Thh plant will 110t

filter Westchester water. If filtration is necessary, it is necessary :::)r everyone who
drinks the Croton water. Westchester will need to build a separatr ,: plant for its
residents.

A New York City agreement with the federal government require'i the city to filter
its water. No similar agreement exists for Westchester. This is k ~otic policy
planning. We should be looking at a regional solution.

New York City says it would be more expensive to build in West,:hester. If you
look at the regional costs, that is questionable.

• New York City would be taxed by Westchester if it builds therl :, but water use
fees from the Westchester consumers would offset this cost.

• New York City says that it would need to upgrade the tunnel from the
Westchester site to the Bronx pumping station and this could cost up to a half
billion dollars, But Westchester will have to build a filtration pIa: 1t for its
residents. What will be the cost of building two filtration plants?

Please veto this legislation.

Sincerely,

H~A/~
Marcia Allina

07/03/03 THU 12:03 [TX/RX NO 8463]



3875 Waldo Avenue #2D
Bronx, N. Y. 10463

Brian McMahon

June 27, 2003

Governor George Pataki
Albany, N.Y.

Dear Governor Pataki,

Please m!! the legislation that pennits the construction ofa water filtration plant in Van Cortlandt
Park Public park land is sacred. Suitable alternative building sites are available. Construction in the
park is politically expedient but would deprive the community use of the park for years and forever
change its genuine naturalness.

Sincerely,

e. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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Governor George Pataki
State Capitol
Albany> NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

HRW

FRANZ ALLINA

5255 SYCAMORE AveNue
R'VEROALE. BRONX. N_Y. 10471

718/796-7160

July 11> 2003

141 0021002

1urge you to veto A8069 and S4791. The City must not receive penni ssion to alienate
land in Van Cortland Park-

With so~ca1}ed "mitigation funds;' the bill would feather the nests ofk.gislatoTs who were
persuaded to give it last-minute support

The bill would damage north Bronx communities that have struggled lor decades to
recover from the rapacious programs and policies ofRobert Moses. P"panment houses,
medical and social service facilities, schools, good public transit, vjtal small businesses ­
hundreds of millions of dollars have been invested in the communitiet· that would be
harmed by the proposed filtration plant

The bill pre-approves the result ofan environmental review process tlliat has not yet been
conducted; it denies the North Bronx tlte right to a transparent selectil m process.
Approval of this monstrous industrial facility in Van Cortland Park \\J lthout due process
under SEQRA and the City Park~alienationprocedures would violate the trust we have
placed in OUT elected officials.

Please pTOtect our rights. Please veto this bill. Please tell the DEP tl: ::It it must conduct
the SEQRA process.

~::lY.~~
Franz Allina

000050
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Subject: In Support of Assembly #8069C/Senate #4791 C

Sent By:

Hon. George Pataki

718 767 0666; JUl-11-03 9:32AM;

July 9, 2003
2

Page 3/3

I

The City must have your approval to build at this location. The proposal that is now
before you is for a smaller filtration plant than the one proposed in 1999, with fe\ver
construction impacts and a substantial mitigation package, including $243 milliO'uin
Bronx parks projects. There will be a full environmental study of this siting befote it
moves forward with construction. . .

The City must meet a court deadline for legislative approval to build at the Most.olu
site. Otherwise, the project will go to a location in Westchester County, costing tht~

City $500 million more to construct and costing New York City workers thousands of
jobs and costing Bronx residents the best opportunity in many generations to add
parks and open space to the borough.

This is also a very important project for all of us in New York's construction industry.
The New York Times, the New York Post and Crain's New York Business have all
asked you to approve this site. I urge you to join us in support.

WI 'am V. M umness
Chief Operating Officer, Slattery Skanska Inc.
Treasurer, General Contractors Association ofNY

WVM:icb



Jane E.S. Sokolow
Two Spaulding Lane

Riverdale, N ew York 10471

(718) 548-8090
FAX: (718) 884-1.226

jessokol@webspan"net

July 10, 2003

VIA Facsimile (518) 486-9749 & U.S Postal Servic€~
The Honorable George Pataki, Governor
The State of New York
The Executive Chamber
Albany, New York 12224

RE: Croton Filtration Legislation

Dear Governor Pataki:

I urge you to vetqA~069(),nqS4791 , legislation that would give the City
permission to alienate a lorge"section of parkland in Van Cortlandt Park. The
proposed legislation is premature and may be unconstitutional.

The New York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is
seeking legislation that would allow DEP to construct the Croton filtration plant at
a site in Van Cortlandt Park. During the construction period and perhaps
beyond, approximately 42 - 50 acres of the par~: would be an active
construction site and off-limits to the public.

The legislation is premature because it pre-approves construction of a
huge industrial facility in our park, before the City conducts the open site
selection process that is supposed to be provided by the State Environmental
Quality Review Act (SEQRA). Based on the City's undocumented assertion that
the park is the least-expensive site, the bills also ottempt to bypass public
protections that should be provided through NYC's zoning laws.

Parkland in New York City is a scarce commodity. Our parks are precious
for all of us and must be protected for future generations. Parkland should not be
alienated except under very exceptional circumstances, only as a last resort,
and then only after full public review of the need for the alienation.

The legislation requires that the City complete a supplemental EIS, but this
work should be completed before the State considers alienation, not after the
fact. The City completed an EIS in 1999 on a materially different project proposal,
but has been unwilling to complete a supplemental EIS on the Van Cortlandt



Governor Pataki
July 10,2001

Page 2

site, and unwilling to compare the site with others as required by SEQRA
procedures. In addition, the City has refused to pass the new design of the
filtration plant and the proposed alienation of parkland through the City Uniform
Land Use Review Process (ULURP). We urge you not to sign legislation that would
alienate the parkland unless the siting decision is the result of a full EIS under
SEQRA, and unless the City allows for full community participation by passing the
new proposal through ULURP.

The DEP has talked of plans (the public has not seen the plans) intended
to minimize and mitigate any adverse impacts stemming from construction of this
filtration facility in the Park. DEP verbally states that the Park would be returned to
its current use, topography and configuration, with full access to the acreage on
top of the facility once construction is complete. Each of these reassurances is in
conflict with DEP's past practices, and with contemporary security concerns. We
fear that new guidelines for the Office for Homeland Security, for example, might
cause the City to restrict access to that part of the Park following construction.

In addition, as written the Memorandum of Understanding provision in the
legislation raises constitutionality questions by giiving executive powers to the
legislature.

I strongly urge you not to approve the request for alienation now because
parkland is too important to all New Yorkers, and especially to congested
neighborhoods within New York City. The issues of alienation, due process, and
separation of powers should each be carefully considered. I urge you to make it
clear that alienation cannot be considered unless the siting decision is the
product of a complete SEQRA process and is passed through ULURP. A full
security evaluation of all three alternatives should be required. If for any reason
alienation legislation must be approved, it should be amended to resolve the
constitutional question, require the City to complete ULURP, and to make legally
enforceable the guarantees that the mitigation funds will be invested in the
community that is impacted by the construction.

Sincerely,

d·~~~~w.....--

Jane E.S. Sokolow



FRANZ ALLINA

5255 SYCAMORE AVENUE

RIVERDALE, BRONX, N.Y. 10471

718/796-7160

July 11, 2003

Governor George Pataki
State Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

I urge you to veto 4,8069 and S479J .,"'The City must not receive pennission to alienate
land in Van Cortla~cfparK. _.~~~"r··

With so-called "'mitigation funds," the bill would feather the nests of legislators who were
persuaded to give it last-minute support.

The bill would damage north Bronx communities that have struggled for decades to
recover from the rapacious programs and policies of Robert Moses. Apartment houses.
medical and social service facilities, schools, good public transit, vital small businesses -­
hundreds of millions of dollars have been invested in the communities that would be
hanned by the proposed filtration plant

The bill pre-approves the result of an environmental review process that has not yet been
conducted; it denies the North Bronx the right to a transparent selection process.
Approval of this monstrous industrial facility in Van Cortland Park without due process
under SEQRA and the City Park-alienation procedures would violate the trust we have
placed in our elected officials.

Please protect our rights. Please veto this bill. Please: tdl the DEP thai it lllUS~ LCJllllth'::

the SEQRA process.

?incerely,

-T1C'a....) ~~
Franz Allina
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The Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor, The State of New York
New York State Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

RE: Veto bills A.8069 and 8.4791.

Dear Governor Pataki:

I am deeply disturbed by the proposal to alienate mon~ than 40 acres 9f Van Cortlandt __~)
Park in the Bronx for the purpose of siting a huge chemical filtration l%ant [Of Cn~~6n

water.

This is frighteningly inappropriate park use. I fear that if such an industrial facility were
permitted, then no park in New York State would be safe from such "double" dealings.

I am a resident of.Nlq.0~ .and we cherish our parks (give name). They provide
us with much needed open space, beauty and recreation. We have no choice but to look to
you to protect our parks and to continue to protect our open space as you have been doing
so brilliantly.

Please veto bills A.8069 and S.4791. Please help us safeguard our parks and allow us to
continue to have what we are all entitled to.

... .., .

• • •



Charles A. Cerussi
5635 Netherland Avenue

Rjverdale, N. Y. 10471
July 14, 2003

WRITE: The Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor, The State ofNew York
New York State Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

PHONE: 518474-8390

Re:Asking Governor George E. Pataki to
VETO the park alienation bills A.(8069 and S. 8471

\..., ..

Dear Governor Pataki,

I am deeply disturbed by the proposal to alienate over 49 acres of
Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx for the purpose of siting a huge chemical
filtration plant for Croton water.

This is totally inappropriate park use. I fear that if such an
industrial facility were permitted, then no park in New York State would be safe.

I am a resident of .....and we cherish our parks (give name). They
provide us with much needed open space, beauty and recreation. We look to you
to protect our parks and to continue to protect our opten space as you have been doing
so brilliantly.

Further, whenever there is a rainfall the subject 49 acres (which is part of a large
ecosystem), feeds: 1- A wet land and bird sanctuary in Van Cortland Golfcoarse,
2-A small lake in Van Cortland golf coarse, 3- A second large wet land that goes many
miles from Van Cortland Park South far into Westchester County, 4- The very large Van
Cortland lake which is a fish and bird sanctuary.

The City and State have just spent millions ofdollars to dredge Van
Cortland Lake site and adjacent areas from sludge and mud accumulated over the years.

If a chemical plant was allowed on the 49 acres at th€~ Moshalu site, present estimates
are indicating a ten year construction period to complete. This will destroy the eco
system, wet lands and lake areas mentioned in one (1) to four (4) above. All the
construction mud run off: diesel, oil and other contaminants will be deposited in areas
one (1) to four (4) above. In essence this will become an ecocatastrophe.



There are may better areas in the Bronx that are just c~rying out for some economic
stimulus that this project would provide.

Please veto bills A.8069 and S.4791. Please help us safeguard our
parks.

Thank you.
Charles A. Cerussi



ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCATES OF NEW YORK
NEW YORK PUBLIC INTEREST RESEARCH GROUP
RIVERKEEPER

July 8, 2003

VIA Facsimile (518) 486-9749 & Federal Express
The Honorable George Pataki, Governor
The State of New York
The Executive Chamber
Albany, New York 12224

RE: Croton Filtration Legislation

Dear Governor Pataki:

We urge you to veto the alienation of parkland legislation (A.8069/S.4791), which
ultimately would result in a $1.3 billion dollar water filtration plant being built in Van
Cortlandt Park in the Bronx. Knowing your dedication to water quality and open space
issues, we expect that you share our concern for the deficiencies in the proposed action.

In a July 1, 2003 letter to you, we outlined several of the deficiencies in the legislation.
First, the legislation fails to provide sufficient safeguards to ensure that any funds given in
exchange for the parkland will be spent on protecting the communities most affected by
the industrial plant. There is no specific level of funding required, despite assurances by
New York City of more than $200 million. Moreover, the legislation does not set
priorities, such as restoring trees and other natural features, for the use of the funds.
Second, the Memorandum of Understanding provision in the legislation raises
constitutionality questions by giving executive powers to the legislature. Third, the
legislation only requires that New York City give "due consideration" to converting
Jerome Park Reservoir to parkland. In its 1999 FEIS, the City states that if the Croton
Filtration Plant were located in Van Cortlandt Park, "Jerome Park Reservoir, once the
filtration facilities are in operation, would no longer be used to store treated drinking
water." As such, the legislation should require conversion of another source ofparkland
for Bronx residents.

In addition to those deficiencies, we believe that there are further compelling reasons for
you to veto the legislation. For example, the legislation should include a long-term
commitment to Croton watershed protection. Also, while we support the requirement
for a supplemental environmental impact statement (SEIS) that will consider alternative
sites for the proposed action, the SEIS should have been completed prior to the
legislation. Furthermore, we suspect that New York City will not conducta proper



study of alternatives to the proposed action itself, as required in any EIS. An analysis of
alternatives is a cornerstone of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA).
SEQRA and its implementing regulations require an EIS to include a discussion of
reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. The range of alternatives include, among
others, sites, technology, scale or magnitude, and types of action. The City's EIS must
consider all reasonable alternatives that are "feasible, considering the objectives and
capabilities of the project sponsor." DEP's objective is to protect its drinking water
supply in order to provide clean drinking water to New Yorkers. Based on this objective
and DEP's vast capabilities, a proper alternatives analysis would include filtration
avoidance and alternative technologies. Such an analysis would fulfill the objectives of the
Safe Drinking Water Act, the statute under which this action is being pursued. In the
Massachusetts Water Resources Authority case, the First Circuit Court of Appeals
stated that "the manifest purpose of the SDWA is safe drinking water, not filtration."

Given these deficiencies and lack of safeguards we urge you to veto the legislation.
Because we have long supported a dual-track approach for the Croton watershed, we
hope that we can count on you to support a dual-track approach whereby the decision­
making process includes an ongoing examination of alternative treatment technologies
coupled with a long-term commitment to watershed protection. Thank you for your
continuing leadership on water quality issues.

Signed by:

Alex Matthiessen, Hudson Riverkeeper & Executive Director, Riverkeeper, Inc.
Chris Meyer, Executive Director, New York Public Interest Research Group
Val Washington, Executive Director, Environmental Advocates ofNew York
_ The City's Draft EIS for the Croton Treatment Plant examines primarily engineering
alternatives at the proposed plant and in the system, but provides only a cursory review
of non-filtration options. New York City Department of Environmental Protection,
Croton Water Treatment Plant Draft EIS (Apr. 2003). In addition, the Croton consent
decree contains a "Modifications" provision, under which the agreement may be modified
(with all parties' consent and subject to court approval) ibased on, among other factors,
science, technology, or public health.i Croton Consent Decree at aXXI. Moreover,
pursuant to the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), EPA has the authority to approve
alternative treatment technologies. See 40 C.F.R. J3141.73(d).

See 6 NYCRR J3617.9(b)(1). An EIS that lacks a proper alternatives analysis renders
impossible the task of finding that the selected action minimizes or avoids adverse
environmental impacts.

See id.
6 NYCRR J3617.9(b)(5)(v).

_ According to DEP reports, "[f1iltration of water from the Croton System is not
necessary under today's standards or those anticipated in the near future." Because

2



Croton water meets all state and federal standards and the Croton Consent Decree has a
modification clause, SEQRA requires DEP to analyze filtration alternatives and filtration
avoidance as an alternative to constructing a filtration plant.
_ United States v. Massachusetts Water Resources Authority, 256 F.3d 36, 57 (Ist Cir.
2001).
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&~ ffi'WfVX~h&~e~
P.O.Box 265 The Bronx, Ne~w York 10464

visit our website @ www..bceq.org

July 9th 2003

Governor George Pataki

State Capitol

Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

Seizing upon an unprecedented opportunity to control the distribution of $240 million
dollars in "mitigation" funds, Assemblyman Silver and Senator Bruno have enacted
statutes that approve the placement ofa 1.5 billion dollar water filtration plant in Van
Cortlandt Park, in the Bronx.

On behalf of my organizatioin, I urge you to veto the legislation - A8069 and 84791

Approval of this enormous construction project in our park, without requiring that the
City first complete the procedures required by the State Environmental Quality Review
Act (SEQRA) will have a devastating impact on the park and the stable community
contiguous to this site.

The Department ofEnvironmental Protection ofthe City ofNew York (DEP) has yet to
conduct the required public process to compare the three designated sites under
consideration.

DEP has not released official documents on a series ofcritically important aspects of the
plan. The City must be instructed to first conduct the SEQRA process. Only after those
processes are completed and New York City's own park alienation and rezoning
procedures are followed, should legislation be presented to you affecting the seizure of
this historic park land.

We are asking you to protect our rights. Please veto this bill. The legislation is premature
and would create a new procedure for alienating parkland; a procedure that circumvents
city and state park protection laws and procedures.

Yours truly.

I.e. LeVenOO-E~ Pres
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VIA Facsimile (518) 486-9749 and US Mail
The Honorable George Pataki, Governor
The State ofNew York
The Executive Chamber
Albany, New York 12224
Re: Van Cortlandt Park Alienation

Dear Governor Pataki:

In my capacity as the Chairman of the Friends of Van Cortlandt Park, I am writing to
urge you to veto the C version of A8069 and S4791 passed on June 20,2003 by the
Legislature. This bill authorizes the City ofNew York to use parkland in Van Cortlandt
Park for the building ofa Water filtration plant.

The Friends of Van Cortlandt Park (FVCP) is decade old an organization dedicated to the
promotion, preservation and protection of Van Cortlandt Park. Our organization is
comprised ofvolunteers, paid members, park user groups and students.

The disturbance of this parkland is not during a brief time period. The construction for
the proposed plant could take over ten years to complete. This will eliminate the use of
the park for local residents, especially children, for their entire childhood. The park will
lose over 250 old growth trees and several acres ofpark wetland will be infringed upon
during the construction.

The proposed filtration plant in this park will also set a precedent for the taking of
parkland for throughout the New York City. Van Cortlandt Park has received promises
from city agencies in the past regarding temporary use ofthe park. After projects were
completed the city never held true to its commitment. We are afraid that this will once
again be the case with this project.

We respectfully request take a leadership in protecting New York City parkland and its
natural environment for future generations by denying the City the chance to move
forward on this project in Van Cortlandt Park.

Sincerely, ~

~~l~~~~~O\~·Jr. ~r -
Chairman

Cc: Jennifer Lumpt, Director ofLegislative Affairs

cia VAN CORTLANDT PARK

GOLF HOUSE

BRONX. NEW YORK 10471

TEL: 718-601·1460

FAX: 718-601-1574
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www.VANCORTlANDT.ORG

EMAIL: FRIENDVCP@AOL.COM
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July 7,2003

Governor George Pataki
State Capitol
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

We urge you to veto A8069 and S4791, legislation that would give the
City permission to alienate land in Van Cortlandt Park.

These bills prematurely approve the placement of a 1.5 billion dollar
water filtration plant in Van Cortlandt Park, on parkland that now provides the
exercise space, picnic and play area, and lungs of a working class community.

The purpose of A8069 and S4791 is to pre-approve construction of a
huge industrial facility in our park, before the City conducts the open site
selection process that is supposed to be provided by the State Environmental
Quality Review Act (SEQRA). Based on the City's undocumented assertion
that the park is the least-expensive site, the bills also attempt to bypass public
protections that should be provided through NYC's zoning laws.

Seizing upon an unprecedented opportunity to gain control of $240
million dollars in 'mitigation' funds, AssemblYillan Silver and Senator Bruno
pushed these bills through in the final hours of the legislative session. Their
actions are a flagrant violation of the public trust doctrine to protect parkland.

Mr. Governor, it would be entirely consistent with your exemplary
environmental record for you to veto these bills. They run counter to the values
you hold dear and they undermine the lawful open processes that New Yorkers
have a right to expect in public decisions of this magnitude.

Please ask Mayor Bloomberg to tell DEP to conduct the SEQRA site
selection process. If the park site is selected in a fair and open process, DEP
should follow the City's law requiring that the park site be rezoned under city
law and that mitigation of the impact on Van Cortlandt Park and affected
populations is addressed and assured. Only if and when such processes are
completed and documented, should the State be asked to pass legislation to
approve alienation of affected parkland.

Sincerely,

....-~"" /
~ iU/vv ~?i'~Lun.,

Eljiabeth Cooke Levy, President I
Phone: 718-601-2955 E-mail: ecooke.levy@verizon.net

ooeC67

clo VAN CORTLANDT PARK

GOLF HOUSE

BRONX, NEW YORK 10471

TEL: 718-601-1460

FAX: 718-601-1574

WEBSITE:

WWW.VANCORTLANDT.ORG

EMAIL: FRIENDVCP@AOL.COM

CHAIR

ROSCOE C. BROWN, JR., PH.D.

VICE CHAIRS

FELICITY NITZ

JANE E. S. SOKOLOW

PRESIDENT

ELIZABETH COOKE LEVY

TREASURER

FRANCES BEINECKE

SECRETARY

ADRIAN HUNTE SMITH

COUNSEL

ERIC A. SEIFF

MARCIA ALLINA

HILARYBAUM

ROBERT J. BYRNES

BASHKIM DlBRA

LORANCE]. HOCKERT

RUSTY HOLZER

ORA HOLLOWAY

SUSAN MORGENTHAU

DART WESTPHAL

EX-OFFICIO

ADRIAN BENEPE

HON. ADOLFO CARRION, JR.

G. OLIVER KOPPELL

DOROTHY LEWANDOWSKI

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

PAUL P. SAWYER



ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE
REGIONAL PLAN ASSOCIATION

July 14, 2003

Honorable George Pataki.
Governor of New York State
State Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

We are writing respectfully to urge that you sign A8069-~ relating to Outon filtration, which is
expected to reach your desk shortly.

This bill authorizes New York Oty to discontinue use~ of a portion of the Mosholu Golf Course
in Van Cortlandt Park for the construction of a Ooton water supply filtration plant, requires
compliance with applicable environmental laws and rules, and mandates that the aty restore the site
following construction, so that the surface lands at issue will be returned to park uses.

We believe that enactment of AB069-C is necessary from a public health and environmental
perspective.

As you know, in 1992, the New York State Department of Health and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency determined that New York's Ooton reservoir system must be filtered to assure
that this drinking water supply has long-term protection from microbial contaminants and that it
meets other requirements of the Safe Drinking Water h:x and its implementing regulations. Since
then, the level of density in the Goton watershed has signjficandy increased. The New York Oty
Department of Environmental Protection, in a case statement prepared in May of this year, noted
that Ooton water consumers are sometimes receiving lower quality water -- with seasonal problems
including color, odor and taste. The Natural Resources Defense Council asked nationallyprominent
drinking water specialists from around the country to review the DEP case statement; all eight
experts who responded were unanimous in their conclusion that filtration (along with vigorous
watershed protection) is necessary to protect those who drink Ooton water. The recently reported
Ooton water exceedance of federal health-based standards for haloacetic acids (one of the harmful
disinfection byproducts that are reduced by filtration) re-emphasizes the health imperative for
filtration of this water supply. These are issues of critical importance for the 900,000 New Yorkers
who relyon Ooton for their dailydrinking water needs.

Moreover, filtration of the Ooton system is necessary so that this system can provide reliable, 12
month-a-year service for downstate water consumers. Th(~ Goton reservoirs can furnish up to 30%
of the downstate supply during drought periods. But, as DEP reports, nover the past ten or fifteen
years, the Goton system has been less reliable, with euthrophic conditions in many of its reservoirs
and other problems necessitating that the system be shut down for months at a time, often during
periods of peak water demand -- the summer and fall. n Insuring a reliable, year-round Outon
supplywill also be essential in coming decades if the aging Catskill and Delaware system components
must be repaired, making those waters unavailable to New Yorkers for perhaps months or years.
Further delay in filtering Ooton risks the Oty's long-term ability to manage drought conditions,
threatens water supply redundancy and therefore the Oty's long-term security, and could end up
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costing downstate water consumers billions of extra dollars in the future (if the Croton supply is not
available during a future water emergenc~.

For these and other reasons, while New York's Ooton water remains drinkable, the need to filter
Ooton cannot be avoided. The time to have dealt with the issue of filtering or not filtering Ooton
was years ago, before the full-scale suburbanization of much of Westchester County. In tenns of
longstanding nonns for drinking water qualitywhich are a foundation of American public health, it is
hard to identify recognized water experts in the broader national community who believe that not
filtering a watershed with dense and multi-varied patterns of development and human uses is a
defensible proposition.

We are aware that some opponents of filtering Ooton argue that watershed protection alone
can safeguard the Ooton system As strong proponents of watershed protection, we are
sympathetic to that argument. But conditions in the Ooton watershed have gone be}t>nd the point
where watershed protection by itself will suffice. And the continuing failure to resolve the Ooton
issue threatens to call into question New York Oty's and State's commitment to public health.

We believe that vetoing this legislation, in the hope that State and Oty legislative processes will
work in hannony to produce better legislation at some uncertain point in the future, would present
unnecessary and unreasonable risks. A veto would prolong the already-lengthy delay of filtration
plant construction and fuel-misguided efforts by well-intended opponents of any filtration for
Ooton. It would also be likely to pennanently sweep the golf course site out of consideration from
a practical and political standpoint, even before a supplemental environmental review of the three
potential sites has been completed.

Our organizations are sympathetic to the concerns of some of our environmental colleagues
regarding park alienation. The use of parkland for any non-park pwpose should clearly be a last
resort. But we believe that in view of the exceptional circumstances here -- legitimate public health
concerns for a large number of city residents, the need for compliance with the Safe Drinking Water
.A£t, a pending federal court order, and the non-pennanent nature of the potential park alienation·­
passage of this legislation is necessary.

Moreover, if this legislation is signed into law, our organizations fully intend to review the
environmental impacts of the three proposed sites with great care and attention during the new
environmental review process required by the legislation. And should the golf course site be finally
selected, our groups will do everything in our power to insure that legally binding mitigation
measures include: 1) a temporary alienation, limited to the time period necessary for filtration plant
construction; 2) a commitment to rebuild the driving range and restoration of the landscape for park
use; and 3) rapid commitment of the approximately $243 million dollars pledged as mitigation to
capital parks projects in the impacted neighborhood and throughout the Bronx. We also plan to
closely monitor the allocation and expenditure of these funds to insure that they are spent on
important capital parks projects that benefit Van Cortlandt Park and the surrounding community.

Finally, we note that, in view of the longstanding dedication of our organizations to watershed
protection, we are conunitted to insuring that the Ooton watershed will receive a vigorous program
of watershed protection, designed to minimize the impacts of development, including stepped-up,
willing-seller land acquisitions and easements, as well as stringent enforcement of environmental and
public health laws -- even after a filtration site is selected and a filtration plant is built. For this
reason, we were pleased that DEP has. recently pledged to continue and enhance its ongoing
programs to safeguard the Ooton watershed from pollution and haphazard development, as
required by the 1996 amendments to the Safe Drinking Water .A£t. We will be watching to insure
that this in fact occurs, and we hope that the State will redouble its own programs in this area as well.



Accordingly, we urge you to sign AB069·G which is expected to be before you shortly. We
believe that with the continued good work of your office, combined with the work of our
organizations and many others that care about protecting the urban environment, we can properly
address all of the legitimate concerns that have been raised. And we are more convinced than ever
that passage of this legislation is necessary to protect the nation's largest municipal water supply for
future generations. In sum, this is an environmental protection measure of the utmost importance,
one needed to insure that the New York Gty water supply remains one of the City's and State's
premiwn environmental assets.

Sincerely,

tlus.~J 7tiYj.J
~:;. B. Tripp, General Counsel
Environmental Defense

Robert D. Yaro, President
Regional Plan Association

cc: John Cahill
O1arlie Fox

000070



Mission:

CWCWC is an alliance of

organizations and individuals

joining together for a common

goal of preserving, protecting,

and improving the quality of

the waters in the Croton

watershed and to providing

alternatives to filtration.

9 Old Corner Road
Bedford, New York 10506
Ph: 914-234-3179

914-234-6470
Fax: 914-234-6139
E/mail:

marianr451@aol.com
crotonwshed@aol.com

Web site:
www.newyorkwater.org

Regional contacts:

Putnam County
Ann Fanizzi
Ph: 845-228-4265
E/mail: geesewatch@aol.com

Westchester County
Marian Rose, PhD
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CROTON WATERSHED CLEAN WATER COALITION

June 30, 2003

The Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor, The State ofNew York
New York State Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki,

The Croton Watershed Clean Water Coalition, Inc.
(CWCWC), a not-for-profit coalition of 55 groups throughout
NYC, Westchester and Putnam Counties, is writing to urge you to
veto Assembly bill A.8069 and Senate bill 8.4791. Both bills would
allow the siting and construction of a chemical treatment/filtration
plant in Van Cortlandt Park to treat water from New York City's
Croton System.

CWCWC opposes these bills because they would set a
dangerous precedent for facilitating the alienation ofparkland
throughout New York State. Furthermore, we believe the procedure
whereby New York City is attempting to gain the approval of
some local politicians for this alienation may be illegal.

The filtration facility, a large industrial plant, would require
the alienation of over 70 acres ofparkland during the seven-year
construction period, and approximately 40 acres thereafter. Since
the plant is to be completely below grade, construction would
involve the blasting of a hole over 60 feet deep into bedrock and
would cover an area over twice that of the World Trade Center.
The plant would house 460,000 gallons of chemicals all labeled
"hazardous" by the U8 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
There would be no electrical back-up system in case ofpower
failure. Contaminated air would be allowed to escape through vents
placed on the proposed golf driving range on top of the plant. All

Coalition members: Audubon Society: Bedford. Bronx River/S. Shore, Central Westchester, Saw Mill, Scarsdale,Yonkers' Bedford Barrow· Commerce Block Association
• Bedford Garden Club' Catskill Heritage Alliance' Chelsea Reform Democratic Club· Citizenl; for Equal Environmental Protection (CEEP) • Clearwater' Coalition for
the Preservation of Rolling Greens· Concerned Citizens for Open Space' Concerned Residents of Carmel-Mahopac' Concerned Residents of Kent • Concerned Residents
of Southeast· Council of Chelsea Block Associations' Croton Heights Community Association' Dickerson Mountain Preservation Association • Diocesan MiSSiOnary &
Church Extension Society • East Harlem Council for Community Improvement· East Harlem R.estoration Project, Inc.• EI Faro Beacon Community Center· Episcopal
Diocese of New York' Federated Conservationists of Westchester County (FCWC) • Friends of Ithe Great Swamp (FrOGS) • Friends of the Clearwater - NYC· Friends of
the Clearwater· George Nikitovich et al • Goldens Bridge Community Association· Grassroots· Hands Across the Border (HAB) • The HDFC Council' Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater • Jr. league of Westchester-on-Hudson • Huntersville Association • lake Dutchess Association, Inc.• local Involvement for the Environment·
Metropolitan Council on Housing· Movement Studies Institute' Neighborhood Housing Services of NYC· Putnam County Tree AdVisory Commission· Putnam County
Coalition to Preserve Open Space • Queens CiViC Congress • Regional Review league - Bedford • Rustlcus • Sierra Club, Atlantic: Lower Hudson, Mid Hudson, NYC,
Ramapo-Catskill • Southern Yorktown Homeowners' Association' Trout Unlimited' Croton Watershed chapter' Westchester Land Trust • Westchester Trails· Yorktown Land Trust
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of this would endanger the health of the residents of the neighboring community
which has among the highest asthma rates in the city. For them, this park is not
merely an amenity, it is a necessity.

In our opinion, if such an assault on parkland were permitted, then no park
anywhere in New York State would be safe. Given the precedent of Van Cortlandt
Park, the taking of parkland having far less dire consequences would be extremely
difficult to oppose. All of our constituent groups, whether the Queens Civic
Congress in New York City, or Sierra Club, with environmental roots in the suburbs
as well as the City, are devoted to preserving green space.

The NYC Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) favors using Van
Cortlandt park for the chemical filtration site because it would cost $1.3 billion
compared to upwards of $1.5 billion for the other two sites. The DEP is attempting
to make Van Cortlandt Park acceptable to some Bronx politicians by offering the
$200 million in savings for park embellishments throughout the Bronx (see New
York Times 5/8/03 story "Water Plant with a Spoon of Honey", and the New York
Daily News 5/30/03 report that reads in part: "To sweeten the pot, the city has
offered about $200 million in capital funding for parks improvement projects on a
one-time only, take-it-or-leave-it deal in return for their support in Albany for the
golf course site.").

DEP Commissioner Ward stated that a future: Memorandum of Understanding
(MOD) to be agreed upon by NYC, the Speaker of the Assembly and Senate
president pro tempore, "will specify the amount of funding at issue ($200 million)
and will direct DEP to include in its requests for financing by the NYC Municipal
Water Finance Authority (Authority), and to make available out of proceeds of
indebtedness issued by the Authority, up to $200 million for the design and
construction of Eligible Projects." (Comments before the NYC Council, May 30,
2003).

Local politicians and the Parks Commissioner himself are already divvying up this
$200 million windfall ("Water Plant with a Spoon of Honey" from a New York
Times headline, 5/8/03) for parks embellishments. NYC Councilman Rivera has
stated that "This money would allow us to do so much for our parks. We could re­
pave and re-green everything. We could do practically everything imaginable, put in
fountains, waterfalls, and courts." (Boroughwide News, June 12,2003). Likewise,
Parks Commissioner Benepe talks about " a bandstand for Harris Field ...$8
million for renovating baseball diamonds " (Norwood News, May 8-21, 2003)

NYC's water and sewer ratepayers will have: to foot the bill for funding these
amenities for parks in the Bronx. However, NYC is prohibited from increasing water
rates to finance non-water related projects. The Court of Appeals has ruled that,
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"the Legislature enacted the New York City Municipal Water Finance Authority
Act...in order to insure the availability of 'the capital necessary to maintain the
city's water and sewer system in adequate condition so that they continue to
provide the city's water and sewer services to the public'." Giuliani v. Hevesi, 90
N.Y.2d 27 (1997).

In CWCWC's opinion, funding embellishments in parks by means of water rates
appears to be an illegal use of water ratepayers" money.

Therefore, we respectfully urge you to veto these bills that would allow such an
apparent misuse ofpublic funds, as well as allowing a dangerous assault on the
future integrity of our New York State parks.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your past work on the
preservation of open space throughout our state. Weare truly appreciative of your
accomplishments and especially for your support in designating the East of Hudson
Watershed as Critical Resource Waters.

Very truly yours,

/l, ...:~ ~
Marian H. Rose, Ph.D..
President, CWCWC
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CROTON WATERSHED CLEAN WATER COAUTION

July 18,2003

Mission:

CWCWC is an alliance of

organizations and Individuals

joining together for a common

goal of preserving, protecting,

and improving the quality of

the waters in the Croton

watershed and to providing

alternatives to filtration.
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The Honorable George Pataki, Governor
The State of New York
The Executive Chamber
Albany, New York 12224

Via Facsimile (518) 486-9749 & Federal Express

Dear Governor Pataki,

The Croton Watershed Clean Water Coalition, Inc. (CWCWC) once
again wishes to express its support for your veto of A.8069-C and
S.4791-C.

These bills would alienate parkland in Van Cortlandt Park for siting a
chemical treatment/filtration plant without a proper environmental
review of alternatives. Ifa huge industrial facility requiring the
permanent alienation of 40 acres ofparkland were permitted, then all
parks within New York State would be in danger. New Yorkers value
their parks and open spaces for their beauty and recreational values.
We know that you share those values, and we are very appreciative of
your active leadership in preserving and protecting them.

In addition to the improper alienation of parkland, we are distressed by
the lack of commitment and specific:ity in the bills regarding what
exactly will be done to mitigate the hardships endured by the
neighboring community during the seven-year building phase and
subsequent loss ofparkland. We are also concerned that any remaining
funds, raised from water and sewer ratepayers, will be spent on
inappropriate projects that are unrelated to improving water quality.

Finally, we are critical of the way New York City is conducting the
procedure for obtaining approval. The City waited until the last minute
to try and get approval for Van Cortlandt Park and now complains that
if it does not obtain immediate site approval it will be subjected to
heavy fines. The City could have started the process many months
ago.

Coalition members: Audubon Society: Bedford, Bronx River/S. Shore, Central Westchester, Saw Mill, Scarsdale,Yonkers . Bedford Barrow· Commerce Block Association
• Bedford Garden Club· Catskill Heritage Alliance' Chelsea Reform Democratic Club' Citizens for Equal Environmental Protection (CEEP) • Clearwater' Coalition for
the Preservation of Roiling Greens' Concerned Citizens for Open Space' Concerned Residents of Carmel-Mahopac, Concerned Residents of Kent • Concerned Residents
of Southeast· Council of Chelsea Block Associations' Croton Heights Community Association' Dickerson Mountain Preservation Association' Diocesan Missionary &.
Church Extension Society • East Harlem Council for Community Improvement· East Harlem Restoration Project, Inc.• EI faro Beacon Community Center' Episcopal
Diocese of New York· federated Conservationists of Westchester County (fCWC) • friends of the Great Swamp (frOGS) • Friends of the Clearwater - NYC' friends of
the Clearwater' George Nlkltovich et al • Goldens Bridge Community Association' Grassroots· Hands Across the Border (HAB) • The HDFC Council. Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater • Jr. league of Westchester-on-Hudson • Huntersville Association • lake Clutchess Association, Inc.• local Involvement for the Environment •
Metropolitan Council on Housing' Movement Studies Institute • Neighborhood Housing Service!; of NYC· Putnam County Tree Advisory Commission • Putnam County
Coalition to Preserve Open Space' Queens Civic Congress· Regional Review league - Bedford • Rusticus • Sierra Club, Atlantic: lower Hudson, Mid Hudson, NYC,
Ramapo-Catskill • Southern Yorktown Homeowners' Association' Trout Unlimited - Croton Watershed chapter' Westchester Land Trust • Westchester Trails, Yorktown land Trust



The City is also sounding the alarm about a re(~ent incident whereby haloacetic
acids, a disinfectant byproduct ofchlorine, exc:eeded the federally approved limit
in the Croton. The City is using this incident as a proof that filtration of the
Croton is needed and must not be delayed. However, this situation can easily be
remedied. The City has at its disposal very effective technologies such as ozone or
chlorine dioxide (this latter could be installed within a matter of weeks) which are
able to take care ofthe exceedance.

Again, we wish to thank you for your leadership in protecting New York State's
environment. Your veto of these bills would send a clear message that the integrity
of parkland is a value that merits state protection and that efforts to subvert that
value shall not be tolerated.

Sincerely,

/1.-a .ux- 72.n-
Marian H. Rose, Ph.D.
President, CWCWC
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SIERRA CLUB • ATLAN1~IC CHAPTER

353 Hamilton Street Albany, NY 12210 Tel. (518) 426~9144 Fax (518) 427~0381

June 27, 2003

Governor George E. Pataki
State Capito!
Albany,~ 12224

Dear Governor Pataki,

Sierra Club - Atlantic Chapter is actively advocating for the protection ofNew York City's
Croton Watershed. Over the years your administration has taken a number ofpositive steps to
promote protection of this watershed. These actions, such as your nomination ofthe City's east
ofHudson watershed as a critical resource water, will help ensure that this unique watershed
continues to produce high quality drinking water.

Recently, the state legislature approved legislation (A.8069-c/S.479l-c) that would authorize
New York City to build a filtration plant in Van C0l11andt Park. Sierra Club has a variety of
concerns with this legislation. We request an opportunity to discuss this legislation with your
staff.

We are currently forwarding a letter with a detailed discussion of our concerns and look forward
discussing these concerns with your staff. We will be contacting your office shortly on this
matter.

Thank you very much for your work to protect the New York Citywat<;rslu:;d.

Sincerely,

;u~
John Stouffer
Legislative Director

PRINTED ON RECYC1£D PAPER
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ATLANTIC CHAPTER

June 27, 2003
Dear Governor Pataki:

On June 20th the New York State Legislature passed a bill to alienate 43 acres in Van
Cortlandt Park in the Bronx for the purpose of constructing a water filtration plant there.

We urge you to veto this legislation, which would set a dangerous precedent for our
park/ands. This act would also unfairly burden a low-income and minority community,
and significantly increase water rates, which hurt the poor the most.

This bill was passed against the wishes of Assemblymember Jeffrey Dinowitz within
whose district the park lies. The custom is that bills affecting a membe"'s district, are
introduced by that member. To ignore that custom now sends a loud and clear message
to every state legislator. Nobody's district is safe from incursion by opposing political
forces. As a former Assemblymember and Senator, I am sure you would have railed if
there had been a bill to alienate parkland in your district that you opposed.

If this parkland is alienated, New York State residents might feel that their favorite park
might be open to this same kind of incursion. In New York City, our parklands are very
limited, and it is unlikely that there will ever be more of them. New York City is one of
the few cities whose fathers had the foresight to create oases of green for its citizens to
enjoy through the years. This alienation bill is a present and future threat to that legacy.

Minority communities in the Bronx, have long been the targets of unpopular industrial
projects that other boroughs do not want. This plant would be installed in a
neighborhood where asthma rates are already unacceptably high, and the rock blasting,
dust, and truck exhaust during eight to ten years of construction would impact the
community tremendously. Civic, religious, and environmental groups have all testified
strongly against siting a water filtration plant in Van Gortlandt Park.

The Bronx has long been a neglected borough, and has lobbied hard for park
improvements. In order to win the support of certain Bronx politicians for this plan, the
City has promised $200 million for Bronx parks. This ·'deal sweetener'· offers the Bronx
nothing more than improvements that should have been made long ago - yet in the
hastily written bill, that money is not guaranteed in escrow, it is not earmarked
specifically for any type of project, and it could be doled out over decades.

Finally, the cost of this plant has grown astronomically - even while the City and the
State face huge deficits. It is unfair to saddle water ratepayers with what would be, in
effect, a highly regressive tax. We urge you to veto AB069/S4791 , and prevent a
chemical filtration plant from being sited in an urban park. The public interest of all of
New York's residents will be affected by your decision.

Sincerely,

~ c::------
Ken Baer
Chapter Chair

353 Hamilton Street • Albany NY 1221Q..1709 • (212) 791··2400 • atlantic.chapter@sierrac1ub.org



Perini Corporation
73 Mt. Wayte Avenue
Framingham, Massachusetts 01701-9160
Tel. 508/628-2291 Fax: 508/628-2791

2 Skyline Drive
Hawthorne, New York 10532
Tel: 91'4/345-8100 Fax: 914/345-8211

Perini
Zohrab B. Marashlian
President
Civil Construction

July 7, 2003

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State ofNew York
The Executive Chamber
Capital
Albany, New York 12224

100 years of excellence

Re:

Subject:

Assembly # A8069c/Senate Bill 4791c

Croton Filter Plant in the Bronx

Dear Governor Pataki:

I am writing to urge you to approve the above referenced legislation regarding the siting
of the Croton Water Filtration Plant under the Mosholu Golf Course in Van Cortlandt
Park in the Bronx. The Mosholu Golf Course is the best location for this project in terms
of price, safety, and ease of engineering. New York City contractors have an outstanding
record of success in building infrastructure projects similar to this one. Subways have
been constructed under Central Park. Perini Corporation was one of the contractors that
built the valve Chamber for City Water Tunnel #3 under Central Park. Staten Island's
drinking water is stored in holding tanks built under Silver Lake Park. In each case, the
park was restored to the condition that was there before.

This is a very important project for all ofus in New York's construction industry. We
believe that construction projects like this one will hdp revive the borough. In this time
of economic hardship, the jobs and contract opportunities from these projects are needed
more than ever. The $243 million that has been promised to build and rehabilitate Bronx
parks in exchange for approval of this project will benefit neighborhood residents for
many years to come.

The quality of the water from the Croton reservoirs is endangered because of
development pressures. At times, the Croton water contains high levels of disinfection
by-products and insect larvae. Because the system is not yet filtered, there is an
increased risk of contamination from disease causing organisms. This filtration plant is
critical to protect the health and safety of the millions of people who drink the Croton
Water.



Honorable George Pataki
Page -2-

July 7, 2003

Perini Corporation joins our colleagues in New York's business community in support of
this critical project. The legislation is now before you. I urge you to sign this bill into
law.

?)IYYOurS,

:P~~~
Zohrab B. Marashlian



FROM :LOCAL 12 INSULATORS FAX NO. :7187848357 Jun. 30 2003 11:23AM P2

International Associotic)n of Heatand Frost Insulators &Asbestos Workers

25-19 43RD AVENUE, LONG ISLANI) CITY, NY 11101-4208
AdCH9$$ .....

1.2
L.ocal No .._ City

NEW YORK CITY N.Y.
. Stilt!'! .• _ _ _

June 30, 2003

In regards to: Ooton Water Filtration PlAnt, In support of A 8609·0'5 4791-C

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The G1pital
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki,

By building the Filtration Plant in the Bronx, the employment opportunities and economic
ilwestment will benefi.t the borough and the City as a whole. The construction of this plaut will
create thousands of new union jobs in the area, many ofwhich will be tIlled by residents of the
Bronx and the other boroughs. The construction jobs that will be creatcd will be prevailing wages
that can support a family. New York City construction workers who arc paid preva11ing wages on
this job will spen.d money on local busincsses and doctors for their families.

My union represents more than 900 wOTking men and women over 700 live in the City ofNew York.
We need you to support building this important projec:t jn the Bronx. We look forward to hearing
your views.

Sincerely,

2J~~
Dennis Ippolito

Business Manager

Afflflatod with fhff! AFL·CIO,
Building and Construction
Trades Deparlmfmt.
MRtsl Tradss D9partmcnt, and
Canadian Labour Congfflss

f;(tnn~o
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BUILDING &
CONSTRUCTION
TRADES COUNCIL
Of GREATER NEW YORK

EDWARD J. MAllOY
PRESIDENT

June 26, 2003

AFFILIAlED WITH THE

BIJILDING CONSTRUCTION TRADes DEPARTMENT

OF WASHINGTON DC.

BUILOING AND CONSTRUCTION TRAOES COUNCIL

Of NfW YORlC SlATE

AMERICAN FEDERATION Of lABOR OF CONGRESS
OF IrlDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATION

Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor
State ofNew York
Executive Chamber, The Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

On behalfofthe 100,000 working men and women represented by the affiliated unions of the Building and
Construction Trades Council ofGreater New York, we urge you to sign into law A8069-C (S4791-C)
when it is sent to your office for action.

Respected environmental organizations like the Natural Resources Defense Council, the New York League
of Conservation Voters and Environmental Defense agree that water from the Croton reservoir system must
be filtered as a public health matter. The construction of a facility for this purpose is also a legal
obligation ofNew York City under a binding federal consent decree.

The construction ofthis facility under the driving range at Mosholu Golf Course will assure that $1.3
bmjon of economic activity - aU paid for by New York City - will remain in New York City where it will
create 2,000 construction jobs, generate mmions ofdollars in local sales and income tax revenue and allow
for $243 million ofparkland improvements in the Bronx.

Our industry has worked with government officials, the local community and environmental and open space
experts for more than a decade to resolve this issue. The legislation which wiH be sent to you for action is
the result ofthis lengthy process. It represents the most responsible option available to address critical
fiscal, economic and environmental concerns. We therefore again urge you to sign into law A8069-C
(S4791-C) when you receive it. Thank you for your consideration.

71 WEST 23rd STREET· SUITE501-03 • NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10010
TEL. (212) 647-0700 • FAX (212) Ei47-0705

06/30/03 MON 11:49 [TX/RX NO 8406]



JUN. -30' 03lMON) 13:46 CARP TEL:212 643 2974 P,002/002

United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners
OFAMERICA

505 EIGHTH AVENUE
NEW YORK. N.Y.1001a

JOHN E. OREANEY
President

and BLJsiness Manager

June 30, 2003

INSTITUTED AUGUST12, 1861

~
AL.WAVS DEMANDTHE LA6EL

LOCAL UNION No. 608

PHONE; (212) 643-1070
FAX; (212) 643-2974

THOMAS J. McKEON
Financial Secretary

Honorable George Pataki
Governor ofthe Stare ofNew York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

I write to you with a deep sense of urgency concerning the building of the Crot.on Water Filtration
Plont. As you know, New York City is under B federal court order to build a plant to filter water from the
Croton Resrvoir which supplies much ofNew York City's drinking water. Legislation that will allow the city
to build the Croton filtration plant under the Mosholu driving range in Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx has
been or will ~OOn be senl to your office for approval. (See Assembly Bill #8609-C/Senate Bill #4791-C).

The building ofthis essential facility for New Yorkers is long overdue. Residents of Bronx County
Qnd New York City as a whole deserve clean and drinkable water. The construction Oflhis facility allio will
provide funding ror other city facilities and our troubled park system. The Mosholu golf course in Van
Conlandt will also be rebuih. The sill' cbosen for construction is also the most practical and most cosl
effective solution for this long overdue project.

Governor Pataki. the carpenters in New York City and all ofNew York State have been your
friends and h~ve helped you when needed to do so. Please review this legislation and strongly
consider signing it for the good ofnll New Yorkers. Ifwe can be ofany help in the future, please do
not hesitate to call on us.

CC: Michael J. Ford

~I'

06/30/03 MON 13:50 [TX/RX NO 8415]



JUN-30-2003 12:31 LOCAL 731 UNION 718 706 9337 P.02/02

Building, Concrete, Excavating & Common Laborers Union

Local No. 731, of Greater New York

JOSEPH D'AMATO, Business Manager
FRANK P. OMBRES, secretary-TreaElurer

~ll11

Affiliated with the Lah"".~s, lntentational Onion Office: 34-11/19 35th Ave., Astoria, NY 11106
o!NOrln America, AFL·CIO Telephone No (718) 706-0720

Fax No. " (718) 706·1734

June 30, 2003

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

In Support of:: A8609-C/S 4791-e

To the Honorable George Pataki:

We urge you to support the signing of the Croton Filtration Plant bill. To
hesitate would create hardship for the families w'ho rely on the income generated
by construction projects like this.

Approximately 1,000 jobs will be generated by this project along with a boost to
the community's economy, and would also generate countless revenue needed
by our city and state. This project will insure clean water for future generations
and have a healthy impact for all New Yorkers.

It's time we look to our future now...

JD/gs

TOTAL P.02
06/30103 MON 12:35 [TX/RX NO 8408]
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Honorable George Pataki
Govern,or of the State of>~ew York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

July 1,2003

I am writing to ask you to sign Assembly Bill # 8069-C, and Senate Bill
# 479 I-C. This Iegislati)n will allow the city to build. the Croton Water
Filtration Plant under the Driving Range at 'Van Cortlandt in. the Bronx. I am a
Business Agent of Local 4fi the Metallic Lathers and Reinforcing Ironworkers
of New York, which is a I200 member branch of the Ironworkers International.
OUf Loca], strongly suppurts the constructioln of this facility at this location in
the Bronx.

For the record my Lnion M,e.mbers and I are first and forem,ost citizens of
New York. We ca.re how uur t~"X dollars are u.sed and would not want to see our
city's resources wasted nn any project' that was not absolutely, n.ecessary,
especially now during tht~se difficult economic times. Having said that let me
state that the majority of information that I have read pertaining to our drinking
water, and the proposed plant has led me to the conclusion that we are past the
point of determining if it s,'lould be built. We need to site it, and build it as soon
as possible.

00008~
07/01/03 TUE 10:24 [TX/RX NO 8426]



The United State~, Environmental Protection. Agency has obtained a court
order compelling the ell y to filter water from the Croton Reservoirs, A site for
the plant must be seleC1 ed. The EPA is convinced that in order to ensure the
health and safety of the: millions of New Yorkers who drink Croton water it
must be filtered.

After studying lo;:ations in Westchester and the Bronx, the New: York
City Department of En\'ironmental Protection (DEP) concluded that building
the plant at the Brom·; site would best protect our drinking water from
contamination at the least cost. Building the plant in Westchester County would
cost $500 million more 1.'1 construction. expenses, and. would mean thousands of
fewer jobs for New York City workers.

Building i.n the Br·)nx. will create employment opportunities and act as an
economic catalyst that v,iIl benefit the borough, and the City as a whole. The
construction of this planl will create thousands of new union jobs in the area,
many of which will be f1 led by residents of the Bronx, and the other boroughs.
The con.struction jobs tllat will be created on this project will be Prevailing
Wage jobs, decent payinl~ jobs that our citizens need to support their families.
Construction workers wh,) are paid prevailing wages are the backbone of many
middle class neighborho(,ds in our city. The medical benefits earned by these
workers provide healthc..:tre services for their families, and support the New
York City health care syslem.

I have attended m.2ny hearings, and written many letters in recent m,onths
expressing my organizatk·ns concerns, and support of this project. I was there at
City Hall when the City Council's approval was obtained. I was thrilled to learn
that the New York Sta':e Senate, and the! Assembly passed the necessary
legislation needed to allo'l! the City ofNew York to build it in the Bronx.

We n.ow need and would very mu.ch appreciate your support on this
essential project.

,Tr~~
~~~ne
Business Agent, Local 46

07/01/03 TUE 10:24 [TX/RX NO 8426]
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NEW YORK STATE CONFERENCE
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Affiliated with the
AFl·CrO

July 11 2003

The Honorable George E. Patak;
Governor, State of New York
Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

On behalf of the 35,000 members of the fifteen local unions affiliated with
our organization. I am writing to urge your approval of A.8069-C (Rules). This bill
allows the EPA-mandated Croton water-filtration facility to be built beneath the
Mosholu driving range in the Bronx.

Since the City of New York a decade ago was ordered by the federal
government to filter the water supplied through the Croton watershed, its
Department of Environmental Protection has identified the Mosholu site as the
most feasible and cost-effective location for the necessary facility. Locating it at
an alternative location in Westchester County would increase the cost of the $1.3
billion plant by hundreds of millions of dollars, and would deprive the residents of
the borough of the Bronx, and the City as a whole, of the benefits of the
anticipated construction payroll of $500 miUion as well as the permanent jobs and
vast ancillary economic benefits its construction will generate.

The ongoing opposition to this project is not grounded in reality or
common sense. The plant must be built. The cash-strapped City government
continues paying fines of $15,000 a day to the federal government for every day
that designating a location for the ptant is delayed. Construction of infrastructure
projects beneath City parks has successfully been done before. The size of the
facility has been significantly scaled down from its original design so as to
minimize disruption to Van Cortland Park; in fact, the driving range will be
improved from its current condition during construction. $200 million of the

.~.
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savings the City will realize by locating the plant at Mosholu will be designated for
park improvements throughout the Bronx. Most important, the bill will ensure that
the job opportunities to be created by this project will be available to City
residents - especially Bronx residents - and not exported to the suburbs.

In 2001, jn regard to this project, the Court of Appeals ruled that any
action having a significant effect upon parkland requires the approval of the
Legislature in order to go forward. The Legislature has given its approval, and
your signing of the bill is now necessary for the benefits of this project to become
reality. The narrow parochial interests of the biWs opponents should not be
aJlowed to derail a project of such importance to New York City's economy and
the health of its residents. Accordingly, our organization joins with the City
administration. the construction industry, the Building Trades, conservation
groups, editorial boards and other supporters of this crucial legislation to strongly
urge your approval. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

~1?A1~
Thomas P. Maguire
President

07/02/03 WED 11:35 [TX/RX NO 8447]



Tel: {lI8) 597-3004
Fax: (718)792-5652 PLASTERERS FOR Gl.AZING A~D DRYWALL TAPING

Operative Plasterers· and Cement Masons' International Association

LOCAL 530
3250 vVestchesrer Avenue, Suite 210

Bronx, NY 10461
CARl\-HNE MINGOIA

PII./:SIDE.\T

8USlNE5,'j M~N,J.C;E~

MEMBORA,NDUM'IN SUPPORT

TO: Governor George Pataki

FR; George Nickoletos, Vice President/Secretary-Trea.surer, Local 530

RE: Croton Filter Plant in the Bronx-
Senate Bill # 4791c/Assembly Bill # S069c

GEORGE NICKOLETOS
\-iCE PRF.SlDr:,"'j

SECRET:'lR]'- TREASUiuR

I urge you to sign the above referenced legislation into law. You must act now to
build the water filtration plant under the Mosholu Driving Range in the Bronx's Van
Cortlandt Park. Your signature on this bill will allow this constnlction project to move
forward.

M,y uniQn~s headquarters is in the north Bronx, not far from the site of this
, proposed facility. I k110w that people in the borough complain about the quality of the
drinking water. Furthennore, my members often tell me about the terrible conditions in
so many of the parks in their neighborhoods. If you sign this bill~ the Bronx gets the
benefits of clean water, parks investment and jobs.

A recent New York Times editorial pointed Qut that Mayor Bloomberg "is
offering Bronx residents $200 milJion for improvements to Van Cortlandt Park and
other open spaces in the Bronx. This strikes us as a win-win deal for all concerned,
worthy of Albany's support...The Environmental Protection Agency ordered the
city to build a filtration plant in 1992 and has been waiting with diminishing
patience ever since...Mr. Bloomberg has settled on Van Cortlandt as the cheapest,
safest and most pra.ctkallocation. The new, smaller plant would be constructed
underground and would only disturb the driving range~ which would be restored
after constructioll ...The $200 million in new money that Mr. Bloomberg has
promised the Bronx park system as a wbole will yield benefits for years to come"

IfYQU veto this bill, the project will go to a location in Westchester County~
costing the City $500 million more to construct and costing New York City workers
thousands ofjobs. We need these jobs now more than e:ver in a time of economic
hardship.

Please support construction at this site in the Bronx.

07/03/03 THU 11:03 [TX/RX NO 8460]
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HEADQUARTERS
501 WEST 42ncl STREET
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10038

ARCHITECTURAL AN.D ORNA~"TAL IRON WORKERS

LOCAL UNION:. N:·o. 580

THE INTI!RNATIO~~sOaATtON
of Bridge, Struetunll, OtnMtentllt':...·1IeInfordnglron Work.,.

~lJ8

July 3, 2003

PHONE: 54-1882-1685
F'AX: 5&4-2748

Hono~able George Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The Capital
Albany, N.Y. 12224

In Support of: A 8069-C/S 4791-C

Dear Governor Pataki:

The City of New York is requesting the approval of the
State Legislature to construct the Croton Water Filtration
Plant under the Mosholu Golf Course in Van Cortlandt Park in
the Bronx, I am writing on behalf of my members to ask you
to support building the facility at the Bronx location~

After studying locations in Westchester and the Bronx,
the NYC Department of Environmental Protection has concluded
that buildinq a~ the Mosholu si~e would best protect our
water supply from contamination at the least cost to
taxpayers an wit~ sUbstantial benefits to the city.

Over 3
Croton drin
Manhattan.
trades hav
officials a
water. No
facility th
Environmenta
compelling
reservoirs.
water must
the millions

pe~cent of the Bronx, relies exclusively on
ing ·water as do residents of many parts of
In 'hhe j?ast., the building and cons·truction

supporte efforts made by Bronx elected
d enviro~m ntal groups to avoid fil~ering the
one 'wants to spend our hard earnedw8qes on ~

t is not absolutely critical.' But the u.s.
Protectlo Agency has obtained a court order

he City I filter wa·ter from tee Croton
Env1ronm n officials are convinced that the
e treat d protect. the health and safety of
f Naw Yo k who drink Croton water.
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It would cost up to $500 million more to construct this
facility outside of the City. Our understanding is that
some of the money that is saved by building in the Bronx
will be invested in parks and community amenities. If
building in the Westchester town of Mount Pleasant would
bring City tax payments to support improvements in local
schools, parks and services, building in the Bronx, should
bring the same benefits to the borough.

If this facility is built in the Bronx, the employment
opportunities and economic investment will greatly benefit
the borough and the City as a whole. The construction of
this plant will create thousands of new union jobs in the
area, many of which will be filled by residents of the Bronx
and other borou9hs. The construction jobs that will be
created will be prevailing wage jobs that can support a
family. New York City construction workers who are paid
prevailing wage on this project will spend money on local
stores and businesses. We're particularly proud of the
support that Bronx construction workers bring to the Bronx
stores and the Bronx doctors and hospitals. Bronx
healthcare finances are so much better when the union
welfare funds are flourishing because union construction
workers are working.

My union represents more that 1500 workinq men and
women, over half live in the City of New ·York. We need you
to support building this important project in the Bronx. We
look forward to hearing your views.

Sincerely,

~Q.\~
Dennis A. Lusardi
Business Manager-PST

DAL/nd

07/0:U03 THU 10: 44 [TX/RX NO 8458 ]
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July 7. 2003

SILVERITE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC.
cos. 1818,520 OLD COUNTRY RoAD WEST· HICKSVfLLE. NEW YORK 1180t-4112

TEL(516) 681-0562
TEL (718) 895-0563
TEt(914) 253-6411
FAx(516) 942-0802
EXECUTIVE

FAX(516) 681-0571
ENGlNEElUNO

Honorable George Pataki
Governor/State of New York
The Executive Chamber
Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

I am writing to ask that you sign Assembly Bill #8069c/Senate Bill #4791 c into law. This legislation
approves the siting of the Croton Filtration Plant in the Bronx.

Our City needs Glean drinking water! The quality of the water trom the Croton reservoirs is endangered
because of development pressures. At times, Croton water contains high levels of disinfection by­
products and insect larvae. Because the system is not yet filtered, there is an increased risk of
contamination from disease causing organisms. Because of this, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency has gotten a court order forcing the City to 'filter water from the Croton reservoirs.
Environmental officials say the water' must be treated to ensure the health and safety of the millions of
New Yorkers who drink Croton water. Over 30 percent of the Bronx relies exclusively on Croton water.
So do residents of much of Manhattan 0

After studying locations in the Bronx and Westchester, the N.Y.C. Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) concluded that building at the Mosholu site would best protect our drinking water from
pollution at the least cost and with potentially huge benefits to the City. The Mosholu Golf Course is the
best location for this project in terms of price, safety, and ease of engineering. Furthermore, the City
has pledged $243 Million for improvements to Van Cortlandt Park and other parks in the Bronx. This
would be a huge price for the borough and all New York City residents.

It is important to New York City's construction industry that this project is located in the Bronx. By
building in the Bronx, the economic investment and employment opportunities benefit the borough and
the City as a whole.

If you reject this site, I believe you will have to contend with the angry residents of ~he Westchester
town of Mount Pleasant who will likely oppose this construction. It will also cost the City $500 Miflion
more to construct In Westchester and cost New York City oonstruction workers thousands of jobs.

I ask that you sign this bill into law.

Very truly yours,

Enclosure

MEMll£ll. 01'; THE CEMENT LEAQUfl • CoNCR.'£'t£ ~DUSTR,{ BOARD· 'l"m New You: BU1LDlNO CONGRESS .T!l:£ ASSOClJ\1£[) GENERAL CO/llf:R:AC1'ORS OF AMERICA

LONO lsLAND CONTRACTOR'S ASSOCIATION Il'lc.· THE Q!!mRAL CaN'TRAC'l'ORS ASSOCIATION Of New YO~K INC.• TRE AssOCIATION OF CoNCa£f£ CONTRACTORS C>:I1 loNG ISLAND INc.
C;'msword\JEFP\GOVERNOR PATArd- ASSEMBi.:V :SILL S069cod~
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Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

RE: Assembly Bill #8069C/Senate Bill # 4791C
Siting of the Proposed Croton Filtration Plant

Legislation is pending before you to allow the City of New York to temporarily
utilize land in Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx £or construction of the Croton Water
Filtration Plant under the Mosholu Golf Course. We are writing to ask for your signature
on this bill.

Our City needs clean drinking water! The quality of the water from the Croton
reservoirs is endangered because of development pressures. At times, Croton water
contains high levels of disinfection by-products and insect larvae. Because the system is
not yet filtered, there is an increased risk of contamination from disease causing
organisms. Because of this, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has gotten a court
order forcing the City to filter water from the Croton reservoirs. Environmental officials
say the water must be treated to ensure the health and safety of the millions of New
Yorkers who drink Croton water. Much of the Bronx and Manhattan relies exclusively
on Croton water.

After studying locations in the Bronx and Westchester, the NYC Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) concluded that building at the Mosholu site would best
protect our drinking water from pollution at the least cost and with potentially huge
benefits to the City. The Mosholu Golf Course is the best location for this project in
terms of price, safety, and ease of engineering. If this location is approved by the
legislature, the City will commit $243 million for improvements to Van Cortlandt Park
and other parks and open spaces in the Bronx. This represents the largest investment in
Bronx parkland every proposed; it would be a huge prize for the borough and all New
York City residents.

If you choose to veto this legislation, the plant will be built at a Westchester
County location at a huge cost to New York city taxpayers, construction workers and the
economy as a whole.

Our union has over 5,700 members, the majority of whom are New York City
residents. We hope you will back this project and we look forward to hearing your
position on this project.

Si'Xe~

fOb Corbett - Organizer

nnnnf)2
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Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State ofNew York
The Capital
Albany NY 12224

RE: Croton Filtration Plant - A8069-C / S4791~C

Dear Governor Pataki:

1 am writing on behalf of the Plumbing Foundation City of New York,
a not-for-profit entity representing over 250 licensed plumbing contractors?
to ask you to support building the Croton Water Filtration Plant
in Van Courtlandt Park, in the Bronx.

After studying locations in Westchester and the Bronx? the New York City
Department of Environmental Protection concluded that building at the Mosholu
site would best protect Our water supply from contamination at the least cost
to taxpayers and with substantial benefits to the City. The legislature has agreed
and passed two bills authorizing the use ofparklands for this project.

Over 30 percent of the Bronx relies exclusively on Croton drinking water
as do residents of many parts of Manhattan. In the past, the building and
construction trades have supported efforts made by the Bronx elected officials
and environmental groups to avoid filtering the water. No one wants to spend
our hard earned wages on a facility that is not absolutely critical.
However, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has obtained a court order
compelling that the water must be treated to protect the health and safety of the
millions of New Yorkers who drink Croton water.

... '

It would cost up to $500 million more to construct this facility outside
of the City. Our understanding is that some of the money that is saved
by building in the Bronx will be invested in parks and community amenities.

PLUMBING PROTECTS THE HEA.LTH OF THE NATION
The Plumbing Fou;ndhtion City of New York, Inc., represents Licensed PlUmbing CQntractor.f.

and Plumbin.g Contractor Organizations throughout New YQrk City

07/07/03 MON 11:30 [TX/RX NO 8478]

000093



THIt; l·LUMBING FOUNDATION CITY OF NEW,YORK, INC.

The construction of this plant will create thousands of new union jobs in the
area, many of which will be filled by residents of the Bronx and the other
boroughs. The construction jobs that will be created will be prevailing wage jobs
that can support a family. New York construction workers who are paid
prevailing wage on this project will spend money on local stores and businesses.

We strongly urge you to sign the bills authorizing the use of parklands
for this project. '

cc: John Cahill
Richard Platkin
James Walsh
Jeff Elmer

07/07/03 MON 11:30 [TX/RX NO 8478]
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BRONX COMMUNITV COLLEGE

...._OF THE CITY UNIVERSITY O~;; NEW YORK_.

PROJECT H.I.R.E.

Honorable George Pataki
Governor oftha State ofNew York
The Capital
A1bany~ New York 12224

Deal' Governor Pataki,

July 7. 2003

I am writing this letter in support of A8069~C/S 4791C. The Crotona water filtration

project is an economic development project sorely needed in the Bronx. At Project H.I.R.E. it

will afford us the opportunity to continue to develop a :labor force. We prepare men and women

for careers in the Building Trades. Many of our graduates are now working members of Trade

unions. Some ofwhom will work on this project. We want to and our students want to compete

for the apprenticeship offerings this project will generate. By virtue of the apprenticeship

offerings many of our fonner students are now journeymen/women. These jobs have enabled

them to lift their families out ofpoverty. These jobs have aided them in contributing to the tax

base. These jobs will enable them to build an economic foundation so that their children can

prosper as the children of others have. Please support keeping the project and keeping it in the

Bronx.

IOU' ~
v/~~rl1r

lenda M. Self .
Project Director

c: John Cahill, Secretary to the Governor
Richard Platkin, Counsel to the Governor
James Walsh, Asst. Counsel to the Governor
JeffElmer, GCA

UNIVERSITY AVENUE AND WEST 181sT STREET -- BRONX, NEW YORK 10458
PROJECT H.f.R.E. - (718) 289-5589 - FAX (718) 365-1429

GLENDA M. SELF - PROJECT DIRECTOR
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07/07/03
Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State ofNew York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

In Support of: Assembly #8069C/Senate#4791C
Dear Governor Pataki:

ram writing to urge your approval of the New York City Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) proposal to build the Croton Water Filtration Plant
under the Mosholu driving range in the Bronx.

The New York State Department of Health, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and three of the state's leading enviromnental organizations all agree that
filtration is necessary to protect our drinking water from contamination.

We know your commitment to the environment is strong. By signing this bill into
law, you have an opportunity to reaffinn that commitment and give the Bronx clean

water, jobs, and quality hTI'een space.
After stUdying locations in Westchester and the Bronx, the NYC Department of

Environmental Protection (DEP) again concluded:r as it did in 1999, that building at the
Mosholu site would best safeguard Our drinking water at the least cost and with
substantial benefits to the City.

The City must have your approval to build at this location. The proposal that is
now before you is fOr a smaller filtration plant than the one proposed in 1999, with fewer
construction impacts and a substantial mitigation package, including $243 million in
Bronx parks projects. There will be a full environmental study of this siting before it
mOves forward with Constnlction..

The city must meet a court deadline for legislative approval to build at the
Mosholu site. Otherwise, the project will go to a location in Westchester County, costing
the City $500 million more to construct and costing New York City workers thousands of
jobs and costing Bronx residents the best opportunity in many generations to add parks
and open space to the borough.

This is also a very important project for all ofus in New York's construction
industry. The New York Times, the New York Post and Crain's New York Business have
all asked you to approve this site. I urge you to join us in support.

,~~~7lc=p~ie,
A0hn MJ:~a "---_L_._..~~ _

/ Sr. Vice President '-.
I /

(/
MAIN OFFICE: 600 Memorial Driv~, Cambridge. MA 02139 li,') Tel: (617) 864-6300 Fax: (617) 864-8766 www.moderncontinental.com

".e._e__ ,._ 'c _.Teu Z - .... :,......~ .. ' f"':" :OT _c . = ,.0' r" "lW:"C."'" (,
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KENNETH]. DELANEY CONTRACTING CORR
General Contractor

125.08 26th Avenue
Flushitlg, New York 11354

Tel. (718) 359·4.300
Fax. (718) 886-1519

Han. George Pataki
Governor/state of New Yortc
The Executive Chamber
Capital
Albany, NY 12224

RE: Assembly BIll # B069cISenllte Bill # 4791c

I am writing to request your approval of the above ftlJferenced legislation
regarding the _lUng Of the Croton ftltratioo plant.

By a margin of 44 to 4, the New York City Coundl approved a~me rule­
message this monrtI asking the Stale legIslature ta app1OV8 the consCt'tJction of
the S1.2 billion Croton filter plant under the MoshoJu driving range in Van
Cortlandt Park in the Bronx. 00 June 20,~New York Slate s.nate and
Assembly paased the legisbltion needed to allow the Cityof New Vorl< to bUild
croton at this Bronx location. T1Ie bl includes an additional $243 mUlion of Bronx
parka Improvements 8S part of a community benefits package.

As you know, the City needs permission from the State legislature to build
at !hie location. You may have recelyed correspondence fan representatives of
a few advocacy groups requesting1hat you join them in apposb1g this project. It is
very Important that you understand that when the City Council approved an
eal1ief and much larger version of this prgject at the same location. they did have
the benefit of a camprehOnsive EIS that disclosed In grell detail the impacts of
the project and th4I milfgation meaGUt8& available CD nWrWilIize those impacts. In
view of these impacts, the Council conditioned8~ of this project on a S43
miJIion ns. of programs that would benefit Van COrtlandt Part and the surroUnding
neighborhoods. The proposal that is now before you is far a smaller filtnltfon
plant with fewer CDlllnJction impadS and a much larger IItftigatiOn package.
including $243 milan in Bronx parks projects. Fur1Mn'nCIe. OEP has now
agreed to devefop a Supplemental EIS fof the Mosholu sill, fn response to the
concems raised by the IIdwcat. and one memberof the BlDnx Stillte AM8mbly.

Many projects have been successfuJly conslrlleted under City parks
before. SUbways have been COI'I8UUCt8d under Central Park. City water tunnel #
3 bUilt its valve ehambers under Cttnb'81 Park. Staten Island', drinking water is
stored II'! halding tankS bUilt under Silver Lake Park.

The city rnuA meet II c:ourt deaclOno for legislative approval to build at the
Mosholu site. OthetWJse. tne project will go to a locatiOn in WeslCheStef County.
costing the City S500 million more to constnJd and costing New York City
workers !housanell or jobs.

This legislation is now before you. We urge you to sign it into law.

017/08/03 TUE 08:25 [TX/RX NO 8492]
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FK FRONTIER-KEMPER CONSTRUCTORS, INC.
415 FIfth Avenue. Pelham, NewYo,k 10803
(914) 738·0280 Phone I (914) 73e.DO~ Fax
HEAVY CIVIL & MINING CONSTRUCTION

Northeast Division Office

July '7. 2003

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The Capital
Albany. NY 12224

Re: Assembly Bill #8069..C/Senate Bill #4791-C

Dear Governor Pataki:

I am writing to urge your approval of the New York City Dept. of Environmental Protection
(DEP) proposal to build the Croton Water Filtration Plant under the Mosholu driving range in the
Bronx.

The New York State Dept. of Healthl the U.S, Environmental Protection Agency and three of
the state1s leading environmental organizations all agree that filtration is necessary to protect our
drinking water from contamination.

We know your commitment to the environment is strong. By signing this bill into law, you
have an opportunity to reaffirm that commitment and give the Bronx clean water, jobs, and quality
green space.

After studying locations in Westchester and the Bronx, the NYC Dept. of Environmental
Protection (DEP) again concluded. as it did in 1999, that building at the Mosholu site would best
safeguard our drinking water at the least cost and with substantial benefits to the City.

The City must have your approval to build at this location. The proposal that is now before
you is for a smaller filtration plant than the one proposed in 1999, with fewer construction impacts
and a substantial mitigation package, including $243 million in Bronx parks projects, There will be a
full environmental study of this siting before it moves forward with construction.

The City must meet a court deadline for the legislative approval to build at the Mosholu site.
Otherwise, the project will go to a location in Westchester County, costing the City $500 million more
to construct and costing New York City workers thousands of jobs and costing Bronx residents the
best opportunity in many generations to add parks and open space to the borough.

This is also a very important project for all of us in New York's construction industry. The
New York Times, the New York Post and Crain's New York Business have all asked you to approve
this site. I urge you to join us in support.

Sincerely.

~~
President of Northeast Division

O'jl 107103 MON 17: 20 [TX/RX NO 8489]
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MORETRENCH AMERICAN CORPORAnON
467 Central Park Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10704
(914) 423-1331

MORETRENCH
....since 1931

July 8,2003

Honorable George Pataki
Governor/State of New York
The Executive Chamber
Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

lam writing to ask that you sign Assembly Bill #8069c1Senate Bill #4791c into law. This legislation
approves the siting of the Croton filtration plant in the Bronx.

The quality of the water from the Croton reservoirs is endangered because of development pressures.
At times, Croton water contains high levels of disinfection by-products and insect larvae. Because the
system is not yet filtered, there is an increased risk of contamination from disease causing organisms.
Over 30 percent of the Bronx relies exclusively on Croton water as do residents of much of
Manhattan. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has gotten a court order forcing the City to
filter water from the Croton reservoirs. Environmental officials say the water must be treated to
ensure the health and safety of the millions of New Yorkers who drink Croton water.

After studying locations in the ijronx and Westchester, the NYC Department of Environmental
Protections (DEP) concluded that bUilding at the Mosholu site would best protect our drinking water
from pollution at the least cost and with potentially huge benefits to the City. The Mosholu Golf
Course is the best location for this project in terms of prices, safety, and ease of engineering.
Furthermore, the City has pledged $243 million for improvements to Van Cortlandt Park and other
parks in the Bronx. This would be a huge prize for the borough and all New York City residents.

It is important to New York City's construction industry that this project is located in the Bronx. By
building in the Bronx, the economic investment and employment opportunities benefit the borough and
the City as a whole. It will cost the City $500 million more to construct in {Westchester and cost New
York City construction workers thousands of jobs. .

I ask that you sign this bill into law.

Sincerely,
MORETRENCH AMERICAN CORPORATION

~rrt711~/~
Michael M. McHugh
Vice President
MMcH:sk

MORETRENCH SERVICES.....

• BORED PILES & SHAFTS • CUTOFF/CONTAINMENT WALLS • DEWATERING
• GROUND FREEZING • GROUNDWATER REMBDIATION • INDUSTRIAL INFRASTRUCTURE
• LANDFILL GASILEACHATB SYSTEMS • SOIL MODIFICATION/SOIL STABILIZAnON
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Iron Workers District Council of Greater New York and Vicinity
Intemational Association of Bridge, Structural, Ornamental and Reinforcing Iron Workers

505 White Plains Road Phone 9]4-332-4430
Suite 200 Fax 9t4-332-4431

Tarrytown, N.Y. 10591 Email: lronworkdc@sol.cDm

In Support of: A 8069-C/S 4791-C

Honorable George Pataki
Governor ofthe State ofNew York
The Capital
Albany, New York 12224

Local No. 40
New'Wk,NY

Edward 1. Walsh/ July 8, 2003

President

Local No. 46
NewYork,N'i

Local No. t97
New York, NY

Local No. 361
Brooklyn, NY

Local No. 417
Newlrurgh, NY

Dear Governor Pataki:

On behalf of the District Council of Ironworkers, we are asking for your support to build the proposed
Croton Water Filtration Plan under the Mosholu driving range in Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx. Our
Union, representing over 10,000 workers in New York State, strongly supports construction of the Croton
facility at this location.

After studying various locations, the NYC Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) concluded
that building at the MoshoJu site would best protect our drinking water from contamination at the least cost and
with benefits to the City.

Local No. 455
New York, NY

Local No. 580
New York, NY

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has obtained a court order compelling the City 10 filter
water from the Croton reservoirs. Fines are accumulating against the City every day that this project is delayed.
Environmental officials, including your own Department of Health, are convinced that the water must be treated
to ensure the health and safety of the millions ofNew Yorkers who drink Croton water.

It would cost up to $500 million more to construct this faciJjty outside ofNew York City. The DEP has
already committed more than half the savings for parks and communiry amenities in the Bronx when [he Bronx
location is approved. The Mosholu site is a great deal for water rate payers. Bronx residents and New York
construction workers.

By building in the Bronx, the employment olPportunities and economic investment \vitl benetlt the
borough and the City as a whole. The construction of this plant will create thousands of new union jobs in the
area, many of which will be filled by residents of the Bronx and the other boroughs. The construction jobs that
wilt be created will be well paying positions that can support a family. Construction workers who are paid
prevailing wage on this project are the backbone of many middle class neighborhoods in New York City. The
fringe benefits earned by these workers provide health care services for their families and support for the New
York City health care system. .

My union's headquarters is located in Westchester, and I can assure you there is no substantial
support from the residents of Westchester.

We would appreciate your backing on this most important project.

~~d~
Edward J. Walsh
President

.,......1lI
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Subject: In Support of: Assembly #8069C/Senate#4791C

Slattery
SKANSKA

July 9, 2003

Hon, George Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The Executive Chamber
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

William V. McGuinness
Chief Operating Officer

Slattery Skan:.ka Inc.
16-16 Whitestone L<~VeslwilY

Whitf'~t()nl", NY lIEi7
P"one 718767 2f>IO
rd. 718 767 06i6
W~h wV'JW.\lcltlf:y~kdn\k,l.(0111

Dear Governor Patald:

J am writing to you not only as the Chief Operating Officer of Slattery Skanska In(~.,

one of the largest contractors in New York State, but also as the Treasurer of the
General Contractors Association ofNew York representing the heavy construction
industry of our State.

I am writing to urge your approval of the New York City Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) proposal to build the Croton Water Filtration
Plant under the Mosholu driving range in the Bronx.

The New York State Department of Health, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and three of the state's leading environmental organizations all agree that
filtration is necessary to protect our drinking water from contamination.

We know your commitment to the enviromnent is strong. By signing this bill into
law, you have an opportunity to reaffirm that commitment and give the Bronx ckan
water, jobs, and quality green space.

After studying locations in Westchester and the Brom:, the NYC Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) again concluded, as jtl did in 1999, that building lH

the Mosholu site would best safeguard our drinking water at the least cost and with
substantial benefits to the City.

07/11/03 FRI 09:08 [TX/RX NO 8558]
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Hon. George Pataki

718 767 0666; Jul-11-03 9:36AM;

July 9,2003
2

Page 3/3

Subject: In Support of Assembly #8069C/Senate #4791C

The City must have your approval to build at this location. The proposal that is now
before you is for a smaller filtration plant than the one proposed in 1999, with feVi,'er
construction impacts and a substantial mitigation package, including $243 millicn in
Bronx parks projects. There will be a full environmental study of this siting before it
moves forward with construction..

The City must meet a court deadline for legislative approval to build at the MoshQ]u
site. Otherwise, the project will go to a location in \Vestchester County, costing the
City $500 million more to construct and costing New York City workers thouswkls of
jobs and costing Bronx residents the best opportunity in many generations to adc
parks and open space to the borough.

This is also a very important project for all of us in New York's construction indJ;stry.
The New York Times, the New York Post and Crain's New York Business have all
asked you to approve this site. I urge you to join us in support.

Wi .am V. M mnness
Chief Operating Officer, Slattery Skanska Inc.
Treasurer, General Contractors Association of NY

WVM:icb

07/11/03 FRI 09:08 [TX/RX NO 8558]



Koch
SKANSKA

July 7,2003

Honorable George Pataki
Governor / State of New York
The Executive Chamber
Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Re: Assembly Bill #8069c/Senate Bill #4791 c
Siting of the Proposed Croton Filtration Plant

Koch Skanska, Inc.
400 Roosevelt Avenue
Carteret, NJ 07008
Phone 732-969-1700
Fax 732-969-0197
Web

The above referenced legislation was recently passed by the State Senate and Assembly. It
would allow the City of New York to utilize land under the Mosholu driving range, at the
eastern edge of Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx, for the underground construction of the
long delayed Croton Water Filtration Plant.

I write to ask that you sign this legislation into law.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has obtaine:d a court order under the terms of the
Clean Water Act that forces the City to filter water from the croton reservoirs. Federal law
says the water must be treated to ensure the safety of the millions ofNew Yorkers who drink
Croton water. Over 30 percent of the Bronx relics exclusively on Croton water. So do
residents of many Manhattan neighborhoods.

After studying locations in the Bronx and Westchester, the New York City Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) concluded that building at the Mosholu site would best
protect our drinking water from pollution at the least cost and with substantial benefits to the
City. The Mosholu driving range is the best location for this project in terms ofprice, safety,
and ease of engineering. If you approve this legislation, the City will commit $243 million
for improvements to Van Cortlandt Park and other parks and open spaces in the Bronx. This
represents the largest investment in Bronx parkland ever proposed; it would be a windfall for
the borough and all New York City residents.

New York City contractors have an outstanding record of success in building infrastructure
projects similar to this one. Subways have been constructed under Central Park; Staten
Island's drinking water is stored in holding tanks build under Silver Lake Park, benefiting



2

July 7,2003

the borough's parks and residents. In each case, the park was restored to the condition that
was there before.

If you do not enact this legislation, the plant will be built at a Westchester County location,
at a huge additional cost to New York City water rate payers, and great harm to Bronx
residents and the local construction industry.

I hope you will join in support of the sitting of this project at Mosholu. I look forward to
working with you to make this a win for all New Yorkers.

~~~/~
Robert W. KocH
President
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JM,A CONC,R'ETE, C'ONSTRUCTION CO'., I,NC.
, General Contractors

HeavY,~,onstru~tion·Asphalt and Concrete Paving
July 9, 2003 '

Honorable George Patald ,
Governor ofthe Sta~e ofNew York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

RE: Assembly, Bill #8069c / senate Bill # 4791c
Proposed location ofCroton Filter Phmt in the Bronx

,DearGovemor Pataki:

I write to urge you to sign~IyBill #8069c1Senate Bill 4791c into law. This
legislation WQuld approve thC,lo'~tion oithe Croton filtration plant under the Mosholu.
GolfCourse in Van: Cortlandt Park in the Bronx.

, Those, ofus who work in the HX'~nx belieye that a construction project ofthis magnitude
would not only help to revive the borough but would pro\1ide Contract opportunities and
many jobs to the'Bronx in thisthne,ofecOnomic hardship. The ,$243 million that has
been promised to build and reh8bi:lit~t~ Bronx parks in, exchange for approval ofthis
project will benefit neighborhood:residents. Thus having a long lasting positive effect on
the Bronx:.

The filtration plant is critical to:protect the health and well being ofthe millions ofpeople
who drink. Croton water.

Weare a New York State, certifiahninonty owned and controlled construction company.
We are 100% union company ~,has work experience on other water pollution fucilities
,including the North River W.ter PoDution Control Plant on the Hudson River in
,Manhattan. ,

Our company joins our colleagues in New York's business community in support ofthis
critical project. '

oseph,M. Argrette
President/CEO '

213-08 '99th Avenue • 'Queens Village J NY 11429
Tel: (7:18)'264-2688 • Fax: (718) 264-2183

, e-mail address: jmargrette@aol
, .

An Equal Opporlunity Employer

0001 OS
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TuLLY CONSTRUCTION CO. INC.

GENERAL CONTRACWRS

PHONE 446·7000

AREA CODE 718

via Federal Express

Han. George Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The Executive Chamber
The Capital
Albany, New York 12224

Re: Assembly Bill #8069c/Senate Bill #4791 c

Dear Governor Pataki,

127-50 NORTHERN BOULEVARD

FLUSHING. NEW YORK 11a68

July 10, 2003

I am writing to request your approval of the above referenced legislation concerning
the siting of the Croton filtration plant.

By a margin of 44 to 4, the New York City Council approved a 'home rule' message
this month asking the State legislature to approve the construction of the $1.2 billion
Croton filter plant under the Mosholu driving range in Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx.
On June 20, the New York State Senate and Assembly passed the legislation needed
to allow the City of New York to build Croton at this Bronx location. The bill includes
an additional $243 million of Bronx parks improvements as part of a community
benefits package.

As you know, the City needs permission from the State legislature to build at this
location. You may have received correspondence from representatives of a few
advocacy groups requesting that you join them in opposing this project. It is very
important that you understand that when the City Council approved an earliar and
much larger version of this project at the same location, they did have the benefit of
a comprehensive EIS that disclosed in great detail' the impacts of the project and the
mitigation measures available to minimize those impacts. In view of these impacts,
the Council conditioned approval of this project on a $43 million list of programs that
would benefit Van Cortlandt Park and the surrounding neighborhoods. The proposal
that is now before you is for a smaller filtration plant with fewer construction impacts
and a much larger mitigation package, including $.243 million in Bronx parks projects.
Furthermore, DEP has now agreed to develop a Supplemental EIS for the Mosholu site,
in response to the concerns raised by the advocates and one member of the Bronx
State Assembly.



TuLLY CONSTRUCTION CO. INC.
July 10, 2003
Page 2.

Many projects have been successfully constructed under City parks before. Subways
have been constructed under Central Park. City water tunnel # 3 built its valve
chambers under Central Park. Staten Island's drinking water is stored in holding tanks
built under Silver Lake Park.

The City must meet a court deadline for legislative approval to build at the Mosholu
site. Otherwise, the project will go to a location ~n Westchester County, costing New
York City workers thousands of jobs.

This legislation is now before you. We urge you to sign it into law.

Sincerely,

PKT:cg

cc: John Cahill, Secretary to the Governor via fax 518-474-1513
Richard Platkin, Counsel to the Governor via fax 518-474-8099
James Walsh, Asst. Counsel to the Governor. .. via fax 518-474-8099

OOOlO~i
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The reason for my support is that small, minority and women-owned contracting
companies with whom I work in New York City will benefit greatly from the jobs
and opportunities that the Croton Water Treatment Project presents. These same
finns will have little chance of winning contracts and subcontracts if the plant is
built in Westchester. Attached is a copy of my testimony supporting the project
which was presented to the NYC Council.

Att.

Dear Governor Pataki:

Best Regards,

Honorable George Pataki
Governor ofthe State ofNew York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

As Executive Director of the Regional Alliance for Small Contractor, an industry
partnership led by major corporations in consnuction, key public agencies and
many small businesses, I support Assembly bill #8069-C/Senate bill #4791-C.

t'ry~
Earle J. Walker
Executive Director

July 10, 2003

In these times we need to invest in the future ofNew York City, we urge you to
support the constmction ofthis plant in the Bronx.

PortAUttltH'Ity Sus 1"tmnlnal, tJ25 Eighth Avenue. Z-Floor .. NtNth Wing - New York, NY 1001B
Voiw: 212-26lJ..2991 • FIIX: 212-268-1509
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C Yonkers Contracting Company, Inc.
..---_ - _..',------_ _._--_ --_.

P,01

Building Quality for Over 50 Years

VIA u.PS NRXT DAY AIR

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Re: A8069c/S4791c
Croton Filter Plant in the Bronx

Dear Governor Pataki:

989 Mid/aM Avenue Yonkers, NY 10704 Tel 914.965,1500 Fax 914.378.8841

July 7, 2003

I write in support of the City of New York's request to build the proposed Croton
Water Treatment Plant in the Mosholu Golf' Course in Van Cortlandt Park in the
Bronx.

Those of us who do work in the Bronx believe that construction projects like this
One will help revive the borough. We need the jobs and contrad opportunities from
these projects now more than ever in this time of economic hardship. The $243
million that has been promised to build and rehabilitate Bronx parks in exchange
for approval of this project will benefit neighborhood residents for many years to
conte.

The filtration plant is criticnl to protect the health and well being ot· the millions of
people who drink Croton water.

Our company joins our colleagues in New York's business community in support of
this critical project.

Very truly yOUTS,

cc: Via Facsimile to:
John Cahill, Sec'y. to Gov. - # 518-474-1513
Richard Platkin, Coullsel to the Gov. - # 518474-8099 /
James Walsh, Asst. Counsel to the Gov. - 51.8-474-8099 V

Jeff Elmer, GCA - # 212-808-5267

07/07/03 MON 15:44 £TX/RX NO 8486]
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L7/det'Ylationatri8/~fJ/
BOILERMAKERS • IRON SHIP BUILDERS BLACKSMITHS • FORGERS & HELPERS

JERRY CONNOLLY
Buslne~Manager

Secretary-Treasurer

BOILERMAKERS LOCAL LODGE No.5

TOM COOK
Assistant Business Manager

President

TOM KLEIN
Assistant Business Manager

Vice President

July 3, 2003

The Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State ofNew York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki,

I am writing to you as the Business Manager, Secretary-Treasurer for Boilermakers Local
Lodge No.5 with offices located at 24 Van Siden Avenue, Floral Park, NY.

As you are aware, Mayor Michael Bloomberg is asking for your approval to build a $1.3
billion water filtration plant under the Mosholu Golf Course in the Bronx.

The State Assembly has passed bill #8069-C and the Senate has passed bill #4791-C
which would authorize the use of this site. At this point we need your support and
strongly urge you to sign this legislation into law.

If you refuse to sign this legislation it will result in additional delays and most probably
result in the building of the facility outside ofNew York City, most likely in Westchester
County. This would result in the loss of thousands ofjobs for New York City. New York
City water rate payers would foot the bill and Westchester County would reap the
benefits.

The Mosholu Golf Course site is the best site for this project in terms of cost, safety and
ease of engineering. If this site is approved by you signing the legislation into law, the
City will commit $200 million for improvements to Van Cortland Park and other parks
and open spaces in the Bronx. This is a win-win situation for everyone. If the plant is
built outside of the City there will be few jobs for New York City residents and no new
money for parks in the Bronx.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has obtained a court order compelling the
City to filter water from the Croton Reservoir. Environmental officials are convinced that
the water must be treated to ensure the health and safety of the millions ofNew Yorkers

24 Van Sielen Avenue • Floral Park, NY 11001 • 516-326·2500 • 718-895-7722 • 516·326-3435 Fax
~54

I)Jinr~110
\;,~:t to,........ ..:&-
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BOIL~RMAKERSLOCAL LODGE No.5

;516 326 3435 # 3~

who drink water that flows through the Croton system. Over thirty (30%) percent of the
Bronx relies exclusively on the Croton drinking water, as do many residents in
Manhattan.

By building this plant in the Bronx, the employment opportunities and economic
investment would benefit the borough and city as a whole. The construction of this plant
will create thousands ofnew union jobs in the area, :many ofwhich will be filled by
residents of the Bronx and other boroughs.

The construction jobs that will be created will be well paying positions that can support a
family. Construction workers who are paid prevailing wages on this project are the
backbone of many middle class neighborhoods in New York City. A more prosperous
New York City results in increased revenues for the State. New York City is the
economic engine that drives New York. We all know the effects of 9/11 have rippled
through the state economy, this project would help r(:vive a depressed economy.

Boilermakers Local Lodge No.5 has over 300 members, the majority of whom are New
York City residents. On behalfof the membership ofLocal 5 I respectfully request that
you sign this legislation into law immediately.

Thank you in advance for your time concerning this important matter.

Sincerely,

J~?nn~
Business Manager/
Secretary-Treasurer

07/03/03 THU 12:10 [TX/RX NO 8464]
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THE GENERAL CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK, INC.
60 East4~ Street. New York, NY 10166. Tel: (212) 687·3131 • Fax; (212) 808-5267. Email: GCAMail@qca.gcaov.nel

July 11, 2003
Hon. George E. Pataki
Governor
State ofNew York
Albany) NY

In support of A.8069-C/S.4791-C

Dear Governor' Pataki:

We are writing on behalf ofour organizations and our members to urge you to sign this
legislation, which would authorize New York City to construct a water treatment facility
'underneath the Mosholu Golf Course in Van Cortlandt Park. It is our understanding this
legislation was delivered to your office on July 10, 2003. Although each of the signatories to
this letter has written to you individually, we are writing to you again collectively, and with a
greater sense ofurgency, now that the legislation is on your desk for consideration.

Prominent environmental groups have agreed with the City, the State ofNew York, and
the United States Environmental Protection Agency, that the Croton supply should be filtered as
soon as possible. Filtration will solve the Croton system's chronic odor, taste and color
problems- More importantly, filtration will eliminate the long-term public health concerns
caused by disinfectant byproducts. Croton conSumers live in some of the poorest areas of the
Bronx and Manhattan. They have a right to a potable water supply that is not aftlicted with
either aesthetic or public health concerns.

We recognize that this legislation does not e.xplicitly provide a role for the Governor in
the Memorandum of Understanding ("MOU"). However, Mayor Bloomberg has conunitted in
writing to ensuring your participation and input in the pUblic process created in the MOD to
identify $200 million wo'rth ofparks and recreation projects in the Bronx. Furtbennore, it is
clear that the Legislature will not entertain further amendments to this bill at this time.

Your approval of this legislation in its current form is necessary, or the City will end all
further consideration of the Mosholu site. If the Mosholu site is removed from further
consideration the remaining two choices are the Harlem River site in the Bronx, and the
Eastview site in Westchester County. If the Mosholu site is not available, the City has clearly
stated that it will build the Croton treatment facility at the Eastview site in Westchester County.
For a variety of reasons, including security, site ownership, constroctability, pennitting and
community impacts, the City believes the Eastview site is preferable, ifMosholu is unavailable.

Your approval of this legislation will not, by itself: ensure that the Croton water treatment
plant will be built at the Mosholu Golf Course. That decision will not corne until the completion
of the MOD and the Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. Your a.pproval ofthis
legislation will only ensure that the Mosholu site remains a viable option.

07/17/03 THU 10:48 [TX/RX NO 8626]
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However t your veto of this legislation will, in effect, aSSUre that the treatment plant will
not be built at Mosholu. Given the siting options, vetoing this legislation means that the City
will seek to build its Croton treatment facility at Eastview. Not only will building at the
Eastview site cost the City $500 million more than building at Mosholu, it will also cost New
York City workers thousands ofjobs. Forcing this construction project into Westchester County
would be a devastating blow to our organizations and their members.

Building the Croton treatment plant in Eastview would also be a devastating blow to the
residents of the Bronx, who would lose the benefits of the $200 million worth ofparkland
funding that the City would make available pursuant to the MOD. In addition, when the City
Council frrst approved this site in 1999, the City promised $43 million worth ofimprovements in
and around Van Cortlandt Park if the plant were constructed at the Mosbolu site. Your veto of
this legislation means that $243 million worth ofparks and recreational projects in the Bronx
will never get built.

In 1999, the New York City Council approved DEP's application to site the plant at the
Mosholu Golf Course. In 2003, the City Council approved a Home Rule Message, affinning its
support for the Mosholu site. Ifyou veto this legislation, you will also be removing from further
consideration a site that has twice been endorsed by local elected officials, customarily accorded
some discretion over local siting decisions.

We believe vetoing this legislation is contrary to your interest in promoting
environmental compliance and in improving open space and parklands. A veto would also be
contrary to the interests of ou", members, contrary to the interests ofBronx residents t and
contrary to the interests of the City as a whole. We respectfully urge you to approve this
legislation.

l;}lw:rdj"j!!aI/W
Edward J. Malloy 1 .. - /

President .
Building & Construction
Trades Council of Greater NY

Sincerely, /

~/l.<M4X~!»L1
Francis X. McArdle Thomas P.
Managing Director President
The General Contractors NYS Conference of
Association ofNY Operating Engineers

f cAl!£::
ifl-L-
ouis J. Coletti

President and CEO
Building Trades
Employers Association

<" Ii~/kva'jj~t<,
c l'J~~ Denis M Hughes (J()

President President
NY Building Congress NYS AFL-CIO
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The Steel Institute of New York
The Ornamental Metal Institute of New York

211 East 43 Street
New York Cityt N.Y. 10017

212 697 5553 J 4 lit 122 818 0916 (fax)

JlJIy 1, 2003

The Honorable George Patak.i
Governor of the State of New York
The Capital
Albany. N.Y. 12224

RE: Assembly 8i1f # 8069cl5enate Bill # 4791c
Siting of the Proposed Croton Filtration Plant

Dear Govemor Pataki:

The Steel and Omamental Metal Institutes of New York are organizations consisting of
approximately 500 contractors engaged in the erection of structural steel. architectural.
ornamental and miscellaneous metal products used in both heavy and building
construction projects located in the five boroughs of New York City as well as Nassau,
Suffolk and Westchester Counties.

Legislation is pending before you to allow the City of New York to temporarily utilize land
in Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx for construction of the Croton Water Filtration Plant
under the Mosholu driVing range. We are writing on behalf of our members to ask your
approval of this important project.

Our City needs clean drinking water! The quality of the water from the Croton
reservoirs is endangered because the population has grown in that area of the State. At
times, Croton water contains high levels of disinfection by~products and insect larvae.
Because the system is not yet filtered, there is an increased risk of contamination from
disease causing organisms.

There is precedent for locating infrastructure projects under City parks. For
instance. the City water tunnel # 3 valve chambers are under Central Park. Holding
tanks built under Silver Lake Park in Staten Island store drinking water for the borough.

After studying locations in the Bronx and WE~stchester, the NYC Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) concluded that building at the Mosholu site would best
protect our drinking water from pOllution at the least cost and with potentially huge
benefits to the City. Mosholu is the best location for this project in terms of price, safety,
and ease of engineering. If you sign off on this legislation: the City will commit $243
million for improvements to Bronx parks. This would be a huge boost for the borough
and all New York City residents.

0001 t+ 07/01/03 TUE 15:32 [TX/RX NO 8439]
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If you veto this important legislation, the plant will be built at a Westchester
location at a huge cost to New York City water rate payers, construction workers and the
economy as a whole.

We hope you will support this project & we look forward to hearing from yOU.

Thank yOll.

~. ._-.._-.

W
William Shuzman
Executive Direct

P.03

otX>115
I
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July 7,2003

To: Governor George Pataki

From: Juan A. Gutierrez

Re: A8069c/S4791 c
Croton Filter Plant in the Bronx

I write in support of the City ofNew York's request to build the proposed
Croton Water Treatment Plant under the Mosholu Golf Course in Van
Cortlandt Park in the Bronx.

Those of us who do work in the Bronx believe that construction projects like
this one will help revive the borough. We need the jobs and contract
opportunities from these projects now more than ever in this time of
economic hardship. The $243 million that has been promised to build and
rehabilitate Bronx parks in exchange for approval of this project will benefit
neighborhood residents for many years to come.

The filtration plant is critical to protect the health and well being of the
millions ofpeople who drink Croton water.

AN EQUAL OPPJMPlOYER

0OO11fl'J

Our company joins our colleagues in New York's busines
support of this critical project.

100 Highway 70
Lakewood NJ 08701
Tel 732· 364 • 8200
Fax 732 • 370 • 1926

r--'--'---~-
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POWERS, CRANE & COMPANY, LLC

July 14, 2003

Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor ofNew York State
Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, New York 12224

RE: Croton Water Filtration Plant
S. 4791-A. (Rules) / A. 8069-A (Rules)

Dear Governor Pataki:

On behalf of my client the New York State Laborers' Political Action Committee,
we are asking for your support to build the proposed Croton Water Filtration Plant under
the Mosholu Golf Course in Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx. This union, representing
over 35,000 workers in New York, strongly supports construction of the Croton facility at
this location.

By building this facility in the Bronx, the employment opportunities and
economic investment will benefit the borough and the City as a whole. The construction
of this plant will create thousands of new union jobs in the area, many of which will be
filled by residents of the Bronx and the other boroughs. The construction jobs that will
be created will be well paid positions that could support a family. Local construction
workers who would work on this project are the backbone of many middle class
neighborhoods in New York City.

The New York State Laborers' strongly urge you to sign S.4791/A.8069. If you
have any questions or concerns with our position, please contact me at (518) 431-0720.

Sincerely,

POWERS, CRANE & COMPANY

CC: Richard Platkin
Brooks Debow
Jim Walsh

90 STATE STREET, SUITE 1422, ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207 TEL 518.431.0720 FAX 518.431.0721

www.powerscraneandcompany.com

~"
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An Equal Opportunity Employer

July 9, 2003

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

TO: Governor George Pataki

FR: Mark Albicocco - Gateway Industries, Inc.

RE: AB069c/S4791c
Croton Filter Plant in the Bronx

I write in support of the City of New York's request to build the proposed Croton Water
Treatment Plant under the Mosholu Golf Course in Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx.

Those of us who do work in the Bronx believe that construction projects like this one will
help revive the borough. We need the jobs and contract opportunities from these projects
now more than ever in this time of economic hardship. The $243 million that has been
promised to build and rehabilitate Bronx parks in exchange for approval of this project will
benefit neighborhood residents for many years to come.

The filtration plant is critical to protect the health and well being of the millions of people
who drink Croton water.

Our company joins our colleagues in New York's business community in support of this
critical project.

Very truly yours,

GATEWAY INDUSTRIES, INC.

Mark Albicocco - President

000118
Page 1 of 1
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An Equal Opportunity Employer

July 9, 2003

Hon. George Pataki
Governor/State of New York
The Executive Chamber
Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

I am writing to ask that you sign Assembly Bill #8069c/Senate Bill # 4791c into law. This legislation
approves the siting of the Croton filtration plant in the Bronx.

Our City needs clean drinking water! The quality of the water from the Croton reservoirs is endangered
because of development pressures. At times, Croton water contains high levels of disinfection by-products
and insect larvae. Because the system is not yet filtered, there is an increased risk of contamination from
disease causing organisms. Because of this, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has gotten a court
order forcing the City to filter water from the Croton reservoirs. Environmental officials say the water must
be treated to ensure the health and safety of the millions of New Yorkers who drink Croton water. Over 30
percent of the Bronx relies exclusively on Croton water. So do residents of much of Manhattan.

After studying locations in the Bronx and Westchester, the NYC Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) concluded that building at the Mosholu site would best protect our drinking water from pollution at
the least cost and with potentially huge benefits to the City. The Mosholu Golf Course is the best location
for this project in terms of price, safety, and ease of engineering. Furthermore, the City has pledged $243
million for improvements to Van Cortlandt Park and other parks in the Bronx. This would be a huge prize
for the borough and all New York City residents.

It is important to New York City's construction industry that this project is located in the Bronx. By building
in the Bronx, the economic investment and employment opportunities benefit the borough and the City as
a whole.

If you reject this site, I believe you will have to contend with the angry residents of the Westchester town
of Mount Pleasant who will likely oppose this construction. It will also cost the City $500 million more to
construct in Westchester and cost New York City construction workers thousands of jobs.

I ask that you sign this bill into law.

Sincerely,

G;:JI72_I_nc

_._----

Mark Albicocco - President

Page 2 of 2
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One Battery Park Plaza New York, NY 10004-1479 A'~hq
T 212 493 7400 F 212 344 3344 www.partnershipfornyc.org

June 26, 2002

Re: A.08069/S.4791-C

••••••••••••u

.••• e ................
••••••••• 11 ••••......•..." .......••..~ .....................••••.......•:.~;~~~~:.~....

JUL 0 2 2003

Nt: .)FiK STAI L
EXECU; .VE CHL-;M3EI'i

COUNSEL

Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor
Executive Chamber
Albany, New York 1212124

Dear Governor Pataki:

Partnership for New York City

The Partnership urges you to sign into law A.08069/S.4791-C, a bill that would authorize New York City
to use parkland in a section of the Van Cortland Park in the Bronx to build a drinking water filtration
plant. We regard this facility as a critical city infrastructure priority that is appropriate for the deSignated
site.

The City of New York is currently in violation of the State Public Health Law, the Safe Drinking Water
Act, and the Surface Water Treatment rules. To remedy this violation, the City agreed in a federal decree
that it would construct and operate a filtration plant for its Croton water supply system. The City's
Department of Environmental Protection has investigated several potential sites for the filtration plant
and concluded that a section in Van Cortland Park is the optirnal site based on cost, security, engineering
feasibility, and other factors. The filtration plant would be built underground so as not to intrude on
park space. Most important, it would be the most secure of the available sites.

This is an important priority for New York City's business community and we would be grateful for
your support. A safe, clean, and affordable water supply is part of the infrastructure needed to support
any community, including New York's City residents and businesses.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Kathryn S. Wylde
President and Chief Executive Officer

cc. Richard Platkin, Esq.

Co-Chairmen
Henry R. Kravis
Jerry /.Speyer

President and CEO
Kathryn S. Wylde

Directors
Richard I Beattie
Candace K. Beinecke
Alain J. P. Beida
David A. Bell

Stephen Berger
Russell L. Carson
Paul R. Charron
Kenneth /. Chenault
Jill M. Considine
John P. Costas
Samuel A. DiPiazza, Jr.
Jane T. Elfers
Peter L. Faber
Alan H. Fishman
Richard S. Fuld, Jr.
Victor F. Ganzi

Barry M. Gosin
Richard A. Grasso
Jonathan N. Grayer
Jeffrey W. Greenberg
William B. Harrison, Jr.
David W. Heleniak
Robert M. Johnson
John A. Kanas
Gershon Kekst
Klaus Kleinfeld
Kay Koplovitz

William P, Lauder Eugene D. O'Kelly
Rochelle B. Lazarus E. Stanley O'Neal
Edward Lewis Michael Patsalos-Fox
Martin Lipton Lionel /. Pincus
Terry J. Lundgren Peter J. Powers
John J. Mack Michael/. Roth
Eugene R. McGrath William C. Rudin
Harold McGraw, III Linda S. Sanford
Henry A. McKinnell, Ph.D. Stephen A. Schwarzman
Katsuto Momii Sy Sternberg
Lachlan Murdoch John A. Thain

YC5l?bt~O

James S. Tisch
Alair A. Townsend
Seth Waugh
Sanford /. Weill
Christopher J. Williams
Fred Wilpon
Deborah C. Wright
Tim Zagat
Mortimer B. Zuckerman

Founding Chairman
David Rockefeller

Chairmen Emeriti
Robert B. Catell
Richard A. Jalkut
Richard D. Parsons
James D. Robinson, III
Preston Robert Tisch



REAL ESTATE BOARD OF NEW YORK

June 30, 2003

®

Steven Spinola
President

Governor George E. Pataki
The Executive Chamber
The Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

RE: A8069C
S4791C

Dear Governor Pataki,

On behalf of the over 6000 members of the Real Estate Board of New York, I strongly
urge you to sign the legislation to provide for the alienation of parkland in Van Cortlandt
Park for the purposes of constructing and operating a water treatment plant in the Bronx.
It is essential that New York City move forward with the mandated filtration plant for the
Croton system in compliance with the EPA order.

The US EPA underscored the critical nature of this legislation in its release last week
calling for action on the part of the City to build a filtration plant. It noted that the plant
has been required for ten years. Croton drinking water violates EPA and NYS Dept. of
Health standards because chemical levels exceed federal health standards. Under the
Safe Drinking Water Act the City was required to filter the system by 1993, a deadline
that it did not meet. Further delay will not only result in huge fines but the City is
required to notify New Yorkers in their water bills and through the mass media of the
contamination beginning this month.

The legislation before you has been carefully crafted to balance the needs and interests of
a great many parties who have been concerned about this process. It provides for
construction of the plant in part of Van Cortlandt Park at a cost savings of hundreds of
millions of dollars compared to any alternative locations. The City has agreed to use
these savings on much needed park improvements which will benefit us all.

We must act now. We strongly urge that you sign this Ie ·slation.

v'

000121
The Real Estate Board of New York, Inc. 570 Lexington Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 TEL. (212) 532-3100 FAX (212) 779·8774

Over 100 Years of Building and Serving New York



Slattery
SKANSKA

July 9, 2003

Hon. George Pataki
Governor of the State ofNew York
The Executive Chamber
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

William V. McGuinness
Chief Operating Officer

Slattery Skanska Inc.
16-16 Whitestone Expressway
Whitestone, NY 11357
Phone 718 767 2600
Fax 7187670666
Web www.slattery.skanska.com

Subject: In Support of: Assembly #8069C/Senate#4791C

Dear Governor Pataki:

I am writing to you not only as the Chief Operating Officer of Slattery Skanska Inc.,
one of the largest contractors in New York State, but also as the Treasurer of the
General Contractors Association ofNew York representing the heavy construction
industry ofour State.

I am writing to urge your approval of the New York City Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) proposal to build the Croton Water Filtration
Plant under the Mosholu driving range in the Bronx..

The New York State Department of Health, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and three of the state's leading environmental organizations all agree that
filtration is necessary to protect our drinking water from contamination.

We know your commitment to the environment is strong. By signing this bill into
law, you have an opportunity to reaffinn that commitment and give the Bronx clean
water, jobs, and quality green space.

After studying locations in Westchester and the Bronx, the NYC Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) again concluded, as it did in 1999, that building at
the Mosholu site would best safeguard our drinking water at the least cost and with
substantial benefits to the City.

---_._~----



Hon. George Pataki

Subject: In Support of Assembly #8069C/Senate #4791C

July 9, 2003
2

The City must have your approval to build at this location. The proposal that is now
before you is for a smaller filtration plant than the one proposed in 1999, with fewer
construction impacts and a substantial mitigation package, including $243 million in
Bronx parks projects. There will be a full environmental study of this siting before it
moves forward with construction..

The City must meet a court deadline for legislative approval to build at the Mosholu
site. Otherwise, the project will go to a location in 'Westchester County, costing the
City $500 million more to construct and costing New York City workers thousands of
jobs and costing Bronx residents the best opportunity in many generations to add
parks and open space to the borough.

This is also a very important project for all of us in New York's construction industry.
The New York Times, the New York Post and Crain's New York Business have all
asked you to approve this site. I urge you to join us in support.

WI 'am V. M umness
Chief Operating Officer, Slattery Skanska Inc.
Treasurer, General Contractors Association ofNY

WVM:icb



BRONX COMMUNITY COLLEGE

_OF THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORt<_

PROJECT H.I.R.E.

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State ofNew York
The Capital
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Pataki,

July 7, 2003

I am writing this letter in support of A8069-C/S 4791C. The Crotona water filtration

project is an economic development project sorely needed in the Bronx. At Project H.I.R.E. it

will afford us the opportunity to continue to develop a labor force. We prepare men and women

for careers in the Building Trades. Many of our graduates are now working members of Trade

unions. Some of whom will work on this project. We want to and our students want to compete

for the apprenticeship offerings this project will generate. By virtue of the apprenticeship

offerings many of our fonner students are now journeymen/women. These jobs have enabled

them to lift their families out of poverty. These jobs have aided them in contributing to the tax

base. These jobs will enable them to build an economi<: foundation so that their children can

prosper as the children of others have. Please support keeping the project and keeping it in the

Bronx.

you, ~./ r71,'
lenda M. Self

Project Director .

C: John Cahill, Secretary to the Governor
Richard Platkin, Counsel to the Governor
James Wals~Asst. Counsel to the Governor
Jeff Elmer, GCA

UNIVERSITY AVENUE AND WEST 1818T STREET - BRONX, NEW YORK 10453
PROJECT H.I.R.E. - (118) 289-5589 - FAX (118) 365.1429

GLENDA M. SELF - PROJECT DIRECTOR
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July 15,2003

Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor
State ofNew York
Executive Chamber, State Capitol BuiIding
Albany, New York 12224

RE: A.8069-C (Rules)/S.4791-C (Rules)

Dear Governor Pataki:

The New York State Laborers' representing over 35,000 workers
strongly urge you to sign A.8069-C/S.,4791-C into law. This legislation allow
New York City to discontinue the use of parklands temporarily in the Van
Cortlandt Park in Bronx, NY to allow the construction of a water treatment
facility to enhance the quality of the drinking water to New York City and
Bronx residents. If this legislation were enacted, thousands of construction jobs
would be created to complete the project over five years.

New York City is under court decree to filter water from the Croton
Watershed because of contamination of the water, which ultimately leads to
heavy chemical treatment of the water with chlorine before it reaches
consumers. This practice is unsafe and costly.

Other sites have been discussed to build the filtration plant. However,
due to the laborious siting requirements to detennine a proper location where the
facility should be constructed, it is cost effective to build under Van Cortlandt
Park in the Bronx as this legislation intended. The Croton Watershed provides
10-30% of the drinking water to New York City (depending on rainfall) and
parts of the Bronx. If this legislation is approved and after the filtration plant
has been completed, it will deliver high-quality water to millions of faucets and
showerheads throughout New York City and parts of the Bronx.

The New York State Laborers' Union strongly urges your support of
A.8069-C/SA791-C.

Si cerely,

) '~e

0001.25
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Constance K. Crane

POWERS, CRANE & COMPANY, LLC

July 14, 2003

Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor ofNew York State
Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, New York 12224

RE: Croton Water Filtration Plant
S. 4791-A. (Rules) / A. 8069-A (Rules)

Dear Governor Pataki:

On behalf of my client the New York State Laborers' Political Action Committee,
we are asking for your support to build the proposed Croton Water Filtration Plant under
the Mosholu Golf Course in Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx. This union, representing
over 35,000 workers in New York, strongly supports construction of the Croton fa~ility at
this location.

By building this facility in the Bronx, the employment opportunities and
economic investment will benefit the borough and the City as a whole. The construction
of this plant will create thousands of new union jobs in the area, many of which will be
filled by residents of the Bronx and the other boroughs. The construction jobs that will
be created will be well paid positions that could support a family. Local construction
workers who would work on this project are the backbone of many middle class
neighborhoods in New York City.

The New York State Laborers' strongly urge you to sign S.4791/A.8069. If you
have any questions or concerns with our position, please contact me at (518) 431-0720.

Sincerely,

POWERS, CRANE & COMPANY

CC: Richard Platkin
Brooks Debow
Jim Walsh

90 STATE STREET. SUITE 1422, ALBANY, NEW YORK 12207 TEL 518.431.0720 FAX 518.431.0721
www.poweescrancandconlpany.com
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July 10, 2003

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State ofNew York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

As Executive Director of the Regional Alliance for Small Contractor, an industry
partnership led by major corporations in construction, key public agencies and
many small businesses, I support Assembly bill #8069-C/Senate bill #4791-C.

The reason for my support is that small, minority and women-owned contracting
companies with whom I work in New York City will benefit greatly from the jobs
and opportunities that the Croton Water Treatment Project presents. These same
finns will have little chance of winning contracts and subcontracts if the plant is
built in Westchester. Attached is a copy of my testimony supporting the project
which was presented to the NYC Council.

In these times we need to invest in. the future of New York City, we urge you to
support the construction of this plant in the Bronx.

Best Regards,

~~
Earle 1. Walker
Executive Director

Att.

Port Authority Bus Tenninal, 625 Eighth Avenue, Z'" Floor - North Wing - New Yo,*, NY 10018
Voice: 212-268-2991 • Fax: 212-268-7509

150 West State Street, Suite 310 • Trenton, NJ 08608 • Voice;: (609) 392-5600 • Fax: (609) 392-7092
Website: http;/Iwww,ceqjonal-alliance.org



The Regional Alliance for Small Contractors

Testimony in Favor of Croton Water Treatment Plant

My name is Earle J. Walker and I am the Executive Director of the Regional

Alliance for for Small Contractors. The R~gional Alliance is an industry partnership led

by major corporations in construction, several public agencies and many small

businesses. Our mission is to help small, minority, and women-owned businesses

compete openly and perform effectively on public and private sector contracts. We work

to enable these companies to grow in the construction industry. We help them win and

successfully execute contracts with many city and state agencies, including the Port

Authority, the New York City Housing Authority, the State Department ofTransportation

and the NYC School Construction Authority.

So why am I here today? I'm here to give you a reason for placing the Croton

proj ect in the Bronx.

The reason is simple. It is that the small and minority and women-owned

contracting companies with whom I work in New York City benefit greatly from the jobs

and opportunities that this project represents.

If this water treatment plant is built in Westchester, the New York City based

firms with whom I work will have little chance of winning the contracts and subcontracts

that will be available. In fact, they may not even have an opportunity to compete for these

opportunities.

On the other hand, if the Croton plant is built in the Bronx, our local businesses

will be able to compete on a level playing field for the opportunities to do work as a

contractor, subcontractor or a supplier of materials and services. They will not only work

on the filtration plant, but will also work on the $200 million park redevelopment

program that will accompany it.



When DEP Commissioner Chris Ward was an official at the Port Authority, we

worked closely together to ensure that smaller and minority-owned businesses got major

jobs with that agency. On the JFK AirTrain project, for instance, we developed a

comprehensive Minority and Women Enterprise Program that was integrated into the

entire procurement operation. Over $85 million in AirTrain construction contracts went

to minority- and women-owned-owned businesses, and about the same amount of

construction contracts went to Queens-based companies. That amount far exceeded all

goals for this project. So when Commissioner Ward says DEP Means Business for

Minority Contractors, I know he means Business!

DEP has established MBE goals that range from 17% to 23% for their

construction projects. I know he will deliver on this. But the opportunities for New York

City-based firms will be lost if this $1 billion project goes north to Westchester. We want

to promote the advancement of minorities and women as owners, managers and

employees in the local construction industry. We want to expand the capacity of our

small businesses to undertake contracts of increasing size. But we can only do this if

there is work available to be bid and secured here, in New York City. In this declining

economy, New York City simply can't afford to let these kind of opportunities slip out of

town to a much more affluent area of the State where these jobs and contracts are less

critically needed.

Let's invest in the future of the Bronx, our communities, and our City. This

proposal deserves the Assembly's enthusiastic support and we urge you to give it every

possible consideration. I want to thank you Assemblyman Stringer and your colleagues

for organizing this important public hearing and giving my organization the opportunity

to present our views.
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JMA CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.~
General Contractors

Heavy Construction • Asphalt and Concrete Paving
July 9,2003

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State ofNew York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT

RE: Assembly Bill #8069c I Senate Bill # 4791c
Proposed location ofCroton Filter Plant in the Bronx

Dear Governor Pataki:

I write to urge you to sign Assembly Bill #8069c/Senate Bill 4791c into law. This
legislation would approve the location ofthe Croton filtration plant under the Mosholu
GolfCourse in Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx.

Those ofus who work in the Bronx believe that a construction project ofthis magnitude
would not only help to revive the borough but would provide contract opportunities and
many jobs to the Bronx in this time ofeconomic hardship~ The $243 million that has
been promised to build and rehabilitate Bronx parks in exchange for approval ofthis
project will benefit neighborhood residents. Thus having a long lasting positive effect on
the Bronx.

The filtration plant is critical to protect the health and well being ofthe millions ofpeople
who drink Croton water.

We are a New York State certified minority owned and controlled construction company.
We are 100% union company that bas work experience on other water pollution facilities
including the North River Water Pollution Control Plant on the Hudson River in
Manhattan.

Our company joins our colleagues in New York's business community in support ofthis
critical project.

,s~ereIYUv0J4f~
oseph M. Argrette

President/CEO

213-08 99th Avenue· Queens Village, NY 11429
Tel: (718) 264-2688 • Fax: (718) 264-2183

e-mail address: jmargrette @ ao'

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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NEW YORK CITY

CENTRAL LABOR COUNCIL
AFL·CIO

31 West 151h Street, New York, NY 10011 • Tel: (212) 604-9552 • Fax: (212) 604-9550 • E-mail: nycaflcio@aol.com • www.nycclc.org

Dear Governor Pataki:

July 14, 2003

Again, Mr. Governor, we urge you to sign the legislation into law.

This new filtration plant is critical in protecting the health and well being of the millions
of our citizens who drink Croton Reservoir water.

I I
Sincer~, "If

/.';Zi ~ ,
yJ': ~~bsen

Secretary of the Council

Governor George E. Pataki
The State Capitol
The Executive Chamber
Albany, NY 12224

Mr. Governor, we urge you to sign Assembly Bill # B069C, so that work on the project
can commence as soon as possible.

The New York City Central Labor Council, Council President Brian McLaughlin,
Treasurer Ida Torres, our Executive Board Vice Presidents and our more than 1.5
million members represented by nearly 400 affiliated local unions reaffirmed its
commitment to build the much needed Croton water filtration plant under the Mosholu
driving range in Van Cortlandt Park back in May of this year. It is our understanding
that original objections by various groups were addressed in the newly passed
legislation.

We would appreciate hearing your views.

THJ:fd
IBT815

We all know that a project of this magnitude will not only help the trades and expand
job opportunities, but it most definitely will also help to revitalize The Bronx and our
city's economic base. In addition, the $243 million promised to build and rehabilitate
Bronx parks in exchange for approval of the project will also benefit neighborhood
residents for many years to come.

President
BRIAN M. McLAUGHLIN
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AFT Local 2
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NO. 6936 p, 1GENERAL CONTRACTORS

THE GENERAL CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK, INC.
60 East .211C1 Stre.t. New York. NY 101.5. Tel: (212) 117-3131 • Fax: (212) IOU287. em.n: GCAMa!I4I!gQLlIC!"Y,net

July 17, 2003
Hon, George E. Pataki
Governor
State ofNew York
Albany, NY

In support of A,8069-C/S.4791·C

Dear Governor Pataki:

We are writing on behalfofour organizations and our members to urge you to sign this
legislation, which would authorize New York City to construct a water treatment faci~ity

underneath the Mosholu GolfCourse in Van COrtlandt Park. It is our understanding this
legislation was delivered to your office on July 10,2003. Although each ofthe signatories to
this letter has written to you individually, we are writing to you again collectively, and with a
greater sense ofurgency, now that the legislation is on your desk for consideration.

Prominent enviromnental groups have'agreed with the City, the State ofNew York. and
the United States Environmental Protection Agency, that the Croton supply should be filtered as
soon as possible. Filtration will solve the Croton system's chronic odor, taste and color
problems. More importantly, filtration will eliminate the long-term public heaJth concerns
caused by disinfectant byproducts, Croton consumers live in some ofthe poorest afCas ofthe
Bronx and Manhattan, They have a right to a potable water supply that is not afflicted with
either aesthetic or public health concerns.

We recognize that this legislation does not explicitly provide a role for the Governor in
the Memorandum ofUnderstanding ("MOU"). However, Mayor Bloomberg has committed in
writing to ensuring your participation and input in the public process created in the MOU to
identify $200 million )Vorth ofparks and recreation projects in the Bronx, Furthermore, it is
clear that the Legislature will not entertain further amendments to this bill at this time.

Your approval ofthis legislation in its CUlTCnt form is necessaxy, or the City will end all
further consideration of the Mosbolu site. If the Mosholu site is removed from further
consideration the remaining two choices are the Harlem River site in the Bronx, and the
Eastview site in Westchester County. If the Mosholu site is not available, the City has clearly
stated that it will build the Croton treatment facility at the Eastview site in Westchester County.
For a variety of reasons, including security, site ownership, constnlctabiJity, permitting and
community impacts, the City believes the Eastview site is preferable, ifMosholu is unavailable.

Your approval of this legislation will notJ by itself, ensure that the Croton water treatment
plant will be built at the Mosholu Golf Course. That decision will not come until the completion
of the MOU and the Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement, Your approval ofthis
legislation will only ensure that the MoshoJu site remains a viable option.
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However, your veto ofthis legislation will, in effect, assure that the treatment plant will
not be built at Mosholu. Given the siting options, vetoing this legislation means that the City
will seek to build its Croton treatment facility at Eastview. Not only will building at the
Eastview site cost the City $500 million mOre than building at Mosholu. it will also cost New
York City workers thousands ofjobs. Forcing this consnuction project into Westchester County
would be a devastating blow to our organizations and their members.

Building the Croton treatment plant in Eastview would also be a devastating blow to the
residents of the Bronx, who would lose the benefits ofth~ $200 million worth ofparldand
funding that the City would make available pursuant to the MOU. In addition, when the City
Council flI'St approved this site in 1999, the City promised $43 miJljon worth of improvements in
and around Van Cortlandt Park if the plant were constIUC~ed at the Mosbolu site. Your veto of
this legislation means that $243 million worth ofparks and recreational projects in the Bronx
will never get built.

In 1999, the New York City Council app~ved DEP's application to site the plant at the
Mosholu Golf Course. In 2003, the City Council approved a Home Rule Message, affirming its
support for the Mosholu site. Ifyou veto this legislation, you will also be removing from further
consideration a site that has twice been endorsed by local elected officials, customarily accorded
some discretion over local siting decisions.

We believe vetoing this legislation is contrarY to your interest in promoting
environmental compliance and in improving open space and parkJands. A veto would also be
contrary to the interests ofour members, contrary to the interests ofBronx residents, and
contrary to the interests of the City as a whole. We respectfully urge you to approve this
legislation.

~j/l0!tW
EdwardJ.Malloy I
President
Building & Construction
Trades Council of Greater NY

(~c~
t.ouis J. Coletti ,
President and CEO
Building Trades
Employers Association

~@ jjJh /
<" Il,. . . "e:' ~ !flH.V>. p:\'
---¥'~~tc~ DenisM.Hughes (:Ie!

President President
NY Building Congress NYS AFL-CIO
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OF
STEAM, HOT WATER, HYDRAULIC, SPRINKLER, PNEUMATIC TUBE,COMPRESSED AIR, ICE MACHINE, AIR CONDITIONING

AND GENERAL PIPE FITTERS OF NEW YORK AND LONG ISLAND, A.F.L.-C.I.O.

STEAM'I"IRS LOCAL UNION .~.·o. THE UNITED ASSOCIATION

~3lS7

President

July 1,2003

Hon. George Pataki
Governor of the State ofNew York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

I am writing to urge you to sign the Croton Bill, A8069-C, S4791-C.

Phones: Office (718) 392·3420
Finances: (718) 392-4074
FAX: (718) 784·7285

This filtration plant should be built under the Mosholu driving range in Van
Cortlandt Park. Opposition to this project is all about people being temporarily
inconvenienced. Please sign the bill.

J.TOIi"~
ident

JJT:js
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Gloria Galea/NYEC

07/07/200312:35 PM
To Legislative Secretary/NYEC@NYEC

cc

bcc

Subject 1312012 - Executive Chamber

*** Please Do Not Reply to this e-mail Message.***

*** Any questions regarding this correspondence should be directed to the staff
person listed below as the 'Please Respond To' contact. *,t*

Charles Azzaretti
62 Enoch Crosby Rd.
Brewster, NY 10509
azzaretti@rcn.com
County Putnam
Addressed to: Governor

Issue 1

Correspondence Number 1312012
Date Of Correspondence 07/07/2003
Date Received 07/07/2003
Date Entered 07/07/2003
Referred To Legislative Secretary
Date Referred

Routing History

07/07/2003 12:34 PM (Routed By --> Gloria Galea) (Routed Via Internal Email to --> Legislative
Secretary)

Dear Governor Pataki:

I am very concerned regarding the proprosal to alienate 40 acres of
land in Van Courtland Park to provide a huge water filtration
facility. I believe this is a mistake for the people of New York
State for two reasons:

1. The parklands in New York State are spaces of peace and
beauty, and provide a respite from the pressures life. The social
life of the average citizen is enhanced by the sports, picnicking
and general camaraderie that is natural in these sylvan areas. This
is especially true in crowded urban areas such as the Bronx and more
acutely felt by people of limited means. To "alienate" a large
section of Van Courtland Park for an industrial type filtration
plant will have a significant negative impact on public life in the!
Bronx and by extension New York State. This would also establish an
insidious precedent whereby the parklands we cherish and in truth
borrow from our children are seen instead as expendable resources to
be whittled down and bargained away.
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2.Whatever its location the need for this filtration plant is
NOT certain. The Croton Watershed is under pressure due to rampant
development in recent years. The Watershed Agreement between upstate
communities and New York City is a huge step in the right direction.
The sensible, conservative, frugal path to follow is to protect the
watershed and render a multibillion dollar filtration plant a moot
point. Why let something as precious as water become polluted in the
first place when we know it will have to be cleansed in an expensive
and socially disruptive manner. We can vigorously enforce the
existing laws regarding protection of wetlands and buffer zones that
drain into the watershed. Just as importantly the funds to acquire
land in the Croton Watershed to limit development should be greatly
increased - along the lines of reservoir systems further upstate. If
we follow such a path we will save money, we will save the land from
overdevelopment, and we will enhance the lives of the people of New
York State.

Please Governor Pataki the right thing to do for the people of New
York State is to veto bills A,8069 and S.4791.

Sincerely.

Charles Azzaretti
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July 2,2003

Honorable George Pataki
Governor ofthe State ofNew York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

In support of: A 8069-C/S 4791-C

Dear Governor Pataki:

I am writing on behalfofthe Mechanical Contractors Association ofNew York to
urge your approval ofA 8069C/S 4791C, which allows the New York City
Department ofEnvironmental Protection (DEP) to build the Croton Water
Filtration Plant under the Mosholu driving range in the Bronx. The City's
business community, labor unions and Bronx legislators support this project.

The mechanical contracting industry in New York is comprised ofover 300
companies and employs over 3,000 members of Steamfitters' Local Union 638.
A Croton plant built in the Bronx would mean many jobs for New York City
workers in construction and related areas.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Your signature on these bills will
help New York City prosper.

Sincerely,

l/~;; .
Raymo aHopkms
Executive Vice President

44 West 28th Street· New York, New York 10001 • Telephone: 2124811490 • Fax: 212683 6449 • E-maR: nvmcaCa>llol r.om



Gloria Galea/NYEC

07/11/2003 11:13 AM

C 11S

To Legislative Secretary/NYEC@NYEC

cc

bcc

Subject 1312680 - Executive Chamber

*** Please Do Not Reply to this e-mail Message.***
*** Any questions regarding this correspondence should be directed to the staff

person listed below as the 'Please Respond To' contact. ***

Sue Dunham
5 Oakland Lane
East Quogue, NY 11942
slk1998@yahoo.com
County Suffolk
Addressed to: Governor

Issue 1

Correspondence Number 1312680
Date Of Correspondence 07/11/2003
Date Received 07/11/2003
Date Entered 07/11/2003
Referred To Legislative Secretary
Date Referred

Routing History

07/11/2003 11:12 AM (Routed By --> Gloria Galea) (Routed Via Internal Email to --> Legislative
Secretary)

Hi Governor Pataki,

I know you have reservations about Bill A8069c/S4791 , the one that
threatens to alienate 43 acres of Van Cortlandt Park in the
Bronx, so that an unneeded chemical filtration plant can be built.

Please VETO this bill and take a stand for the environment!
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The Steel Institute of New York
The Ornamental Metal Institute of New York

211 East 43 street
New York City, N.Y. 10017

2126975553,4 * 1228180976 (fax)

July 1, 2003

The Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The Capital
Albany, N.Y. 12224

RE: Assembly Bill # 8069c/Senate Bil/# 4791c
Siting of the Proposed Croton Filtration Plant

Dear Governor Pataki:

The Steel and Ornamental Metal Institutes of New York are organizations consisting of
approximately 500 contractors engaged in the erection of structural steel, architectural,
omamental and miscellaneous metal products used in both heavy and building
construction projects located in the five boroughs lof New York City as well as Nassau,
Suffolk and Westchester Counties.

Legislation is pending before you to allow the City of New York to temporarily utilize land
in Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx for construction of the Croton Water Filtration Plant
under the Mosholu driving range. We are writing on behalf of our members to ask your
approval of this important project.

Our City needs clean drinking water! The quality of the water from the Croton
reservoirs is endangered because the population has grown in that area of the State. At
times, Croton water contains high levels of disinfection by-products and insect larvae.
Because the system is not yet filtered, there is an increased risk of contamination from
disease causing organisms.

There is precedent for locating infrastructure projects under City parks. For
instance, the City water tunnel # 3 valve chambers are under Central Park. Holding
tanks built under Silver Lake Park in Staten Island store drinking water for the borough.

After studying locations in the Bronx and Westchester, the NYC Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) concluded that building at the Mosholu site would best
protect our drinking water from pollution at the least cost and with potentially huge
benefits to the City. Mosholu is the best location for this project in terms of price, safety,
and ease of engineering. If you sign off on this legislation, the City will commit $243
million for improvements to Bronx parks. This would be a huge boost for the borough
and all New York City residents.
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1430 BROADWAY, 8TH FLOOR

NEW YORK, NY 10018

TEL: 212 704 9745

FAX: 212 704 4367

WEB: WWW.BTEANY.COM

BUILDING TRADES EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION

Louis]. Coletti
President and CEO

July 2, 2003

Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor
State ofNew York
The Capitol
Albany, New York 12224

RE: Assembly Bill # 8069clSenate Bill # 479Jc

Dear Governor Pataki:

I am writing to you on behalfof the 1,500 general contractors, subcontractors and specialty contractors
that comprise the Building Trades Employers' Association to urge you to support the legjslation that
would allow the City ofNew York to temporarily utilize the land under the Mosholu driving range in Van
Cortlandt Park in the Bronx for construction of the Croton V{ater Filtration Plant. The New York Times,
the New York Post, Crain's New York and the New York ObsenJer have all endorsed this siting proposal.
They realize that this project is a win-win situation. It means clean water for the residents ofManhattan,
the Bronx and Westchester County as well as jobs, economic development and new parks in the Bronx.

This is a very important project for all of us in New York's construction industry. That is why other
organizations such as the Real Estate Board rifNew York, the PartnershipfOr New York City, the NetV York
Building Congress, and the Regional Alliance rifSmall Contractors have all gone on record in favor ofbuilding
at Mosholu. Organized Labor also supports this sitting proposal- including the Central Labor Counczl,
Local 11991SEIU, the United Federation ofTeachers, the New York City Building & Construction Trades
Council, the New York State AFL-CIO, the Operating Engineers, the District Council ofCarpenters, the District
Council ofIronworkers, the Mason Tenders, the Teamsters, Plumbers, and LocalS Electrical Workers.

Several conservation groups recently stated that filtration is necessary to protect the health of the people
who drink Croton Water. Croton Water contains high levels ofdisinfection by-products and insect larvae.
Because the system is not yet filtered, there is an increase risk ofcontamination from disease causing
organisms.

The Mosholu driving range is the best location for this project in terms ofprice, safety, and ease of
engineering. The bills that passed the legislature also commit $243 million for park projects in the Bronx,
including restoration and improvements in Van Cortlandt Park. This is a good deal for the Bronx and for
all residents ofNew York.
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Your support of this legislation will add to your legacy ofenvironmental conservation. We hope you will
support this project & we look forward to hearing your views on this issue.

Sincerely,

~-~,J.~
Louis J. Coletti
President & CEO

UC:cvm
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131-36A20thAvenue,CollegePoint,NY11356 • Tel:(718)460-5615 • Fax:(718)460-6324

07/07/03
Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

In Support of: Assembly #8069C/Senate#4791C
Dear Governor Pataki:

I am writing to urge your approval ofthe New York City Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) proposal to build the Croton Water Filtration Plant
under the Mosholu driving range in the Bronx.

The New York State Department of Health, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency and three of the state's leading environmental organizations all agree that
filtration is necessary to protect our drinking water from contamination.

We know your commitment to the environment is strong. By signing this bill into
law, you have an opportunity to reaffirm that commitment and give the Bronx clean

water, jobs, and quality green space.
After studying locations in Westchester and the Bronx, the NYC Department of

Environmental Protection (DEP) again concluded, as it did in 1999, that building at the
Mosholu site would best safeguard our drinking water at the least cost and with
substantial benefits to the City.

The City must have your approval to build at this location. The proposal that is
now before you is for a smaller filtration plant than the one proposed in 1999, with fewer
construction impacts and a substantial mitigation package., including $243 million in
Bronx parks projects. There will be a full environmental study of this siting before it
moves forward with construction..

The city must meet a court deadline for legislative approval to build at the
Mosholu site. Otherwise, the project will go to a location in Westchester County, costing
the City $500 million more to construct and costing New York City workers thousands of
jobs and costing Bronx residents the best opportunity in many generations to add parks
and open space to the borough.

This is also a very important project for all ofus in New York's construction
industry. The New York Times, the New York Post and Crain's New York Business have
all asked you to approve this site. I urge you to join us in support.

MAIN OFFICE: 600 Memorial Drive, Cambridge, MA 02139 • Tel: (617) 864-6300 Fax: (617) 864-8766 www.modemcontinental.com

An Equal Opportunity Employer

000142



,/

( (7)

DoD
o Yonkers Contracting Company, Inc.

BUilding Quality for Over 50 Years

VIA UPS NEXT DAY AIR

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Re: A8069c/S4791c
Croton Filter Plant in the Bronx

Dear Governor Pataki:

969 Midland Avenue Yonkers, NY 10704 Te/914.965.1500 Fax 914.378.8841

July 7, 200.3

I write in support of the City of New York's request to build the proposed Croton
Water Treatment Plant in the Mosholu Golf Course in Van Cortlandt Park in the
Bronx.

Those of us who do work in the Bronx believe that construction projects like this
one will help revive the borough. We need the jobs and contract opportunities from
these projects now more than ever in this time of economic hardship. The $243
million that has been promised to build and rehabilitate Bronx parks in exchange
for approval of this project will benefit neighborhood residents for many years to
come.

The filtration plant is critical to protect the health and well being of the millions of
people who drink Croton water.

Our company joins our colleagues in New York's business community in support of
this critical project.

Very truly yours,

cc: Via Facsimile to:
John Cahill, See'y. to Gov. - # 518-474-1513
Richard Platkin, Counsel to the Gov. - # 518474-8099
James Walsh, Asst. Counsel to the Gov. - 518-474-8099
.Jeff Elmer, GCA - # 212-808-5267
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VIA Facsimile (518) 48&-9749 and US Mail
The Honorable George Falaki, Governor
The State ofNew York
The Executive Cbam.ber
Albany, New York 12224
Re: Van Cortlandt Park Alienation

"

~;H"IlI.

RtlSC:\'lr.,I:.IIMtlWN.,IR.. rH.I',

Dear Governor PataJd:

In my capacity as the Chairman of the Friends orVan Corthwdt Park, l am writing to
~ge you to veto the C version of A8069 and 84791 passed on June 207 2003by the
Legislature. This bill authori~es the city ofNew York to use parkland. in Van Cortlandt
Park for the building ofa Water filtration plant.

The Friends of Van Cortlandt Park (FVCP) is decade old an organization dedicated to the
promotion, preservation and protection ofVan Cortlandt Park. Our organization is
comprised ofvolunteers, paid members, park u.ser groups and students.

The disturbance of this parkland is oot during a brief time period. The construction for
the proposed plant could take over ten years to complete. This will eliminate the use of
the park for local resid.ents~ especially cbildren, for their entire childhood. The park will
lose over 250 old growth trees and several acres of park wetland will be infringed upon
during the construction.

The proposed filtration plant in this park will also set a precedent for the taking of
parkland for throughout the New York City. Van Cortlandt Park has received promises
from city agencies in the past regvding temporary use of the park. After projects were
completed the city never held true to its commitment. We are afraid tha.t this will once
again be the case with this projeGt.

We respectfully request take a leadership in protecting New York City parkland and its
natural environment for future generations by denying the City the chance to move
forward on this ptojec:t in Van Cortlandt Parle..

Sincerely,

~tQ~,~r~o,-
Chainnan

Cc:: Jennifer Luxnpt, Director of Legislative Affairs
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GIFFORD MILLER

SPEAKER

The Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The Executive Chamber, Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

THE COUNCIL
OF

THE CITY OF NEW YORK
CITY HALL

NEW YORK, NY 10007

July 9,2003

TELEPHONE

2 I 2-788-72 10

I am writing to urge you to support S.4791-C and A.8069-C, which would authorize
the City of New York to alienate parcels of land in Van Cortlandt Park for the purpose of
building the federally mandated water filtration plant for the Croton water supply.

Over the course of the past few months, the New York City Council conducted three
extensive public hearings on the issue of building a water filtration plant for the Croton water
supply at the Van Cortlandt site. During that time, the Council heard testimony from over 60
witnesses and thoroughly examined the proposed state legislation authorizing alienation, as well
as the city's proposal to build the plant on the Van Cortlandt site. During the public hearings, it
became clear that many environmental and parks advocates felt that a Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) should be conducted before building the plant at the
Van Cortlandt site. Therefore, before it would pass a home rule message, the Council insisted
that the state legislation require a SEIS, and the state legislation was amended accordingly. On
June 12, 2003, the New York City Council, by an overwhelming majority, passed a home rule
message authorizing the state to pass S.4791-C and A.8069-C.

As you know, pursuant to a Federal Consent Decree, New York City is required to
build a water filtration plant for the Croton watershed. Because the city has not met a number of
deadlines set forth in the Consent Decree-such as identifying a preferred site by April 30, 2003
and obtaining legislative authorization to use the Van Cortlandt site by April 15, 2003-the city
is incurring fines of approximately $7,500 per day. The failure to sign the above-referenced
legislation will result in continued violation of the Consent Decree and the imposition of
additional fines.

In addition to satisfying the deadlines pursuant to the Federal Consent Decree, the
alienation legislation is an essential step in ensuring that New York City residents are provided
with safe drinking water that meets all United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
drinking water standards. While Croton water has historically met all existing health-based
water quality regulations, on June 25, 2003, the EPA announced that the Croton system had
violated a national health standard for drinking water. The city and state must ensure that the
Croton water system, which provides water to largely low-income communities of color, is as
safe as the city's other water sources.

(Continued)
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Pataki. The Honorable George E.
Page 2

The benefits to Bronx parks resulting from the city's proposal to build the plant at the
Van Cortlandt site are impressive. In exchange for use of the Van Cortlandt site for the water
filtration plant, the city has committed $243 million dollars for the acquisition and improvement
of parks in the Bronx. These funds represent the largest capital grant for parks use ever
contemplated in the Borough of the Bronx. The state legislation requires that these funds be
allocated pursuant to a Memorandum of Understanding that would ensure continued public input
with respect to such funding allocation.

Finally, the construction of the filtration plant at the Mosholu site will assure that the
Bronx receives the maximum possible economic benefit from the Croton filtration project. The
DEP predicts that approximately 650 workers will be ,employed at the construction site during
peak construction periods, and that the economic ripple effect of such activity is expected to
generate over 3,000 jobs in the Bronx.

Given the importance of clean drinking water for all New York City residents; the
provisions in the legislation that would safeguard residents against an environmentally unsound
project, such as the required SEIS; the mandates of the Federal Consent Decree; the commitment
of $243 million dollars for Bronx parks; and the economic benefits generated by building the
plant at the Van Cortlandt site, I respectfully urge you to sign S.4791-C and A.8069-C into law.

Thank you for supporting this important piece of legislation.

/~_...

AGM/gs
#2268
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Jane E.S. Sokolow
Two Spaulding Lane

Riverdale, New York 10471

(718) 548-8090
FAX: (718) 884-1226
jessoko}@Webspan.net

July 10,2003

VIA Facsimile (518) 486-9749 & U.S Postal Service
The Honorable George Pataki, Governor
The state of New York
The Executive Chamber
Albany, New York 12224

RE: Croton Filtration Legislation

Dear Governor Pataki:

I urge you to veto A8069 and 54791, legislation that would give the City
permission to alienate a large section of parkland in Van Cortlandt Park. The
proposed legislation is premature and may be unconstitutional.

The New York City Department of Environmental Protection {DEP} is
seeking legislation that would allow DE? to construct the Croton filtration plant at
a site in Van Cortlandt Park. During the construction period and perhaps
beyond, approximately 42 - 50 acres of the park would be an active
construction site and off-limits to the public.

The legislation is premature because it pre-approves construction of a
huge industrial facility in our park, before the City conducts the open site
selection process that is supposed to be provided by the state Environmental
Quality Review Act (SEQRA). Based on the City's undocumented assertion that
the park is the least-expensive site, the bills also attempt to bypass public
protections that should be provided through NYC's zoning laws.

Parkland in New York City is a scarce commodity. Our parks are precious
for all of us dnd must be protected for future generations. Parkland should not be
alienated except under very exceptional circumstances, only as a last resort,
and then only after full public review of the need for the alienation.

The legislation requires that the City complete a supplemental EIS. but this
work should be completed before the state considers alienation, not after the
fact. The City completed an EIS in 1999 on a materially different project proposal,
but has been unwilling to complete a supplemental EIS on the Van Cortlandt

G-co
Cc ~ I1t t'I[u.. :;,fI-, Wi/I1lJ..v
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Governor Pataki
July 10,2001

Page 2

site. and unwilling to compare the site with others as required by SEQRA
procedures. In addition, the City has refused to pass the new design of the
filtration plant and the proposed alienation of parkland through the City Uniform
Land Use Review Process IULURP). We urge you not to sign legislation that would
alienate the parkland unless the siting decision is the result of a full EJS under
SEQRA and unless the City allows for full community participation by passing the
new proposal through ULURP.

The DEP has talked of plans (the public has not seen the plans) intended
to minimize and mitigate any adverse impacts stemming from construction of this
filtration facility in the Park. DEP verbally states that the Park would be returned to
its current use, topography and configuration, with full access to the acreage on
top of the facility once construction is complete. Eoch of these reassurances is in
conflict with DEP's past practices. and with contemporary security concerns. We
fear that new guidelines for the Office for Homeland Security, for example, might
cause the City to restrict access to that part of the Park following construction.

In addition, as written the Memorandum of Understanding provision in the
legislation raises constitutionality questions by giving executive powers to the
legislature.

I strongly urge you not to approve the request for alienation now because
parkland is too important to all New Yorkers, and especially to congested
neighborhoods within New York City. The issues of alienation, due process, and
separation of powers should each be carefully considered. I urge you to make it
clear that alienation cannot be considered unless the siting decision is the
producLoLa complete SEQRA process and is passed through ULURP. A full
security evaluation of all three alternatives should be required. If for any reason
alienation legislation must be approved, it should be omended to resolve the
constitutional question, require the City to complete ULURP. and to make legally
enforceable the guarantees that the mitigation funds will be invested in the
community that is impacted by the construction.

Sincerely,

-do .... \-.~.~.~~
Jane E.S. Sokolow

nno148
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IIRUI/co. INC.
CONTRACTOR-S-l/l--E-N-G-IN-EE-R-S--------------

July 7,2003

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The Capital
Albany, New York 12224

Re: In Support of: A 8069-C/S 4791-C
Croton Filter Plant in the Bronx

Dear Governor Pataki:

en:z Piaza

Holmdel. .IVew .Jersey 07733

--_._--_. _.. - .. -~._.,._---

FAX. ,732; 9.!ij 7592

I am writing in support of the building of the Croton Water Treatment Plant in Van
Cortlandt Park in the Bronx.

The mandated filtration plant is critical to the health and well being of the millions
of people who drink Croton water and the Bronx location is the logical and most
efficient place to construct it.

As a company that has done work in the Bronx we believe that construction
projects like this one will help the borough. The $243 million that has been
promised to build and rehabilitate Bronx parks in exchange for approval of this
project will benefit neighborhood residents far into the future.

Our company joins our colleagues in New York's business community in support
of this critical project.

Very truly yours,
E.E. Cruz & Company, Inc.

(\.tl cvJ\s-- .
~d-w:rd Cruz, P.E.
President

"Equal Opportunity Employer"'



MORETRENCH AMERICAN CORPORATION
467 Central Park Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10704
(914) 423-1331

MORETRENCH
....sinee 1931

July 8,2003

Honorable George Pataki
Governor/State of New York
The Executive Chamber
Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

I am writing to ask that you sign Assembly Bill #8069c/Senate Bill #4791 c into law. This legislation
approves the siting of the Croton filtration plant in the Bronx.

The quality of the water from the Croton reservoirs is endangered because of development pressures.
At times, Croton water contains high levels of disinfection by-products and insect larvae. Because the
system is not yet filtered, there is an increased risk of contamination from disease causing organisms.
Over 30 percent of the Bronx relies exclusively on Croton water as do residents of much of
Manhattan. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has gotten a court order forcing the City to
filter water from the Croton reservoirs. Environmental officials say the water must be treated to
ensure the health and safety of the millions of New Yorkers who drink Croton water.

After studying locations in the Bronx and Westchester, the NYC Department of Environmental
Protections (DEP) concluded that building at the Mosholu site would best protect our drinking water
from pollution at the least cost and with potentially huge benefits to -the City. The Mosholu Golf
Course is the best location for this project in terms of prices, safety, and ease of engineering.
Furthermore, the City has pledged $243 million for improvements to Van Cortlandt Park and other
parks in the Bronx. This would be a huge prize for the borough and all New York City residents.

It is important to New York City's construction industry that this project is located in the Bronx. By
building in the Bronx, the economic investment and employment opportunities benefit the borough and
the City as a whole. It will cost the City $500 million more to construct in Westchester and cost New
York City construction workers thousands of jobs.

I ask that you sign this bill into law.

Sincerely,
MORETRENCH AMERICAN CORPORATION

~m.1!It~ 1Uz.
Michael M. McHugh
Vice President
MMcH:sk

MORETRENCH SERVICES.•.•.

• BORED PILES & SHAFTS • CUTOFF/CONTAINMENT WALLS • DEWATERING
• GROUND FREEZING • GROUNDWATER REMEDIAnON • INDUSTRIAL INFRASTRUCTURE

• LANDFILL GASILEACHATE SYSTEMS • SOIL MODIFICAnON/SOIL STABILIZAnON

0001.50



KENNETH]. DELANEY CONTRACTING CORR
General Contractor

125~08 26th Avenue
Flushingt New York 11354

Tel. (718) 359~300
Fax. (718) 886~1519

Hon. George Pataki
Governor/State of New York
The Executive Chamber
Capital
Albany. NY 12224

RE: Assembly Bill # 8069c1Senate 8iJJ # 4791c

I am writing to request your approval of the above referenced legislation
regarding the siting of the Croton filtration plant. .

By a margin of 44 to 4. the New York City Counci18pproved a "home rule­
message this month asking the State legislature to approw the construction of
the $1.2 bUnon Croton filter plant under the Mosholu driving range in Van
Cortlandt Park in the Bronx. On June 20,~New York State Senate and
Assembly passed the legislation needed to allow the City of NewYOlk to bUild
Croton at this Bronx rocation. The blR includes an addltionaJ $243 mUllan of Bronx
parks improvements as part of a community benefits package.

As you know, the City needs permission from the State legislature to bUild
at this location. You may have receiyed correspondence from representatives of
a few advocacy groups requesting-that you join them in opposing this project. It is
very important that you understand that when the City Coundt approved an
earlier and much larger version of this project at the same location. they did have
the benefit of a comprehensive EIS that disclosed in greatdetail the impacts of
the project and the mitigation measures available to minimiZe those impacts. In
view of these Impacts. the Council oonditioned approval of this project on a $43
miflion fist of programs that would benefit Van COrUandtPark and the surrounding
neighborhoods. The proposal that Is now before you Is fOr a smaller filtration
plant with fewer construction impacts and a much larger mitigation package t

Induding $243 mlrlOn In Bronx parks projects. Furthermore, DEP has now
agreed to develop a Supplemental EIS for the Mosholu site. in response to the
concerns raised by the advocates and one memberof the Bronx State Assembly.

Many projects have been successfully constructed under City parks
before. Subways have been constructed under Central Park. City water tunnel #
3 btlilt its valve chambers under Central Park. Staten Island's drinking water is
stored in holding tanks built under Silver Lake Park.

The city must meet a court deadline for legislative approval to build at the
MOSholu site. Otherwise. the project will go to a location in Westchester County.
~ting the City $500 miUlon more to construct and costing New York City
workers thousandS of jobs.

This legislation is now before you. We urge you to sign it into law.

:.....r!:t
~~;I.



ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCATES OF NEW YORK
NEW YORK PUBLIC INTEREST RESEARCH GROUP

RIVERKEEPER

July 8, 2003

VIA Facsimile (518) 486-9749 & Federal Express
The Honorable George Pataki, Governor
The State ofNew York
The Executive Chamber
Albany, New York 12224

RE: Croton Filtration Legislation

Dear Governor Pataki:

We urge you to veto the alienation ofparkland legislation (A.8069/S.4791), which
ultimately would result in a $1.3 billion dollar water filtration plant being built in Van
Cortlandt Park in the Bronx. Knowing your dedication to water quality and open space
issues, we expect that you share our concern for the deficiencies in the proposed action.

In a July 1, 2003 letter to you, we outlined several of the deficiencies in the
legislation. First, the legislation fails to provide sufficient safeguards to ensure that any
funds given in exchange for the parkland will be spent on protecting the communities
most affected by the industrial plant. There is no specific level of funding required,
despite assurances by New York City of more than $200 million. Moreover, the
legislation does not set priorities, such as restoring trees and other natural features, for the
use of the funds. Second, the Memorandum ofUnderstanding provision in the legislation
raises constitutionality questions by giving executive powers to the legislature. Third, the
legislation only requires that New York City give 44due consideration" to converting
Jerome Park Reservoir to parkland. In its 1999 FEIS, the City states that if the Croton
Filtration Plant were located in Van Cortlandt Park, '4Jerome Park Reservoir, once the
filtration facilities are in operation, would no longer be used to store treated drinking
water." As such, the legislation should require conversion of another source ofparkland
for Bronx residents.

In addition to those deficiencies, we believe that there are further compelling
reasons for you to veto the legislation. For example~l the legislation should include a
long-term commitment to Croton watershed protection. Also, while we support the
requirement for a supplemental environmental impact statement (SEIS) that will consider
alternative sites for the proposed action, the SEIS should have been completed prior to
the legislation. Furthermore, we suspect that New York City will not conduct a proper



study ofalternatives to the proposed action itself, as required in any EIS. I An analysis of
alternatives is a cornerstone of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA).
SEQRA and its implementing regulations require an EIS to include a discussion of
reasonable alternatives to the proposed action.2 The range ofalternatives include, among
others, sites, technology, scale or magnitude, and types ofaction.3 The City's EIS must
consider all reasonable alternatives that are "feasible, considering the objectives and
capabilities ofthe project sponsor.,,4 DEP's objective is to protect its drinking water
supply in order to provide clean drinking water to New Yorkers. Based on this objective
and DEP's vast capabilities, a proper alternatives analysis would include filtration
avoidance and alternative technologies.5 Such an analysis would fulfill the objectives of
the Safe Drinking Water Act, the statute under which this action is being pursued. In the
Massachusetts Water Resources Authority case, the: First Circuit Court of Appeals stated
that "the manifest purpose of the SDWA is safe drinking water, not filtration.,,6

Given these deficiencies and lack of safeguards we urge you to veto the
legislation. Because we have long supported a dual-track approach for the Croton
watershed, we hope that we can count on you to support a dual-track approach whereby
the decision-making process includes an ongoing examination ofalternative treatment
technologies coupled with a long-tenn commitment to watershed protection. Thank you
for your continuing leadership on water quality issues.

Signed by:

Alex Matthiessen, Hudson Riverkeeper & Executive Director, Riverkeeper, Inc.
Chris Meyer, Executive Director, New York Public Interest Research Group
Val Washington, Executive Director, Environmental Advocates of New York

I The City's Draft EIS for the Croton Treatment Plant examines primarily engineering alternatives at the
proposed plant and in the system, but provides only a cursory review ofnon-filtration options. NEW YORK
CITY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, CROTON WATER TREATMENT PLANT DRAFT EIS

(Apr. 2003). In addition, the Croton consent decree contains a 'Modifications' provision, under which the
agreement may be modified (with all parties' consent and subject to court approval) "based on, among
other factors, science, technology, or public health." Croton Consent Decree at' XXI. Moreover, pursuant
to the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), EPA has the authority to approve alternative treatment
technologies. See 40 C.F.R. §141.73(d).
2 See 6 NYCRR §617.9(b)(I). An EIS that lacks a proper alternatives analysis renders impossible the task
of finding that the selected action minimizes or avoids adverse environmental impacts.
3 See id
46 NYCRR §617.9(b)(5)(v).

5 According to DEP reports, "[t]iltration ofwater from the Croton System is not necessary under today's
standards or those anticipated in the near future." Because Croton water meets all state and federal
standards and the Croton Consent Decree has a modification clause, SEQRA requires DEP to analyze
~ltration alternatives and filtration avoidance as an alternative to constructing a filtration plant.

United States v. Massachusetts Water Resources Authority, 256 F.3d 36,57 (1 sf Cir. 2001).

000.153



July 7,2003

To: Governor George Pataki

From: Juan A. Gutierrez

Re: A8068c/S4791 c
Croton Filter Plant in the Bronx

I write in support of the City ofNew York's request to build the proposed
Croton Water Treatment Plant under the Mosholu Golf Course in Van
Cortlandt Park in the Bronx.

Those ofus who do work in the Bronx believe that construction projects like
this one will help revive the borough. We need the jobs and contract
opportunities from these projects now more than ever in this time of
economic hardship. The $243 million that has been promised to build and
rehabilitate Bronx parks in exchange for approval of this project will benefit
neighborhood residents for many years to come.

The filtration plant is critical to protect the health and well being of the
millions ofpeople who drink Croton water.

I
,<

......,... •• \ $

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Our company joins our colleagues in New York's business community in
support of this critical project.

100 Highway 70
Lakewood NJ 08701
Tel 732· 364 • 8200
Fax 732 • 370· 1926
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THE PLUMBING FOUNDATION CITY OF NEW YORK, INC.
44 WEST 28TH STREET, 12TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, NY 10001

PHONE: (212) 481-9740 FAX: (212) 481-7185
www.plumbingfoundation.org

Chairman
RICHARD E. FARRELL

Vice Chairman
EUGENE S. BOCCIERI

Treasurer
ROBERT GREENBERG

Board of Directors
MICHAEL BLA U
ERIC BLEICH
EUGENE S. BOCCIERI
JOHN BOTTO
IRWIN BRENNER
LOUIS 1. BUTTERMARK
VINCENT GAMBA
RICHARD E. FARRELL
ROBERT GREENBERG
MICHAEL KAUFMAN
LAWRENCE 1. LEVINE
ROBERT A. RICCO

Executive Director!
Legal CouIlSeJ
STEWART D. O'BRIEN

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State ofNew York
The Capital
Albany NY 12224

RE: Croton Filtration Plant - AR069-C / S4791-C

Dear Governor Pataki:

I am writing on behalf of the Plumbing Foundation City of New York,
a not-for-profit entity representing over 250 licensed plumbing contractors,
to ask you to support building the Croton Water Filtration Plant
in Van Courtlandt Park, in the Bronx.

After studying locations in Westchester and the Bronx, the New York City
Department of Environmental Protection concluded that building at the Mosholu
site would best protect our watp.: supply from contamination at the least cost
to taxpayers and with substantial benefits to the City. The legislature has agreed
and passed two bills authorizing the use of parklands for this project.

Over 30 percent of the Bronx relies exclusively on Croton drinking water
as do residents of many parts of Manhattan. In the past, the building and
construction trades have suppOrted effi)rts made by the Bronx ele<..:Led officials
and environmental groups to avoid filtering the water. No one wants to spend
our hard earned wages on a facility that is not absolutely critical.
However, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has obtained a court order
compelling that the water must be treated to protect the health and safety of the
millions of New Yorkers who drink Croton water.

It would cost up to $500 million more to construct' this facility outside
of the City. OUf understanding is that some of the money that is saved
by building in the Bronx will be invested in parks and community amenities.

PLUMBING PROTECTS THE H~ALTHOF THE NATION
The Plumbing Foundation City ofNew York, Inc., represents Licensed Plumbing Contractors

and Plumbing Contractor Organizations throughout New York City



THE PLUMBING FOUNDATION CITY OF NEW YORK., INC.

The construction of this plant will create thousands of new union jobs in the
area, many of which will be filled by residents of the Bronx and the other
boroughs. The construction jobs that will be created will be prevailing wage jobs
that can support a family. New York construction workers who are paid
prevailing wage on this project will spend money on local stores and businesses.

We strongly urge you to sign the bills authorizing the use of parklands
for this project.

cc: John Cahill
Richard Platkin
James Walsh
Jeff Elmer



FK FRONTIER-KEMPER CONSTRUCTORS, INC.
415 Fifth Avenue. Pelham, New York 10803
(914) 738-0280 Phone I (914) 738-0026 Fax
HEAVY CIVIL & MINING CONSTRUCTION

Northeast Division Office

July 7, 2003

Honorable George Pataki
Governor of the State of New York
The Capital
Albany, NY 12224

Re: Assembly Bill #8069-C/Senate Bill #4791-C

Dear Governor Pataki:

I am writing to urge your approval of the New York City Dept. of Environmental Protection
(DEP) proposal to build the Croton Water Filtration Plant under the Mosholu driving range in the
Bronx.

The New York State Dept. of Health, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and three of
the state's leading environmental organizations all agree that filtration is necessary to protect our
drinking water from contamination.

We know your commitment to the environment is strong, By signing this bill into law, you
have an opportunity to reaffirm that commitment and give the Bronx clean water, jobs, and quality
green space.

After studying locations in Westchester and the Bronx, the NYC Dept. of Environmental
Protection (DEP) again concluded, as it did in 1999, that building at the Mosholu site would best
safeguard our drinking water at the least cost and with substantial benefits to the City.

The City must have your approval to build at this location. The proposal that is now before
you is for a smaller filtration plant than the one proposed in 1999, with fewer construction impacts
and a substantial mitigation package, including $243 million in Bronx parks projects. There will be a
full environmental study of this siting before it moves forward with construction.

The City must meet a court deadline for the legislative approval to build at the Mosholu site.
Otherwise, the project will go to a location in Westchester County, costing the City $500 million more
to construct and costing New York City workers thousands of jobs and costing Bronx residents the
best opportunity in many generations to add parks and open space to the borough.

This is also a very important project for all of us in New York's construction industry. The
New York Times, the New York Post and Crain's New York Business have all asked you to approve
this site. I urge you to join us in support.

Sincerely,

£;a~
President of Northeast Division



Gloria Galea/NYEC

06/30/2003 03:03 PM

C. /75

To Legislative Secretary/NYEC@NYEC

cc

bcc

Subject 1311392 - Executive Chamber

*** Please Do Not Reply to this e-mail Message.***

*** Any questions regarding this correspondence should be directed to the staff
person listed below as the 'Please Respond To' contact. 1.,**

Dennis Ippolito
55 Tulip Ave.
Floral Park, NY 11001
dji12@optonline.net
County Nassau
Addressed to: Governor

Issue 1

Correspondence Number 1311392
Date Of Correspondence 06/30/2003
Date Received 06/30/2003
Date Entered 06/30/2003
Referred To Legislative Secretary
Date Referred

Routing History

06/30/2003 03:03 PM (Routed By --> Gloria Galea) (Routed Via Internal Email to --> Legislative
Secretary)

Governor Pataki,
I'm emailing you to ask you to please sign into law A8068-C and

S4791-C into law. This is very important for my union and also the
NYC Building Trades. It will genarate a lot of jobs for our
members,it will also help the economy of NYC and the tax base of the
City and State.These are all prevailing wage jobs this will help our
health and pension funds which also helps the city and state.
Governor this is just the right thing to do for the Bronx and the
City. Jobs in NYC is something we all desperatly need right know.

Sincerly
Dennis Ippolito

Business Manager
Local 12 Insulators

OOOl~8.



116 South Second Street
New Hyde Park. NY 11040

(516) 437-0909
Fax: (516) 437-7768
www.wagross.com

TO:

FROM:

RE:

Governor George Pataki

William A. Gross Construction Associates, Inc.

A8069c/S4791c
Croton F.ilterPlant in -the Bronx

We write in support of the City of New York's request to build the proposed Croton
Water Treatment Plant under the Mosholu Golf Course in Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx.

Those of us who do work in the Bronx believe that construction projects like this one
will help revive the borough. We need thejobs and contractopportunities from these projects
now more than ever in this time of economic hardship. The $243 million that has been
promised to build and rehabilitate Bronx parks in exchange for approval of this project wUI
benefii neighborhood residents for many years to come.

The filtration plant is ciltiea! to protect the health and well being ofthe millionsofpeople
who drink Croton water.

Ourcompanyjoins ourcolleagues in NewYork's business-community in supportofthis
critical project.
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June 27,2003

The Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor
State ofNew York
The Captial
Albany, NY 12224

In Support of: Assembly #8069C/Senate #4791C

Dear Governor Pataki:

I am writing to urge your approval of A8069C/S4791C, which
allows the New York City Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) to build the Croton Water Filtration Plant under
the Mosholu driving range in the Bronx. We join with our
colleagues in the New York business community, the City's
leading labor unions and nearly all the Bronx legislators in support
of this legislation and this project.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has obtained a
court order compelling the City to filter the water from the Croton
reservoirs. Three of the largest and most respected conservation
groups in the State - the Natural Resources Defense Council,
Environmental Defense and NY League of Conservation Voters ­
recently went on record in favor of the filtering the Croton water,
along with stronger watershed protection measures. They agree
with the EPA, the DEP and the New York State Department of
Health that filtration is necessary to protect our drinking water
from contamination.

After studying locations in Westchester and the Bronx, the New
York City Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) again
concluded, as it did in 1999, that building at the Mosholu site
would best safeguard our drinking water at the least cost and with
the most benefits to the City.

The City must have the approval ofthe State of New York to build
at this location. When the City Council voted in favor of an earlier
and much larger version of this project at the same location, they
did have before them the benefit of a comprehensive
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that detailed the impacts of
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the project and the mitigation measures available to minimize those impacts. In view of
these impacts, the Council conditioned approval of this project on a $43 million list of
programs that would benefit Van Cortlandt Park and the surrounding neighborhoods.

The proposal that is now before you is for a smaller filtration plant with fewer
construction impacts, many fewer long-tenn impacts, and a much larger mitigation
package, including $243 million in Bronx parks projects. Further, the DEP has now
agreed to develop a Supplemental EIS for the Mosholu site, in response to the concerns
raised by The Bronx elected officials.

Infrastructure projects have been successfully constructed under City parks before.
Subways have been constructed under Central Park. City water tunnel #3 built its valve
chambers under Central Park. Staten Island's drinking water is stored in holding tanks
built under Silver Lake Park, benefiting the borough's residents and parks. In each of
these cases the park areas were restored to the point that few people know or can detect
today what is going on underground.

The City must meet a federal court deadline for legislative approval to build at the
Mosholu site. Otherwise, the project will go to a location in Westchester County, costing
the City $500 million more to construct and costing New York City workers thousands of
jobs.

Moving the project to any other site than Mosholu will cost Bronx residents the best
opportunity in many generations to renovate the neighborhood parks and open space of
the borough. The filtered water from the Croton system will better protect the Bronx
residents that, along with many Manhattanites, use Croton water. The investment in the
neighborhood parks and open spaces will better protect and enhance Bronx
neighborhoods. The "lungs of a city", as urban parks are often called, will become
cleaner and healthier in the Bronx when you sign this legislation.

Your commitment to positive environmental action is well known. The legislation before
you represents positive environmental action. It allows the New York City Department of
Environmental Protection to consider the Moshulu site, where the construction
disturbances will be the least, the cost of the project will be least, and the positive
benefits will be greatest for the Bronx and all New Yorkers.

This is also important project for all of us in New York City's construction industry. The
New York Times, the New York Post and Crain's New York Business have urged you to
approve this site. I urge you to join us and our colleagues in organized labor - including
the Central Labor Council, Local 1199/SEIU, the United Federation of Teachers, the
New York City Building & Construction Trades Council, the New York State AFL­
CIO, the Operating Engineers, the District Council of Carpenters, the Mason
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Tenders, District Council 9 of the Painters, Laborers Local 731, 29 & 147, the
Cement Masons, the Concrete Laborers, Teamster Local 282, Plumbers Local 1,
Local 3 Electrical Workers, the Boilermakers and the Ironworkers - in supporting
this project. The Real Estate Board of New York, the Partnership for New York City,
the New York Building Congress, the Regional Alliance of Small Contractors and the
Building Trades Employers Association have all gone on record in favor of building at
Mosholu.

~~~~~;,;nrrel~;;~;;m hopes areality.

~~Cl~C~I[tQW
Managing Director
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June 26, 2003

AFFILIATED WITH THE

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION TRADES DEPARTMENT

OF WASHINGTON D.C.

BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION TRAOES COUNCIL
OF NEW YORK STATE

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR OF CONGRESS
OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATION

Honorable George E. Pataki
Governor
State ofNew York
Executive Chamber, The Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Pataki:

On behalf of the 100,000 working men and women represented by the affiliated unions of the Building and
Construction Trades Council ofGreater New York, we urge you to sign into law A8069-C (84791-C)
when it is sent to your office for action.

Respected environmental organizations like the Natural Resources Defense Council, the New York League
ofConservation Voters and Environmental Defense agree that water from the Croton reservoir system must
be filtered as a public health matter. The construction of a facility for this purpose is also a legal
obligation ofNew York City under a binding federal consent decree.

The construction of this facility under the driving range at Mosholu Golf Course will assure that $1.3
biIlion of economic activity - all paid for by New York City -- will remain in New York City where it will
create 2,000 construction jobs, generate millions ofdollars in local sales and income tax revenue and allow
for $243 million of parkland improvements in the Bronx.

Our industry has worked with government officials, the local community and environmental and open space
experts for more than a decade to resolve this issue. The legislation which will be sent to you for action is
the result of this lengthy process. It represents the most responsible option available to address critical
fiscal, economic and environmental concerns. We therefore again urge you to sign into law A8069-C
(84791-C) when you receive it. Thank you for your consideration.
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