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July 31, 2025
To the Editor
With the fate of the Bally’s Casino project back in play, it’s time to reevaluate the decisions that have made Ferry Point Park a political football.   Bronx Council for Environmental Quality, a 54-year old Bronx environmental advocacy organization, believes that the fierce  and very personal political debate misses the core issue:   that at the time of the vote, no city elected official had obtained guarantees of replacement projects for the acres of parkland proposed to be alienated for the construction of the casino or any promises of mitigation for the volume of combined sewer overflow into an already impaired waterbody.  No New York City official had obtained through the state legislature a list of approved projects pursuant to the alienation process or proposed a legally enforceable community benefits agreement as a rider to the ULURP resolution. 
In public testimony to the City Planning Commission and public comments delivered to the Mayor’s Office of Environmental Coordination on the project’s Environmental Impact Statement, BCEQ opposed the construction of the casino in Ferry Point on these grounds. We believe that under the public trust doctrine, the first duty of citywide and state government is to act as trustees of public space—in this case, its parkland.  What unfolded instead in Ferry Point was a transactional process between a powerful private party and a changing number of legislators that yielded disparate deals with no direct parkland benefit.
As veterans of parkland alienation battles over the construction of the Croton Filtration Plant in Van Cortlandt Park, the construction of Yankee Stadium in MacCombs Dam Park, we are in the position to recognize the importance of the public protections offered by the alienation process. Through our experience in these alienations, we have found that promises of jobs for Bronxites are the easiest to make and to break.  Ask Bronx community based organizations and advocates if they have been burned by community benefit agreements, and you may not be surprised.  We also caution the City Council against any park improvement agreement intended to substitute the public funding our parks deserve. 
With so much at stake in the parkland alienation process, we recommend that proponents of private development in public space in NYC City Council and  put parkland first, and exhaust the legal guarantees, protections, and benefits provided by its environmental stewardship.  A commitment to parkland protection and to rigor in the environmental review process makes for good government, and for benefits that actually reach Bronx communities.    

Robert Fanuzzi, Ph. D.
President, Bronx Council for Environmental Quality
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